
LUSU Policy (33/1415) 
 

LUSU Motion: Anti-Fracking 
 

This Union Notes: 

 
1. That in order to avoid a 2 degree warming of the planet carbon emissions should have 

stopped in 20100F

1 

2. The temperature of the planet has increased by 0.8 degrees since pre-industrial times1F

2 (and 
counting) and with current trajectories displaying no signs of emission reduction, but instead 
an exponential increase2F

3 

3. That climate change is the biggest threat to humanity's survival in our time4, 12 

4. That hydraulic fracturing is an unviable alternative in terms of sustainability - there is no 
definitive research that provides the United Kingdom with any knowledge of how much shale 
gas can be extracted through this environmentally and ecologically degrading process5, 11 

5. That Lord Browne has confessed that fracking is not likely to have an effect on the material 
price as, unless it is a huge amount of gas (something that cannot be corroborated until 
exploration has taken place), all that will happen is that the gas will get pumped into the 
European gas market, thus keeping it at a similar price6 

6. That scientific assessment has called into question the claim that shale gas should be exploited 
as a transitional fuel in the move to a low carbon economy, with a 2013 report by the Tyndall 
Centre for Climate Change Research calling this claim “tenuous at best”7 

7. That the process in America has allegedly led to a contaminated water supply and severe 
health issues in communities in surrounding areas8 

8. That the UK government is going against its democratic mandate by ignoring the well-founded 
criticisms of the fracking process from the population, especially those in areas that will be 
most affected9, 11 

9. That Lancashire County Councillors have deferred their decision over the process in response 
to fracking company Cuadrilla’s proposals10 

1 http://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Reducing-carbon-footprint-report.pdf 
2 http://www.climateemergencyinstitute.com/temperature.html  
3 http://news.nationalgeographic.co.uk/news/energy/2013/05/130510-earth-co2-milestone-400-ppm/ 
4  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/earth/environment/climatechange/8849893/One-third-of-humanity-
faces-biggest-risks-from-climate-change.html  
5 https://fullfact.org/factchecks/david_cameron_prime_minister_shale_gas_fracking-29151 
6 http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/nov/29/browne-fracking-not-reduce-uk-gas-prices-shale-
energy-bills 
7 http://www.tyndall.ac.uk/sites/default/files/coop_shale_gas_report_final_200111.pdf  
8 http://www.dangersoffracking.com/ 
9 http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/aug/03/ignore-fracking-protests-government-tells-
planners 
10 http://www.lancasterguardian.co.uk/news/business/lancashire-county-council-defers-fracking-decision-1-
7075724 
11 http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmenvaud/856/856.pdf  

12   http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(09)60935-1.pdf   
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LUSU Policy (33/1415) 
 

 
This Union Believes: 

 
1. Politicians are not taking a radical enough stance in relation to climate change 
2. It is within the interests of our current and future members that renewable alternatives are 

endorsed 
 
3. That fracking is a short-termist sticking plaster that subordinates the environment to the 

economic system  
4. That as a Union and a University we have a responsibility as global citizens to critique the 

status quo and push for a cleaner and sustainable energy future  
 
 
This Union Resolves:  

 
1. To condemn hydraulic fracturing (whilst supporting a movement towards a sustainable 

environmental future for the country, based on the usage and development of more 
sustainable forms of energy). We cannot put Union resources into campaigning against this 
as it is not an issue that affects students as students, but as citizens. However, we can take a 
political stance against it 

2. To mandate Union Officers to work alongside University Management and LUSU in reducing 
the carbon emissions of the University, through supporting renewable energy initiatives for 
example, as well as the work of Green Lancaster 

 

 

 
 
 


