
LUSU Motion: ‘Stand by Me’ Campaign 

 

This Union Notes: 

1. 1 in 7 women students (14%) has been the victim of serious sexual assault or serious 
physical violence while at university or college. 

2. The NUS Lad Culture Audit report revealed that there is a lack of clarity around the 
complaints and disciplinary procedures in universities across the country. 

3. 3.In the NUS 2015 Lad Culture and sexism survey 61% of students stated that they were 

not made aware of any codes of conduct and 66% stated they were not aware of the 
procedure to report these incidents. 

4. The Zellick Report was created in 1994 to give guidance to universities about how to 

deal with sexua assault cases. It tells universities not to investigate cases and not to go 
through disciplinary procedures until the victim has reported the incident to the police. 

5. Evidence shows that 82% of rapes are never reported to the police and of these, only 1 
in 5 result in court proceedings. For the few cases which do enter the court system, the 
average length of the court process is 1 year and 4 months from report to verdict. 

6. NUS launched the #StandByMe campaign which calls for the repeal of the Zellick 
guidelines and for a public consultation which listens to the student movement and 
specialist services in order to develop new reporting and disciplinary and survivor 
support guidelines. 

7. Support services for victims and survivors of sexual violence are facing significant 
funding shortfalls. 
 

This Union Believes 

1. The quality of university reporting procedures and support services across the UK, and 
particularly at Lancaster, are inconsistent and inadequate and are not well understood 
by students. 

2. Rape Crisis Centres provide vital support services for victims and survivors of sexual 
assault. The cuts to Rape Crisis centres and other support services are fatal and we are 
significantly concerned that support for survivors of sexual violence is becoming rapidly 
non-existent without sufficient Government funding. 
 

This Union Resolves 

1. To show solidarity for the #StandByMe campaign by calling for better support for all 

victims and survivors on campus and help campaign for sustainable funding for 

specialist support services across the country. 

2. For the university to show commitment to maintaining the reporting app, make it 

consistently promoted and provide access to specialist support for victims during their 
time at university. 

3. To lobby the Vice Chancellor to call for change on campus and show support for victims 
and survivors. 

4. For the Students’ Unions to form stronger partnerships with local rape crisis centres and 

other local support services for victims and survivors of sexual violence. 



 

Links for further information about the National campaign and the Zellick report: 

http://www.nusconnect.org.uk/winning-for-students/women/welfare-and-human-

rights/standbyme 

http://www.nusconnect.org.uk/resources/how-to-respond-to-complaints-of-sexual-violence-

the-zellick-report 

http://uclu.org/blogs/natalie-e-james/standbyme 
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