
 
Paper D          12/16 
 

Title of Paper: Presidents Report 
 
Purpose: To inform the board on what the President and Student Officer team have 

been working on since the last Trustee Board meeting.   
 

Recommendation: That the Board approves the report. 
 

Summary: This paper is to provide an update to trustees on the work of the Student 
Officer Team, demonstrating that we are a student-led organisation.  It 
provides an overview of key activity taking place over the past two months.   
 

Strategic Fit It’s the Student Officer’s team to ensure that LJMU students love student 
life.  This paper outlines the work we have been doing to add value to the 
student experience.   
 

Financial impact: None 
 

Student opinion This has been informed by the President of LiverpoolSU, a representative 
elected by LJMU students.  
 

Student impact: It demonstrates that we are working in their best interests.  
 

Risk: None 
 

Contact: Aisling Davis 
President 
a.j.davis@ljmu.ac.uk 
 

Questions - When discussing and asking questions about this paper, trustees could 
consider: 
 

1. Has adequate explanation been given on the benefits, risks, alternatives or if nothing were 

done? 

2. Has the impact for students and fit with strategic plans been sufficiently explained and are the 

impacts enough to take any proposals forward? 

3. How and when will you know if any benefits have been achieved? 

4. What will the impact be on any partner organisations or departments – within LJMU or 

externally? 

5. Could there be any unintended consequences of taking a particular action, leading to 

problems that will need to be resolved later. 

 
  



 

Presidents Report 

 

Headlines  

 

 £8.8m investment in LiverpoolSU Social Spaces by LJMU, due to be 
completed in the next year.   
 

 New partnership launched with Independent Liverpool, with an events 
package offering students access to exclusive LJMU only events.   
 

 Co-branded Independent Liverpool Cards, distributed to LJMU students for £3 
each. 
 

 Plan for the refurbishment of the Royal Mail Building on Copperas Hill has 
fallen through, with plans now to demolish and build a number of smaller 
buildings.   
 

 LiverpoolSU Officers marched on November 19th alongside 15,000 others in 
London campaigning for free education and the reinstatement of maintenance 
grants.  

 

  



 
Keeping up with the Officers 

 
Aisling Davis, President 
 
Aisling oversees the work of the Student Officer team, line manages the CEO of the 
organisation and ensures that everything LiverpoolSU does helps LJMU students 
‘love student life’.  Aisling also maintains the link between LiverpoolSU and LJMU’s 
SMT, and represents students on a local and national level.   
 

 Leading the social spaces project, ensuring students views are at the heart of 
its planning and design.   

 Ensuring student views were at the forefront of the decision to change the 
Copperas Hill Project.  The VC has stated that it will be his priority to build a 
new Students’ Union building!  

 Improving communication to students; launching a new Student Officer Blog 
series, where officers will post new content each month to raise awareness of 
the work the team is doing. 

 Presiding at the November graduation ceremonies.   
 
Jamie Bennett, Vice President Academic Quality 
 
Jamie works to make teaching, learning and resources at LJMU better for students, 
ensuring that the university is aware of what students want and need from their 
education. 
 

 Coordinating activity around the Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF) to 
gather student feedback around its implementation and potential impact on 
teaching quality and tuition fees. 

 Planning Dragon’s Den, a student-facing initiative where students can pitch 
their ideas aimed at enhancing the student experience to 5 ‘dragons’ and be 
in with a chance of getting £8000 towards their project. 

 Holding Course Rep Welcome Back events across each of the Faculties to 
welcome both new and returning Course Reps.   

 
Summer Jette-Gray, Vice President Activities 
 
Summer co-ordinates LiverpoolSU’s work with a focus on making the student 
experience about fun and development at LJMU. She will develop sports clubs, 
societies, campaign groups and volunteer groups, whilst supporting and promoting 
social, cultural, educational, religious and political activities. 
 

 Encouraging students to vote for their LJMU Mascot, out of: Lambanana, 
Shark, Lion and jaguar. 

 Planning Varsity and LiverpoolSU Loves You Awards, our biggest student-
facing events of the year! 

  



 
 

 Working on a Postgraduate Student Research Project and meeting with Julie 
Sheldon, Dean of the Graduate School.  
 

Daniel Crombleholme, Vice President Community Engagement 
 
Daniel leads efforts to make students active citizens who participate in and shape 
their communities. He is the face of LJMU students for the local community, local 
councils and national government. Daniel is the lead representative on improving 
accommodation, safety and transport across Liverpool. 
 

 Attended NUS Zones Conference to better understand the social and political 
landscape around Welfare policy in the UK. 

 Met with Jane Kennedy, the Police and Crime Commissioner to discuss her 
priorities for the year and LiverpoolSU’s Hate Crime Reporting Service.   

 Had a joint meeting with Phil Baksted from Student Advice and Wellbeing and 
Barnardos to discuss the support each party can offer vulnerable students.  

 

  



 
Independent Liverpool  
 
At the beginning of November, LiverpoolSU launched a partnership with Independent 
Liverpool, an events company showcasing all of Liverpool’s unique bars, cafes, 
restaurants and shops.  The partnership has given us opportunities to put on 
exclusive events for LJMU students, starting on the 1st December with a Street Food 
Fest in the Great Baltic Warehouse, Greenland Street.  This year is all about creating 
fun and exciting experiences for LJMU students, and by harnessing the excellent 
recreational opportunities Liverpool has to offer.   
 
So far, students have responded well to the initiative, with hundreds of students 
expressing their interest via the official event advertised on Facebook.  Alongside 
that, Independent Liverpool are creating co-branded discount cards, which we will be 
selling to students on our website at a heavily discounted price of £3.   
 
 
1st December – Street Food Fest  
Great Baltic Warehouse,  
£2.50 entry + £2 voucher towards drinks + first 100 attendees get a free Independent 
Liverpool discount card 
 
6th December – Classic Cinema Night 
Leaf, Bold Street 
£2.50 entry 
 
24th January – Cult Theme Quiz 
TBC 
 
You are welcome to come to these events, just let us know beforehand so we can 
put you on the guestlist.   

 



 
 

Engagement Statistics 
 
Please see appendix 1.  

 

Make it Happen  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

National Demo 
 
Jamie, Daniel and I attended the National Demo organised by NUS on November 
19th, in London.  The three of us, alongside 15,000 students marched through 
London to campaign against rising tuition fees and called for the reinstatement of the 
maintenance grants for students.   
 
The march didn’t get a lot of mainstream media coverage, but the Standard have 
summarised the day here: 
 
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/student-march-thousands-protest-education-
cuts-in-central-london-a3399941.html 

Social Space 
 
A great student experience is a holistic one.  With the increased pressure on 
students to reach high levels of success academically, students are spending a lot of 
time on campus.  Therefore the ‘campus experience’ is one which universities across 
the UK have been investing heavily in since the increases in tuition fees.   
 
LiverpoolSU will be working in partnership with LJMU to develop existing and create 
new ‘social spaces’ across each of the main teaching buildings, to maximise the 
potential for students to stay and socialise on campus outside of lectures.   
 



 
 
So far, we have recruited KKA Architects and had our first initial briefing meeting to 
outline the feedback collected from the university-wide student consultation (21st – 
25th November), establish a timeline for completion and discuss next steps for 
carrying out the design work.  We are extremely excited to work with KKA Architects, 
given their experience of working on key design projects including the new Flagship 
Retail Store for Liverpool Football Club, and a number of Student Residential 
projects.   
 
Student’s views are at the heart of this process, where LiverpoolSU will begin a 
thorough piece of consultation with students last month.  Students were asked two 
questions: 
 

1. What do you want from a social space? 
2. If you could have one thing in that social space, what would it be? 

 
 
Students have also been asked to join on on-going working group to test design 
concepts and layouts as they become available, to ensure a truly student-led 
development. 
 
This will be a huge piece of work undertaken by both LJMU and LiverpoolSU, and 
we anticipate that it will greatly enhance visibility of the Students’ Union to LJMU 
students, given that the space will be branded and managed by the Union.   
 
The first briefing session with the architect team happened on Monday 28th 
November, with Ben Capper, Vicky Andrews and Daniel Crombleholme in 
attendance.   
 
The next briefing session is on the 12th December.   
 
We will keep Trustees updated of the progress of this project throughout the year.  

 
Thank you for reading this report. 

 
 


