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LUSU Motion: Save the Archives 

 

This Union Notes: 

1. There is a university archive. 

2. This archive has been compiled largely by the sheer force of will of 

Honorary Archivist, Marion McClintock. 

3. The University Archivist has some part-time assistance in carrying 

out her work. 

4. The position of University Archivist is an unpaid, voluntary position. 

5. There are no clear mentions, be that statutory or strategically, of the 

existence or necessity for an archive at Lancaster University. 

6. A substantial amount of historical documents, images and 

information related to the Colleges, the Union and students in 

general are kept in the university archive. 

7. Lancaster University is now in its 50th year of existence. 

 

This Union Believes: 

1. A properly resourced, supported and promoted archive is of huge 

value to both an institute of Lancaster's size and prestige and also to 

the students who study here. 

2. That the work done thus far by the University Archivist is valuable 

and appreciated and deserves the thanks of Union members. 

3. That long term plans for the archives must be set out clearly by the 

University and future strategic plans must value our past as much as 

our future. 

4. That any and all plans for the archive in the future should be 

developed in conjunction and full consultation with the University 

Archivist. 

5. That all records in the archives should be readily available to 

students and staff. 

6. The said availability be readily promoted to students and staff. 
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7. The 50th year is an excellent year to be discussing the issues raised 

by this motion. 

 

This Union Resolves: 

1. To mandate the Union President to write a letter of thanks on behalf 

of Union members conveying their thanks and appreciation for all of 

her hard work. 

2. To encourage Students' Union officers to work alongside the 

University Archivist to develop a plan on resourcing and prominence 

so as to ensure the future of the archives as an integral part of 

Lancaster University and lobby the University to adopt this plan in all 

relevant committees. 

3. To work with the University Archivist to develop a strategy to 

advertise the availability of the archives as an open and accessible 

resource. 

4. To mandate Students’ Union officers, encourage JCR officers and 

request the Chief Executive to ensure that all relevant documents, 

images and information are effectively shared with the university 

archive in future. 

 

Proposed by: Joe O’Neill – (LUSU VP Education) 

 


