
LUSU Policy (36/1415) 

LUSU Motion: Boycott, Divestment & Sanctions 
 
This Union Notes: 

1. The ongoing 66-year long occupation of Palestine, Israel’s multitude of human rights 
and international law violations, its flagrancy and unaccountability to the international 
community. 

2. The Boycott, Divestment & Sanctions (BDS) campaign called for by Palestinian civil 
society in 2005 to pressure Israel into complying with international law. 

3. The repression used against BDS campaigners both in the UK and abroad, including the 
recent suspension of students at Witwatersrand University, South Africa for protesting a 
concert recital on campus. 

4. The numerous BDS successes on campuses this past year, including academic boycotts 
being passed at SOAS, Goldsmiths and Kingston, as well as at the NUS Black Students 
Campaign, Postgraduate Students Campaign and most notably at the NUS National 
Executive Council. 

5. The racism directed against Africans and African migrants and refugees within Israel, 
including internment-without-trial of asylum seekers and anti-African riots. 

 
This Union Believes: 

1. Israeli expansion on Palestinian land to be a settler-colonial project, predicated on the 
ethnic cleansing and expulsion of its indigenous people. 

2. That racism is systemic within Israeli state policy, with anti-Arab, anti-African and anti-
immigrant discrimination. 

3. The success in dismantling South African apartheid was due in part to international 
pressure and sanctions against that regime. 

4. That international solidarity from students is a crucial part of the Palestine liberation 
struggle. 

5. That international solidarity should be conducted on the terms set by the Palestinian 
people, as per the BDS campaign. 

6. That the three aims of the BDS campaign are the necessary preconditions for any true 
peace in the Middle East. 

7. That the Israeli government is feeling the pressure from international BDS. 
8. That all other methods of pressuring Israel and ending the occupation have failed. 

 
This Union Resolves: 

1. To publicly announce support for the national BDS campaigns initiated by students. 
2. To hold a referendum on BDS in Michaelmas Term 2015 and, if passed, to uphold it by 

lobbying the university and commercial services to divest itself from and terminate any 
contracts with companies that are complicit in the occupation of the Palestinian 
territories.   

3. That the Full Time Officer team actively implements all resolves in collaboration with 
the Friends of Palestine Society and feeds back to Council the progress. 

 

 

Proposer: Laura Clayson, LUSU President (Bowland)    

Seconder: Salman Rukhsar, VP Activities (Cartmel) 

 


