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LUSU Motion: Opposing Tuition Fees 

 

This Union Notes 

1. That since 2011 the cap on tuition fees set by public universities in England has been 

£9000 per year. 

2. That most universities, including Lancaster University, use this cap by default. 

3. That an undergraduate student on a three-year course will leave university with a debt 

of £27,000 in tuition fees. 

4. That a number of undergraduate courses are longer than three years.  

This Union Believes 

1. That tuition fees represent a barrier to inclusion in higher education for prospective 

students of lower socio-economic backgrounds. 

2. That government action which has turned maintenance grants into loans will result in 

students leaving university with significantly large figures of debts. 

3. That the current rates of debt repayment mean many students will not pay back their 

tuition and maintenance loans in full. 

4. That Lancaster University’s prospects are particularly harmed due to the fees charged to 

international and postgraduate students, exemplified by a fall in international students 

in 2015/16. 

5. That the current system of fees and loans is un-sustainable in the long term. 

This Union Resolves 

1. To repeal the previous existing LUSU policy ‘Motion on Fees, Costs, & Higher Education 

Change’ which was passed by LUSU Council on 15/3/2012 [See appendix 1.] 

2. To lobby at university, local and national levels for broad opposition to tuition fees. 

3. To lobby the university to lower fees for all students, including postgraduate and 

international students. 

4. To lobby the university to provide more scholarships and access bursaries for students 

5. To lobby the University to ensure that the revenue from increased tuition fees is used 

for positive purposes and ensure students are able to pay for their course costs. 

6. To fully oppose any plans relating to student fees in the government’s higher education 

teaching excellence framework that do not involve free education or lowered fees for all 

students because education is a right, not a privilege, and should be free. 

7. To educate the student body about future changes to their funding and/or fees. 

8. To action the FTO team to report progress made against this policy at least once per 

academic term. 

Proposer: Cameron Halse (County College) 

Seconder: Lex Elliott (Cartmel College), Elleni Harpa (Furness College) 

 

 

  

http://lusu.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Motion-on-Fees-Costs-and-HE-Change.pdf
http://lusu.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Motion-on-Fees-Costs-and-HE-Change.pdf
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Appendix 1: 
LUSU Policy - Fee’s, Costs, & Higher Education Change 

 

This Council notes: 

1. That the Government have cut funding for teaching to Universities by 100% for most 

subjects and 80% for STEM subjects. 

2. That on December 9th 2010 the government shifted the parameters of tuition fees to 

require a minimum fee of £6,000 and a maximum fee of £9,000 for Home and EU 

Undergraduates, subject to certain access requirements, in order to make up for the lost 

teaching funding. 

3. That the vast majority of students opposed this rise as it A) Creates a market in Higher 

Education which is not necessarily healthy for the sector, B) Exceeds the perceived value 

of many degrees and C) negatively impacts on students by forcing them to carry the 

burden of the costs of their education. 

4. Universities are now in the process of setting new fee levels which will be within the 

new range set above. 

5. A minimum fee of £7,500 would be required simply to meet the current level of budget 

the University holds. 

6. That in order to charge this fee, it would need to meet access requirements which would 

require the fee to have to go higher still. 

This Council believes: 

1. That the debate about the value of Higher Education which has taken place is separate 

from the debate about exactly what level of fees Lancaster should set. 

2. That Lancaster University will, realistically, need to raise their fee level to £9,000 in 

order to generate the revenue needed to meet the inevitable higher level of service that 

students will expect. 

3. Though ideologically opposed to the change in funding, under this new system LUSU 

recognises that Lancaster University will need to charge £9,000 to continue to deliver 

the highest quality learning experience and retain its position as an HEI of excellence. 

4. That LUSU needs to be at the table to ensure that, when fees rise, students get the best 

deal possible. 

5. That LUSU needs to be clear exactly what student’s priorities will be. 

This Council resolves: 

1. That the position of LUSU is that fees at Lancaster University, given the unwelcome 

funding environment, should be at least £7,500 to cover its funding gap. 

2. That to charge higher there must be a genuine improvement to access, student support, 

pastoral care, extra-curricular activities and the student experience. 

3. To work with the University to ensure that, over the coming months, the conversations 

over the new fee level and the resulting impact on students is as positive and student 

focussed as possible. 

4. In the long term, to continue to work with other Students’ Unions, HEIs, the government 

and the NUS to determine a better system of University funding. 

Passed by LUSU Council on 15/3/2012 


