
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

These motions are for the Student Voice section of Student Leaders Conference and are presented for 

Student Voice Leaders to vote FOR or AGAINST.  

If passed (with 50% of Voice Leaders at the meeting voting FOR the motion) the motion will become formal 

policy and will be worked on by the MDXSU Executive Committee. 

 

So what are these motions about? 

Motions can be submitted by Voice Leaders and members of the Executive Committee. To be heard and 

voted on at Voice Conference they must be ACADEMIC policies – issues that affect students’ academic 

studies. Wider student issues, such as car parking, food and other policies must go to an all-student vote 

called a referendum that will be organised separately. 
 

 

 

So how will these policies be debated? 

The motion will be proposed, debated and voted on at the Conference. There will be ONE speech FOR and 

one speech AGAINST the motion. The Chair of the debate (MDXSU President) can call for additional rounds 

of speeches, but ONLY if there are people who wish to speak both for and against the motion. 
 

 
 

What’s this got to do with Ideas for Change? 

Nothing! Ideas for Change are a separate tool used to get feedback from all students about issues and 

ideas for students. Those ideas, if they get over 50 likes on the MDXSU website, are presented at Student 

Leaders Conference, but are not formally voted on and do not become MDXSU policy. Leaders are 

encouraged to use the feedback and ideas from Ideas for Change to propose potential motions. 

 
 

How do I submit a motion? 

You can submit a motion to the Democracy and Involvement Committee via studentvoice@mdx.ac.uk up 

to 7 days before the Student Leader Conference. You should have somebody ‘second’ your motion – that 

means having one other person who agrees with your policy. Your motion should be academic – otherwise 

the Democracy and Involvement Committee will require 180 student signatures (1% of the student 

population) to hold a referendum on your issue. 

 
Okay, so let’s find out what policies have been submitted to this Voice Conference! 

http://www.mdxsu.com/top-navigation/your-voice/your-representatives
mailto:studentvoice@mdx.ac.uk


 

Our second Student Leaders Conference of the year will take place on Thursday 26th January 2017 in MDX 
House. Registration and networking will start from 5.30pm in MDX House. These motions will be debated 
at the Conference. 
 
Motion 1: 
Interactive and Practical Learning 
Submitted by: Ekaterina T. Dragomirova 
Seconded by: Ben Brickley 
 
The Union believes:  

1. Seminars should differ from lectures and be more interactive and practical even for courses like law 
or politics.  

2. Business & Law students should be able to debate, review crucial world events and how that impact 
their field, whether that is finance or criminology and most importantly be able to explore the 
opportunities in their education field by more trips in one of the most developed cities in the world.  

 
The Union resolves: 

1. That with the support of Student Voice Leaders, during Boards of Study and other events, we will 
show to our academics our will to learn and self-develop and demand for the opportunity to 
practice our skills during seminars. 

 
No more hidden course costs 
Proposed: Joe Cox 
Seconded: Poppy Heap 
 
This union believes: 

1. That many students have to pay a lot of money on top of their normal tuition fees  
2. That their have been instances of students paying up to £3000 for their end of year projects in 

order to achieve the best possible grade, or having to pay hundreds of pounds to attend trips or 
carry out research that will help them achieve a final grade 

3. That Middlesex University has been ranked in the top ten most expensive universities in the 
country, and that hidden course costs play a part in this 

This union further believes: 
 

1. That no student should have to pay more money, linked to their education, on top of the fees that 
they already pay 

2. That it is immoral to have a two tier system where students who can afford to pay more have easier 
access to better grades 

 
This union resolves: 

1. To set up a campaign on behalf of students to tackle hidden course costs 
2. To work with the university to develop a new system where students do not have to pay out of 

pocket to achieve the best grades 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion 3: 
Timetables, Assessment Deadlines & Feedback 
Submitted by: Ekaterina T. Dragomirova 
Seconded by: Ben Brickley 
 
The Union believes: 

1. All students should have the right to receive immovable timetables and assessment deadlines two 
weeks before the beginning of the term.  

2. This way they will be able to plan their schedules around commuting, work, family and 
extracurricular activities like sports or societies.  

3. If all students are able to meet their deadlines their academics should be able to give timely and 
effective feedback. 

 
The Union resolves: 

1. We, Middlesex University Students’ Union will lobby our Departmental Leaders to organise their 
schedules and inform our students on time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion 4: 
Creative students deserve better 
Proposed: Joe Cox 
Seconded: Poppy Heap 
 
This union believes: 
 

1. That creative students nationally are not treated as well as other students who study non-creative 
courses. 

2. That the creative arts have faced systematic cuts nationally year-on-year, with little or no 
opposition. 

3. That this government have, through the recent BBC White Paper, systematically attacked and 
undermined the BBC, which is the champion of creativity in Britain, due to ideological purposes. 

4. That the National Union of Students have done nothing to lobby or campaign on behalf of creative 
students to help with the challenges that they face. 

 
This union further believes: 
 

1. That creative students on the Middlesex campus often have to pay huge sums of their own money 
in order to achieve the best grade that they can get. For example, fashion students who have to pay 
for material, or music students who have to pay for instruments and sheet music. 

2. That most creative students are based in the Grove building, which is in a secluded part of the 
campus with little lighting or security presence. 

3. That most creative students are based in the Grove building, which contains facilities that students 
need, but closes at 10pm everyday, while students who only need the Library for their studies have 
24-hour access. 

4. That buildings that house facilities needed for creative students are often open for any student to 
walk into and use; for example the music practice rooms, while buildings that house specialist 
facilities for other students, such as the Hatchcroft building or the Ritterman building, are usually 
locked down so that only the students who need those facilities to learn can use them. 

 
This union resolves: 
 

1. To set up and run a campaign to put the issues facing creative students on the agenda for the 
university, to make sure that they aren’t being overlooked. 

2. To approach the university about the opening hours of the Grove building, to ask them to grant 24-
hour access to the building for creative students, and to campaign for it to happen until it does. 

3. To approach the university about security around the Grove building, to ask them to increase both 
security presence and security measures around the Grove building, and to campaign for it to 
happen until it does. 

4. To approach the university about the extra charges that some creative students have to pay, to ask 
them to introduce measures that stop students having to pay this extra money, and to campaign 
for it to happen until it does. 

5. To approach the university about creative students not having their specialist facilities reserved for 
them, to ask them to make rooms that contain specialist facilities for creative students card access 
only, and to campaign for it to happen until it does. 

6. To submit a motion to NUS national conference calling for the National Union to start a campaign 
on behalf of creative students across the country to lobby on their behalf against government 
attacks. 

 
 
 



Motion 5: 
Don’t have more than 1 assessment deadline in a week 
Submitted by: Ekaterina T. Dragomirova 
Seconded by: Ben Brickley 
 
The Union believes: 

1. Students experience lots of stress around assessments and exams.  
2. Having to worry about more than one deadline can be detrimental to students’ mental health. 

 
The Union resolves: 

1. To have the deadlines of assessment distributed thoughtfully throughout the academic year in a 
way which is mostly manageable for our students. 

 
 
 
Get in touch with us at studentvoice@mdx.ac.uk with any questions, 
See you at Conference!  

mailto:studentvoice@mdx.ac.uk

