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LUSU Motion: Cost of On-Campus Student Accommodation 

 

This Union Notes 

1. That the University has been in a partnership with University Partnerships Programme 

(UPP) since 2003. 

2. That this partnership involved £180 million of investment for redevelopment of the 

university’s housing stock, in exchange for a share of profits. 

3. That this partnership is not due to expire until 2051. 

4. That Chancellor’s Wharf and Bowland Annexe are in 2015/16 the only university-

managed accommodation below costs of £100 per week. 

5. That rents in Standard and Basic Standard accommodation will fall below £100 per 

student per week in 2016/17. 

6. That rents in other on-campus accommodation are expected to rise to cover these costs. 

7. That students choose accommodation based on a preference system, and students aren’t 

always guaranteed their first choice, nor one which they can afford. 

8. That students who go through clearing are placed in whatever accommodation is 

available, regardless of cost. 

This Union Believes 

1. That most on-campus rents are rising faster than the amount of maintenance fees 

students have access to. 

2. That this on-campus rise in rents, year on year, is highly damaging to the welfare and 

lives of students. 

3. That the rents in ‘Standard’ and ‘Basic Standard’ accommodation falling below £100 per 

student per week is a positive move, however will disadvantage those who will end up 

in more expensive accommodation not of their choice and struggle to pay. 

4. That it is unfair that many students must rely on family support or personal earnings to 

afford the costs of on-campus living and course costs beyond and including rent. 

5. That there should be greater transparency within the University on what services 

students are entitled to as part of their rent and how any profits are re-invested back 

into providing services for students. 

6. That no student should have to focus on paying rent and affording food over completing 

their degree. 

7. That all students should have access to accommodation, both on and off-campus, that 

provides both fair services and value for money for tenants. 

This Union Resolves 

1. To lobby the university for a reduction in on-campus housing rents beyond 2016/17, to 

make accommodation affordable for students. 

2. To lobby and work with the University Accommodation Service to review the University 

accommodation allocation process to ensure the fairest allocation model for 

accommodation is being utilised. 

3. To lobby the University to ensure that increased financial support is made available to 

first year students who can’t afford the costs of on-campus accommodation. 

4. To expand the work of the ‘Don’t Rent Yet’ campaign and other LUSU accommodation 

campaigns to include information about campus rents. 
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