
LCF School of Fashion Media Communication

Student Dean Forum Minutes

November, 2016

Item Issue Raised by Details Response Action Updates 

Introduction Apologies Associate Dean

Associate dean- The dean sends his 

apologies for not being able to make the 

forum. 

Strategic plan

AD- UAL is working towards strategic 

plans. As part of this, we are looking to 

do some collaboration along with 

alternative to placement, research led 

activity. 

Profile

AD- We are looking in to the visibility of 

School of Media and Communications 

and will be doing activity around it. We 

want to develop our sites to display 

student and staff work clearly. 

Culture and 

community

AD- We want to involve more student. As 

part of the strategic plan we want to 

focus on culture and community. 

AD- We will focus on diversity and 

attainment. Project with LCC and 

Diversity magazine. 

The Creative Director has met with the 

course reps regarding a community and 

collaboration. 

Collaboration

BA Fashion 

Styling & 

Production

Rep- We did collaboration that was 

practical and productive which was very 

nice. It was a good break.

BA Fashion 

Journalism

Reps- Our collaboration with Fashion 

Communication students was very nice. 

Networking
BA Fashion 

Photography

Rep- The LCF networking event was 

great. We got to meet with designers in 

second year. It would have been nice if 

these events were earlier though. 

Associate Dean

Positives

Updates
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Organisation

Hair, Makeup & 

Prosthetics for 

Performance

Rep- More wig making practical and 

demonstration. 

Note- The rep was not present at the time 

but the Programme Director of Performance 

met with the reps outside of the meeting 

organised by the Students' Union and talked 

through their concerns. 

BA Fashion 

Journalism

Reps- The year 1 Thursday lectures is 

not productive. Instead of 2 hours can 

that be cut down to an hour and half 

each? 

AD- I will feed that back. We are 

open to different way of working 

so we want feedback. 

AD to feed back to the 

course team about the 

structure of the Thursday 

lecture. 

Briefing
BA Fashion 

Journalism

Reps- We didn't have much briefing 

about assignment till two weeks ago. 

First three weeks there was nothing and 

now we have a lot to fit for the rest of the 

term. It was only mentioned in a broad 

way in the handbook. I didn't know what 

to do till now and it could be have been 

easier to have it earlier. Can this be 

moved to earlier for next term?

AD- I will feed that back. There 

could be clear explanation in the 

handbook.

AD to feedback to the 

course team regarding 

course briefing. 

reps- We have bought up the lack of 

studio space but nothing has happened. 

We have five studios and three priorised 

for MA. This makes it hard for BA 

students to plan ahead. Can we have a 

better booking system?

AD- We will be reviewing the 

priority for Fashion Photography. 

Currently four courses use it. We 

are getting more space this term. 

The course leaders will be 

prioritising internally. 

Reps- There is issue with backdrop 

because of supervision. 

AD- That has ben cancelled so it 

will be easier. 

Course 

content

BA Fashion 

Photography
SpaceStudio 
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AD- I can find out what is 

broken. I will email the SU. 

AD to speak with the 

Media Store team and 

email it to the SU. 

Maintenance- We do rely on students to look 

after the equipment and return it to us in a 

usable state. We would recommend that 

students alert the stores when returning the 

kit if it has been damaged .  Regular checks 

are carried out on the equipment, and it is sent 

off for repair as required.  We supply the 

required equipment to carry out the assessment 

brief in line with assessment requirements

A student was given broken equipment- Canon 

cameras have notoriously fragile USB sockets. 

We continue to give out these cameras even 

with broken sockets as the cameras are in high 

demand and mark them. The socket does not 

impair the function of the camera but stops the 

user tethering to a laptop. If we were to send 

cameras away for repair every time a USB 

socket broke, we would have no cameras left to 

give out and no further budget for critical repairs. 

Non-essential repairs are sent away over the 

Easter or Summer breaks to minimize disruption.

Mark on the sensor- We rely on an open 

dialogue with students around condition of 

equipment and received no warning from the 

previous user about any issues. We carry out 

rotating maintenance checks but it is unfeasible 

to check every item in great detail every time it 

gets loaned out. We rely on student feedback 

and ask all students to check equipment 

they are collecting and returning . We could 

factor in downtime for maintenance but this 

would require equipment being regularly taken 

out of circulation and also longer store closures 

so we don’t believe this is the right way forward.

Equipment is old and not up to date – I have had 

several conversations with the student around 

our range of on-camera flash. Our Metz flash 

may look old but that is simply the design. They 

have good battery life, are compatible with all 

cameras and can be used off camera in sets. 

We can look into purchasing dedicated Canon 

flashes this year but these will allow students to 

use automatic TTL setting but will require the 

student to supply their own batteries. 

Unfortunately, budget is not available at present 

to accommodate this request.

Media Store

AD- We can also find out here 

things are allocated. 

Reps- Everything is broken or damaged. 

Resources are not good, media format 

cameras are broken, there is no normal 

flash, camera sensors are dirty and 

repair talked over a month. We were told 

that they would be receiving budget but it 

was taken away last minute. Why don’t 

they have an allocated budget?

BA Fashion 

Photography
Equipment
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Degree Show Information Various
Reps- It would be good to know a plan 

for better time management. 

AD- There are two shows (one is 

internal and the other is external 

selected show for the college).In 

January there will be series of 

communication done with a 

rough guide. Dates are fixed and 

will be emailed. 

AD- Unfortunately, that is 

controlled by the government. 

You could lobby them?

Education office (SU)- 

Immigration advisers at the 

Student Service are really good. 

AD- I could look in to getting 

someone from immigration 

advice to come to the Careers 

day in Lime Grove. 

AD to look in to getting 

immigration adviser to 

come to the Lime Grove 

Careers' Day. 

International VISA advice were on hand at 

the LCF Careers day on 30
th

 Nov

International 

students

Reps- Can university do more to help us 

find job after university for international 

students? We used to have Tier 1 visa 

but that has been cancelled.

BA Fashion 

Photography

Life post 

university


