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Paper 1: Senate Minutes 

 
 

Meeting attended by: a full list of attendees is available from 
frances.muscatelli@manchester.ac.uk 

Apologies: Megan Robertson, Jess Lishak, Amy Jones, Imotep Baptiste, Fred Craig, Chloe 
Dootson, Ros Wolfe 

Date: Thursday 12th May 

Time: 16:00 – 18:00 

Secretary: Frances Muscatelli (FM) 

Agenda Topic #1: Welcome, Quorum and Apologies 

 
Acting Chairs Chris James (CJ) and Sophie Broke (SB) open the meeting by welcoming the 
room. They read out apologies and the meeting is declared quorate and opened at 16:20. CJ 
and SB invite members to begin with an icebreaker.  
 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #2: Explanation of Senate 

 
CJ and SB use a PowerPoint to give an overview of the meeting. This covers the agenda, rules 
relating to debate, and the use of hand signals. 
 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #3: Minutes of Previous Senate 

 
CJ and SB presents the minutes from the previous Senate meeting and these are approved 
unanimously. 
 

Action Items: FM to upload approved minutes to Students’ Union website.  

Agenda Topic #4: State of the Union Report 

 

General Secretary Naa Acquah presents the State of the Union report, updating the room on 
the My Future Union building development plans. She explains the Union has done well 
throughout the academic year, with record participation in societies and other activity. 

Agenda Topic #5: Steering Report 

 
The Steering Report is summarised, the main decision being that two policies have been 
rejected on the grounds that they are ineffectual or meaningless.  
 

Action Items: None 
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Agenda Topic #6: Lapsing Policy 

 

CJ and SB give members a final opportunity to highlight that they wish to debate any of the 

seven lapsing policies. No person opposes or wishes to discuss so these policies automatically 

pass. 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #7: Policy Proposals 

 
  

1. The Students’ Union should create a Faith Students’ sub-committee that 
represents the voices of faith students within the Students’ Union’s democratic 
structures.  

 
 
Student Saffa Mir presents this idea which would create a Faith students’ sub-committee of 
Diversity and Liberation. She presents the idea and explains that it would create seven 
reserved spaces for students from different faiths as defined by university demographic 
statistics. 
 
There are two amendments which have been submitted. Neither submitters are able to 
attend so a student from the audience presents: 
 
A1: Reserve a space for one atheist and one secular person 
 
The student presents the amendment. Senate rejects this with 26 Against, 18 For and 4 
Abstain. 
 
A2: Replace every mention of the word “faith” with the words “faith and no faith” 
 
The student presents the second amendment. It is also rejected with 32 Against, 9 For and 6 
Abstain. 
 
The policy is then voted on as a whole and passes with 38 votes For, 7 Against and 4 
Abstain. 
 
 

2. This Union should campaign against the cuts to DSA and lobby the University 
to  
commit to funding DSA  
 

Disabled Students’ Officer Nayab Begum presents her policy, which would mandate the 
Students’ Union to lobby against the cuts to Disabled Students’ Allowance and to put 
pressure on the university to commit to provide monetary support for disabled students. 
There are no amendments so Senate votes, and the policy passes with 49 votes For, 1 
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Against and 0 Abstain. 
 
 

3. Both the University and the Union should provide a designated space for use by 
parents and carers, mature, part-time, living off campus and postgraduate 
students.  

 
The third policy proposal is presented by Student Parent Senate Rep Jenni Smyth, who 
explains the need for a space within the Students’ Union where these students can meet and 
socialise. She explains that traditional undergraduate activities and spaces are often a bit 
overwhelming or unwelcoming to non-typical students. Senate votes and the policy passes 
with 37 votes For, 7 Against and 4 Abstain.  
 
 

4. Lobby the University to be more welcoming to breastfeeding mothers by 
increasing signs promoting the campus as a breastfeeding friendly space, and 
providing areas for expressing on campus 

 
Jenni Smyth presents her second policy. Senate votes and the policy passes with 42 votes 
For, 0 votes Against and 4 Abstain. 
 

5. Provide comprehensive and accurate drug education available through the 
Union  

 
The student who submitted this idea was unable to attend Senate, so Education Officer 
Michael Spence introduces the idea to allow it to be discussed and voted on. He briefly 
introduces the idea. Senate votes and the idea passes with 43 votes For, 4 Against and 0 
Abstain. 
 
 

6. Effectively countering drug misuse 
 
This policy has been submitted by Education Officer Michael and BME Officer Deej Lashley-
Johnson. They present their idea, which would mandate the Students’ Union to take a 
legalisation stance and provide support to students affected by drug misuse. There is one 
amendment: 
 
A.1: For the Union to sell, or if possible subsidise, drug testing kits for students as a 
way to prevent overdoses from drugs of a high purity, or from other chemicals present 
in the drugs   
 
The amendment is presented and voted on and it passes with 40 votes For, 4 Against, 2 
Abstain. 
 
The motion plus amendment is voted on and passes with 40 votes For, 3 Against, 4 Abstain.  
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7. The Students' Union should provide structured welfare support to Liberation 
Officers 

 
This idea is presented by Diversity Officer Natasha Brooks. She explains that Liberation 
Officers often need additional support to deal with both the pressures of the role and 
additional needs relating to supporting students from liberation groups. The idea is discussed 
and voted on. It passes with 41 votes For, 1 Against and 1 Abstain. 
 
 

8. The SU should change the name of the council room to the Peterloo Room (or 
the Peterloo Memorial Room) in 2019. 

 
This idea has been submitted by Student Community Officer Joseph Clough. There is a short 
debate before the room vote. The idea passes with 29 votes For, 9 votes Against and 8 
Abstain. 
 
 

9. To stream Live Fuse FM from the Union Bar and all/ as many RA bars as 
possible. 
 

At this point the meeting loses quorate so Senate vote to allow two audience members to join 
the student panel. The student who presented this idea is unable to attend so Student 
Community Officer Louis Appolinari introduces the motion. There are some quick questions 
before the idea is voted on – it passes with 41 votes For, 0 Against and 5 Abstain. 
 
A number of members of Senate leave the meeting, and it is no longer quorate. The meeting 
ends at 18:00. 
 

 

Action Items: FM to update SU Policy and Bye Laws. 

Next meeting: Thursday 29th September 18:00-20:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


