
LUSU Policy (12/1314) 
 

LUSU Motion: Banning of Initiations 

 

This Union Notes: 

1. Only one detailed study into hazing has been conducted, this being in the 1999 report by 

Alfred (N.Y.) University, ‘Initiation Rites in American High Schools: A National Survey’ define 

initiation as: “any act whether physical, mental, emotional, or psychological, which subjects 

another person, voluntarily or involuntarily, to anything that may abuse, mistreat, degrade, 

humiliate, harass, or intimidate him/her, or which may in any fashion compromise [a 

person’s] inherent dignity as a person”   (“forcing or requiring an individual to drink alcohol 

or any other substance” and “physical abuse of any kind” to “engaging in public stunts and 

buffoonery” 

 

2. Freshers’ and other students, wanting to join clubs and societies have been known to face 

immense peer pressure to take part in initiations in order to become accepted within the 

club.  

 

3. There are a variety of students at our University including those who do not want to drink 

alcohol. 

This Union Believes: 

1. That initiations are dangerous, degrading and can risk the safety of students and can lead to 

negative publicity for the union and university. 

 

2. That all students should be able to participate in sport and other activity without facing 

discrimination, peer pressure or fear of physical danger. 

 

3. That Clubs or Societies that encourage or organise initiation ceremonies should have 

appropriate action taken against them. 

 

4. That it is the responsibility of the Union to protect its members. 

This Union Resolves: 

1. To ban all initiation ceremonies as defined in ‘This Union Notes-1’ 

 

2. To ensure that any clubs or societies running initiations have strict sanctions imposed upon 

them and, in extreme cases, be banned from carrying out their activity in accordance with 

the Disciplinary Procedure Bylaw (Schedule B, B2). 

 

3. To include appropriate information and warnings regarding initiations in any new executive 

training. 

 

4. Proposer: Emily Pollitt (VP Activities) 


