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LUSU Motion: Support for the Beds in the Orchard Campaign 

This Union Notes: 

1. The Lancashire Care NHS Foundation Trust closed the women’s psychiatric inpatient 
ward at the Orchard hospital in Lancaster in October 2014. There was no 
consultation from local service users or the wider community regarding this closure. 

2. This closure is said to be temporary due to the peak in demand for beds for men, 
having closed 15 beds for men elsewhere in the Trust.  

3. Women needing inpatient care are now sent between 30-60 miles from their homes 
for treatment, meaning that they are separated from their family, friends and other 
support networks for many months. 

4. This Ward was accessed by students at Lancaster University. 

This Union Believes: 

1. This closure discriminates against women in the local area and causes unnecessary 
distress and isolation of vulnerable women. 

2. Inpatient psychiatric care local to home should be provided to both men and 
women. 

3. Closing the Orchard to women and sending them 30-60 miles away for care:  

 Discriminates against women  
 Deters women from seeking help, leading to increased detentions under the 

Mental Health Act 
 Harms families and children  
 Puts heavy financial burden on those with substantial travel costs wanting to 

visit their relative or friend 
 Causes women unnecessary distress and anxiety by separating them from 

their support networks  
 Can lead to women being discharged too early, increasing the chance of 

relapse and readmission 

4. Women students at Lancaster University who access this service will be affected in 
the same ways as listed in Believes 1 and 3. 

This Union Resolves: 

1. To mandate the Full Time Executive Officers to write a letter to the Lancashire Care 
NHS Trust Foundation, Eric Ollerenshaw MP, David Morris MP, Lancaster City 
Council, Lancashire County Council and the Department of Health expressing the 
Union’s concerns about the closure and its support for the reinstatement of the 6 
psychiatric inpatient beds for women at The Orchard Hospital. 

2. To mandate the Vice President (Welfare and Community) and Vice President 
(Campaigns and Communications) to make contact with the local organisers of the 
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‘Beds in the Orchard’ to discuss how the Union can support this campaign in 
partnership with the local community. 

 


