
SHARED ACCOMMODATION

Living in a s
hared house w

ith friends ca
n be 

a great exper
ience, this in

formation includes
 

some helpful tips
 for you to co

nsider, as well 

as some useful hous
e hunting tip

s.

LET US CHECK YOUR CONTRACT 

Many contracts
 can be long 

and some are 

quite difficul
t to understa

nd.

But unfortunat
ely, there’s no

 substitute fo
r 

reading the c
ontract caref

ully.  

Don’t feel pres
sured into sig

ning before

you’re ready. 
 Good landlords

 will let you 

take the cont
ract away before you

 sign.

THE SU ADVICE & REPRESENTATION CENTREoffer a contract checking serviceCONTACT US ON:by calling our reception on01695 657301And you can email us to request advice atsuadvice@edgehill.ac.uk DOCUMENTS YOU MAY NEED 
TO BRING IN WITH YOU:YOUR CONTRACT(ideally before you sign it!)

Any other documents you have beenprovided withLETTERS FROM YOURDeposit Protection Scheme(if you have these)

SOME DO’S AND DON’TS
before you sign a contract!

to
Private Rented Accommodation

BATHROOM…
Shower pressure on a scale of 1-10
Running hot water?
Enough facilities for the number of tenants?

Bedrooms
Adequate size?
Enough storage?
Does the door to the bedroom lock?

Kitchen
Are the appliances all appropriate? 
If there is 6 of you and only one fridge/freezer things could 
get difficult?
Is there a working smoke alarm?
Does the back door lock?

Security
Do the windows lock?
Is there a working burglar alarm?

Outside
Are there any lights?
Where are the bins kept?
If there is a garden, are you responsible for maintenance?
If so, are tools provided?

The House.
Can you see any signs of disrepair?
Can you see or smell damp?
Check the walls and ceilings, particularly around windows 
and in/around wardrobes. Look out for flaking paint or 
wallpaper, and a musky smell.
Is there enough communal space?
Is the furniture included? If so, is it sufficient?
Does the heating work well?
Are there enough radiators?
 

Things to ask the Current tenants…
Do they consider their landlord to be professional and get 
repairs done quickly?
Is the property easy/cost effective to heat?
How much do they pay for bills?
Are there any outstanding issues with the property?

What to ask the landlord…
Where is the meter?
Is there a gas certificate?
Can you see the HMO License?
Do the tenants require Guarantors?
Will all the furniture, appliances or even crockery remain in 
the house for when you move in?

Marks out of 10?
Is it worth the money?

Include the ‘Glossary’ from NUS’ one… Don’t include the EPC 
one.
And include…

THE HOUSE
Can you see any signs 

of disrepair?
________________

______________Can
you see
or smell 
damp?

Is the 
furniture 
included?

Are there enough 
radiators?
_________

Does the heating 
work well?

If so, is it 
sufficient?

Is there enough 
communal space?

Check the walls
and ceilings, particularly around 
windows and in/around 
wardrobes. Look out for
flaking paint or wallpaper,
and a musky smell.

YES     NO

YES     NO
YES    NO

YES    NO

YES    NO

Where are the bins kept?
___________________
___________________
If there is a garden,
are you responsible for
maintenance?

If so, are tools
provided?

OUTSIDE
Are there any lights?
YES    NO

YES    NO

YES
NO

Marks
out of 10?

Is it worth the money?
____________________

10

THINGS TO ASK THE
CURRENT TENANTS…
Do they consider their 
landlord to be professional 
and get repairs done quickly?
Is the property easy/cost 
effective to heat?
How much do they pay for 
bills?
Are there any outstanding 
issues with the property?

WHAT TO ASK THE 
LANDLORD…
Where is the meter?
Is there a gas certificate?
Can you see the HMO 
License?
Do the tenants require 
Guarantors?
Will all the furniture, 
appliances or even crockery 
remain in the house for when 
you move in?

GLOSSARY
Deposit: A refundable 
upfront payment to the 
landlord to cover costs that 
they might incur during 
your tenancy that they aren’t 
legally required to cover.
Accreditation: A scheme that 
sets out higher standards 
that landlords and agents 
can voluntarily agree to 
meet.
Guarantor: Someone who 
signs an agreement to say 
that they will cover your
rent if you are unable to pay.
HMO: A House of Multiple 
Occupation, with three or 
more unrelated tenants.
These often have to be 
licensed as they have to
meet certain safety criteria.
Gas Safety Certificate:
This demonstrates that gas 
appliances are working 
safely, and this should be 
rechecked each year.
Letting Fees: Non-refundable
payments that need to be 
made upfront.

STUDENTS’
GuideGuide




