
 

 

 

 

 

STUDENT COUNCIL  

Thursday 1st December 2016 

6pm, Council Chambers, Leeds Civic Hall, Portland Crescent 

MINUTES 

 
Quorate: YES 

Present: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Attendance: 

Alex Webster (Secretary) 

Michael Austin (Chair’s Aide) 

John Goodwin 

Nicky Goldthorpe 

 

Student Council began at 18:04 

 

 

James Starnes (Chair) 

Harry Walters (VP Activities) 

Maddy Andrews (VP Equality & Diversity) 

Sarah Gillborn (Post-graduate Research Rep) 

Rosie Sewell (LGBTQ* Rep) 

Sonech Maynard (Part-time Student’s Rep) 

Lewis Appleton (SR – Business) 

Saul Muzlish (SR – Comp., Creative Tech & Eng.) 

Klaudia Gawrysiak (SR – Events, Tourism & Hosp.) 

Toyah Bainbridge (SR – Education & Childhood) 

Mikey Barrett (SR – Built Environment & Eng.) 

Grace King (General Rep) 

Harriet Smith (General Rep) 

Priscilla Mushangwe (Societies Rep) 

Jack Harrison (Societies Rep) 

Lewis Ford (Societies Rep) 

Lara Whittaker (Bemedia Rep) 

Marcus Campbell (Bemedia Rep) 

Helen Ndungu (Volunteering Rep) 

Meg Robinson (VP Education) 

Kelly-Anne Watson (VP Welfare) 

Imogen Day (Women’s Rep) 

Alix Doran (Students’ with Disabilities Rep) 

Kai De Genarro (Trans* Students’ Rep) 

Luara Locateli (SR – Law) 

Sherry Iqbal (SR – Social Sciences) 

Katy Graham (SR – Sport) 

Lizzy Cartwright (SR – Cultural Studies & 

Humanities) 

Cat Smith (SR - Film, Music & Performing Arts) 

Sean Benstead (General Rep) 

Emily Riach (First Year Rep) 

Jenny Kelly (SR – Social Sciences) 

Aimee Binns (Students' with Dependants Rep) 

Aisha Bapu (First Year Rep) 

Jamie Hutchinson (Societies Rep) 

Jade Evans (Societies Rep) 

Bridey Chase (AU Rep) 

Ahmed Shire (Volunteering Rep) 



 

Part A: Preliminary Items 

A1 Apologies for Absence  

Student Council noted apologies from:  

 

Riccardo Stone (General Rep) 

Emilia Lewandowska (Mature Students’ Rep) 

Ben Leonard (General Rep) 

Abdi Hassan (SR – Comp., Creative Tech & Eng.) 

Ella Gregg (AU Rep) 

Beth Fenner (AU Rep) 

Juwayria Ali (Societies Rep) 

Joe Murray (SU President) 

 
Unauthorised absences: 
 

Dhivesh Ramdoyal 

Rue Makuve 

 
A2          Declaration of Interest 

 

No declarations of interest were made. 

 

A4          Matters Arising 

 

Nicky Goldthorpe addressed the Council on the absence of the President and the open letter concerning this. 

The VP for Education has taken on the majority of the President’s responsibilities with other VPs taking on 

responsibilities where there are existing crossovers. 

 

Mikey Barrett asked whether the absence was personal or disciplinary. 

Nicky Goldthorpe was unable to comment. 

 

Alix Doran asked a question regarding the circulation and publication of the Students’ Union’s statement regarding 

the President’s absence. 

Nicky Goldthorpe addressed these concerns 

 

Kai De Genarro asked whether the President is currently allowed on Campus. 

Nicky Goldthorpe was unable to comment. 

 

Imogen Day asked whether there would possibly be an internal investigation into how this has been handled. 

Nicky Goldthorpe stated that the Students’ Union had been following legal advice but did not rule out a possible 

review in the future of how the incident was handled if it proves to be necessary.  

 

No further matters arising. 

 

A3          Minutes of the Previous Meeting  

 

Student Council APPROVED the minutes of the last meeting. 

Alix Doran, Students with Disabilities Rep, left the meeting. 



Part B: Items Referred Back      

 

B1          No Platform Policy  
 

The Chair informed the Council of the reasons the Trustees gave for not approving the policy. 
 
Sean Benstead delivered his statement addressing the Trustees reasons for not approving the policy. 
 
Sean Benstead asked the Council to approve his proposal to refer the motion back to the Trustees as it stands with 
an appendix containing his response to the Trustees. 
 
Sarah Gillborn commented on the Trustees failure to mention Islamophobia and solely focus on anti-Semitism. 
 
Saul Muzlish added his support for Sarah’s statement. 
 
Sean Benstead asked to be in attendance at the Board of Trustees meeting. 
 
Discussion took place on whether the policy should be amended to explicitly include anti-Semitism and/or 
Islamophobia. The Council decided that this point should be referenced within the appendix but not to amend the 
motion. 
 
Council were asked to vote for or against the proposal to refer the motion back to the Trustees as it stands with an 
appendix responding to the Trustees’ concerns. 

- FOR - 34 
- AGAINST – 1 
- ABSTENTIONS - 0 

 
PROPOSAL - PASSED 
 
Part C: New Motions 
 
C1         Fairness Form Policy 
 
The Fairness Form Policy was proposed by Lizzy Cartwright, School Rep for Cultural Studies & Humanities. 
Lizzy Cartwright gave a speech in favour of the motion. 
Aisha Bapu gave a speech against the motion. 
 
Imogen Day asked a question regarding the inclusivity of the policy and situations where students could not 
contribute fully to group work for personal reasons. 
 
Meg Robinson stated support for the policy as the Seconder but also reflected Imogen Day’s concerns and stated 
there should be room within the form for self-comment. 
 
Sarah Gillborn asked for further clarification on how the form would be implemented. 
 
Katy Graham raised concerns regarding wider issues of group work and suggested the policy would not be 
preventative. Lizzy Cartwright agreed with said statement but sees such issues as ones to address in the future and 
not within the scope of this policy. 
 
Grace King asked a question on the implementation of the policy across different types of group work. 
 
General discussion on the policy and its implementation took place. 
 
Sonech Maynard raised concerns about the possible abuse of the policy. 
 
Bridey Chase asked a question regarding the inclusivity of the policy and its relation to mitigating circumstances. 
 



Mikey Barrett asked a question on unfairness if the policy was not adopted. 
 
Imogen Day raised a further question on the ability to provide self-comment via the form. 
 
Jack Harrison asked a question regarding group peer pressure and bullying. 
 
Sarah Gillborn asked a question regarding students who suffer from anxiety. 
 
Lizzy Cartwright answered each question. 
Lizzy Cartwright gave a summation speech. 
    
Council were asked to vote for or against this motion: 

- FOR - 18 
- AGAINST - 12  
- ABSTENTIONS - 5 

 
MOTION - PASSED 
 
 
C2         Lecture Capture Policy 
 
The Lecture Capture Policy was proposed by Meg Robinson, VP for Education. 
 
Meg Robinson gave a speech in favour of the motion. 
 
Bridey Chase gave a speech against the motion. 
 
Klaudia Gawrysiak gave a further speech in favour of the motion. 
 
Bridey Chase gave a further speech against the motion. 
 
Sherry Iqbal gave a further speech in favour of the motion. 
 
Aisha Bapu gave a further speech against the motion. 
 
Jack Harrison raised a question regarding the affects the policy could have on lecture attendance. 
 
Imogen Day made a statement on the importance of the policy on accessibility grounds. 
 
Aimee Binns made a further comment on this topic with regards to students with dependants. 
 
Klaudia Gawrysiak asked a question on lecture attendance and its relation to access to lecture recordings. 
 
Further discussion on this matter took place. 
 
Priscilla Mushangwe asked a further question on attendance and access to recordings. 
 
Grace King asked a further question on the accessibility to recordings. 
 
Saul Muzlish asked a question on what types of captures would be used. Saul made a recommendation that video 
capture be included.  
 
Lewis Ford asked a question to Council regarding their concerns with attendance, stated that recordings should be 
available to students regardless of attendance. 
 
Sarah Gillborn asked a question on whether seminars will be recording. Meg Robinson confirmed only lectures will 
be recorded. 



 
Grace King asked a question on whether lecture capture will be opt-in or opt-out. Meg Robinson confirms that it will 
be opt-in to start with. 
 
Jack Harrison asked a further question on attendance. 
 
Ahmed Shire asked a question regarding access to recordings 
 
Meg Robinson answered each question. 
 
Meg Robinson gave a summation speech. 
 
Council were asked to vote for or against this motion.   

- FOR – 33 
- AGAINST – 0 
- ABSTENTIONS - 2 

 
MOTION - PASSED 
 
 
C3         ‘Psychology and the Curriculum: Including those most at risk’ Policy 
 
The ‘Psychology and the Curriculum: Including those most at risk’ Policy was proposed by Sarah Gillborn, Post-
graduate Research Rep. 
 
Sarah gave a speech in favour of the motion. 
 
No speeches were given against the motion. 
 
Grace King asked a question regarding the danger of losing course accreditation and the strategy for implementing 
the policy. 
 
Klaudia Gawrysiak asked a question on the possibility of the policy being applied to other courses. 
 
Harry Walters asked a question related to Sarah Gillborn’s opening speech and asked for sources the Vice Chancellor 
and Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic) stating that universities are institutionally racist. Sarah Gillborn provides 
these sources and references to Council. 
 
Meg Robinson asked a question on the role of the Students’ Union within the policy. 
 
Sarah Gillborn answered each question. 
 
Sarah Gillborn gave a summation speech. 
 
Council were asked to vote for or against this motion.   

- FOR – 30 
- AGAINST – 2 
- ABSTENTIONS - 3 

 
MOTION - PASSED 
 
 
C4          Student Representation in the Community Policy 
     
The Student Representation in the Community Policy was proposed by Kelly-Anne Watson, VP for Welfare. 
 
Kelly-Anne Watson gave a speech in favour of the motion. 



 
No speeches were given against the motion. 
 
Klaudia Gawrysiak asked a question seeking clarity on the motions proposal to introduce a new Rep position. 
 
Imogen Day asked a question regarding how welfare will be prioritised over community aspects of the VP role.  
 
Lewis Appleton asked a question regarding the number of Rep positions that will be created. Kelly-Anne Watson 
confirms that there will be one new role. 
 
Kelly-Anne Watson gave a final speech in favour of the motion.  
 
Council were asked to vote for or against this motion.   

- FOR – 30 
- AGAINST – 0 
- ABSTENTIONS - 5 

MOTION - PASSED 
 
 
Part D: Officer Accountability and Support Panel Reports  
 

Joe Murray (President) 
Meg Robinson delivered the President’s report and states that she has taken on the President’s transport 
objective. 
No questions asked. 
 
Meg Robinson (VP Education) 
Meg Robinson delivered their report. 
 
Meg Robinson informed the Council that more plug sockets will be in the bars in January.  
 
Meg Robinson also states that they wish to open a dialogue on the National Student Survey (NSS) boycott 
and asked for input from the Council. 
 
Imogen Day suggested that the decision to undertake a boycott of the NSS should be put to a referendum. 
 
Mikey Barrett seconded this called for a referendum. 
 
Bridey Chase raised a question concerning students’ knowledge of the NSS and Teaching Excellence 
Framework (TEF) and the need for education on these matters. 
 
Further discussion on the NSS and TEF took place. 
 
Sean Benstead asked a question on what would be the Exec team’s position during a referendum. Meg 
Robinson states they would likely be neutral and primarily act as educators to avoid influencing the result. 
 
Klaudia Gawrysiak asked a question on whether support and promotion of the referendum could be sought 
from lecturers. 
 
A show of hands from the Council shows general support for the referendum.  This is not a binding decision. 
 
 
Maddy Andrews (VP Equality and Diversity) 
Maddy Andrews delivers their report and states progress is being made on the 24 hour faith space. Maddy 
Andrews also informs the panel that accessible sports activities will take place in ‘Give It A Go Week’. 
 
Maddy Andrew also provides more information about their trip to Poland and their visit to Auschwitz. 



 
Discussion took place 
 
Kelly-Anne Watson (VP Welfare) 
Kelly-Anne Watson delivers their report and informs Council of the ‘Don’t Let Yet’ campaign and their work 
on ‘Rate Your Landlord’. 
 
Work has also been undertaken to plan events for disability history month. 
 
Kelly-Anne Watson also stated they are continuing to work on growing community links. 
 
Kelly-anne also informed the Council that they plan on getting the ‘Mindwell’ mental health programme put 
on all computers across campuses.  
 
Kelly-anne also informed the Council that they are writing a paper to the University to seek funding for lights 
in Beckett Park. Here they are also planning to engage with local residents to try and build support.  
 
Kelly-Anne Watson informs the Council that the accommodation are now providing affordable lets at 
Sugarwell Court. 
 
Klaudia Gawrysiak asked a question regarding maintenance work at Sugarwell Court.   
 
Lewis Ford asked a question on allocating affordable accommodation to those most in need of it. Kelly-Anne 
states they will look into this. 
 
Katy Graham asked a question about reserving rooms for students who go through the clearing process. 
Kelly-Anne stated they are unsure if anything is in place as of yet but will again look into it. 
 
Saul Muzlish asked a question on the location of Sugarwell Court and how this may cause other financial 
problems. Kelly-Anne acknowledged and addressed these concerns. 
 
Discussion on how better transport could also address these concerns took place. 
 
Mikey Barrett asked if a cash machine could be installed at Sugarwell Court. Kelly-Anne stated that they will 
look into this. 
 
Harry Walters (VP Activities)  
Harry Walters delivered his report to council and stated that they are writing an article on the problem of 
initiations with sports teams. 
 
Harry Walters is also looking into ways to further promote Bemedia. 
 
No questions were asked.  
 

Part E: Any other Business 

 

Meg Robinson commented on the current situation and thanks the Reps for their understanding whilst 

further offering her support. 

Student Council ended at 19:55 


