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B.1 No Platform Policy Motion 

Proposer: Sean Benstead Seconder: Ben Leonard 

The Union Notes: 

1. Leeds Beckett University is a very proud, diverse environment with many international 

students, students of various ethnic origins, students from the LGBT community, 

disabled students and many from different religious backgrounds.  

2. Since the run up to the EU Referendum there has been numerous violent hate-attacks in 

Leeds, both physical and verbal, and there has been more of an overt presence of fascist 

groups and organisations “campaigning” within our city.i  

3. In July 2014, neo-nazi group “National Action” made an appearance at University of 

Leeds Campus and took photos doing a nazi-salute holding the image of a South African 

white supremacist Eugene Terrablanche. They pledged to carry out poster-drops at 

universities across the country.ii  

The Union Believes: 

1. That fascism, racism, LGBTphobia, sexism and ableism are still widespread in all aspects 

of society and should be confronted. 

2. A sufficient No Platform Policy is an essential part of anti-fascist and pro-tolerence 

efforts. 

3. This policy would safeguard our students from being victim of hate-attacks, or even 

falling for such propaganda and becoming intolerant themselves.  

4. The No Platform Policy would compliment any Equality and Diversity campaigns, such as 

the No Bystanders and Preventing Prevent campaigns, allowing such campaigns to not 

be challenged by such lies and hatred spread by fascist individuals, groups and 

organisations. 

5. Some members of Student Council may see this policy as an infringement on Freedom of 

Speech, but it is merely an infringement of the freedom to spread hateful views and 

incite hate attacks on vulnerable groups of students within our university.  

The Union Resolves: 

1. Not to allow any individual, group or organisation who is known to hold and preach any 

fascist, racist, LGBTphobic, sexist or ableist views from entering union premises. 

2. Not to allow any individual, group or organisation who is known to hold and preach any 

fascist, racist, LGBTphobic, sexist or ableist views to receive a platform to speak at any 

Students’ Union organised events. 

3. To develop a process to carry out points 1 & 2. 

4. Not allow any elected Executive Officers to speak on a platform with an individual who is 

known to hold fascist, racist, LGBTphobic, sexist or ableist views.  

5. Not to allow the distribution of any fascist, racist, LGBTphobic, sexist or ableist materials. 

6. To lobby the university to adopt this policy and to not allow any of the mentioned 

activities to take place on University premises.  

 

i https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/30/police-report-fivefold-increase-race-hate-crimes-since-
brexit-result 
ii http://www.studentrights.org.uk/article/2219/national_action_appear_at_university_of_leeds 

                                                           


