
 

Aidarous Sheikh 

Hi All,  

My name is Aidarous Sheikh a 2nd year Business Management student. I will be totally honest, I am 

not going to be making promises which I am not going to fulfil, nor will I write a manifesto full of 

hope and aspiration, to make some kind of milestone changes. However, one thing I am going to 

promise and I am certain that I will fulfil as A NUS delegate is to represent YOU the students in the 

best manner, putting YOUR interests and concerns, at first. I will challenge any policies that are not 

in OUR favour as well as the favour of all students.  

Let US work TOGETHER and make things HAPPEN!  

Your fellow student,  

Aidarous Sheikh  



STOP THE CUTS!
vote Ana #1 vp student life

- STOP THE CUTS: join 
UCU in fight against 
management plans to 
sack 265 lecturers

-SAVE OUR SERVICES: 
no cuts or privatisation 
of the NHS, students 
need healthcare too!

-SOLIDARITY WITH  
PALESTINE: boycott,   
divestment, sanctions

-THE RENT IS TOO DAMN 
HIGH: campaign to 
cap rents in london & 
kingston

-HANDS OFF OUR   
CLASSMATES: no immi-
gration restrictions and 
no deportations

-INTERNATIONAL   
STUDENTS: free health-
care and full rights to 
work

-ZERO TOLERANCE 
FOR PREJUDICE: fight   
racism, sexism and 
homophobia by any 
means necessary

-STUDENT RIGHTS 
AT WORK: unionise     
students and campaign 
for london living 
wage





Bashir Ibrahim – NUS Delegate 

At a time where major changes are happening to the education in our country, that is most certainly 

going to affect Kingston University students, we need a strong, coherent voice to air our concerns. I 

am able to provide that voice. With rising tuition fees and our local stations falling within zone 6, 

these are real barriers to education for Kingston students. If I am selected as a NUS Delegate, rest 

assured I’ll be proactive and offering amendments and changes that would be in the interests of 

Kingston students. I have strong morals and principles and even stronger convictions – I will always 

champion for the good of Kingston students.  

Main goals 

 Represent Kingston Students at a national level by voting on NUS’ national policy and 
elected officers 
 

 Provide a BME student voice at the NUS Conference 

 

 Attend all relevant fringe meetings that may be of benefit to Kingston students 

 



Vote Vods for VP Learning & Teaching

A bit about me: I’m Charlie Voden, I read Sport Science and started at 
Kingston in 2011 after taking a gap year working at a school. I’m currently 
involved in KUSU in a variety of ways from working in the sports office 
part-time to an active involvement in a selection of sports clubs including 
Women’s Rugby, Hockey and I also row at Kingston Rowing Club.

Coursework.
• I will endeavour to get the opening hours of the drop boxes increased, and push for 

a paperless system. If we have to hand our coursework in on time, our lecturers 
should be obliged to give it back before the deadline they set in the module guide & 
all the results for a taken module should be available at the same time.

Hidden Costs. 
• I believe there should be NO hidden costs involved in you degree! I think the 

university should be transparent in what you have to pay and you should know 
about extra costs before you started or the cost should be included in your tuition 
fee.

Technology.
• I will ensure the IT infrastructure is continuously improved to keep up with ever-

improving modern technology, and push for faster wifi and internet!

As VP Learning & Teaching I will:

As a Member of the KUSU executive team I will:

Campus redevelopment. 
• With ‘Town house’ being rebuilt 

what do we want there? More 
Study Space? More computers? A 
better bar?  If elected I will work 
with the executive team to ensure 
that the redevelopment leads to a 
higher quality student experience.

Kingston Award.
• I will work with the executive team to 

ensure that the new record of all round 
achievement ‘Kingston Award’ is  fair, 
achieved based on merit, achievement 
and contribution to university, rather 
than an award given based on your 
ability to tick the required boxes.

As VP L & T my aim will be to ensure that we as students receive the high quality all 
round, value for money education that we deserve. I believe that for this to happen we 
as students need to be heard and I will work tirelessly for our voice to have an impact. 

Let’s work together to make this University great!

After all studying whether we like it or not it is what we are all here for!!

Voting Online 11-15th March



Why Vote for Vods?

“Vods is a real ambassador 
for Kingston University with 
an active role in both the 
academic and social aspects. 
She is passionate about her 
studies and sports making 
her the perfect candidate for 
the VP  Learning & 
Teaching.”
Rebecca Rees

“I know Vods to be strong 
willed, persuasive and not 
afraid to voice her 
opinions, because of this I 
think that she should be 
elected." 
Jodie Lewin

“Charlie is motivated and driven and always makes 
other students and their issues her main priority.

She is organised and well structured, key traits 
need to be a student trustee.

After working with her for quite sometime there is 
no question that her attitude and tenacity are 
exactly what VP learning & Teaching need!!”
Andy Gibson, Senior Course  Rep

Voting Online 11-15th March



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twitter.com/ChloeDeasey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FACT OF THE MATTER IS… 

The impact of tuition fees is 

undoubtedly going to affect KU Student 

life, with less money to socialize I want 

to establish free and discounted events 

for KU students. Students care about 

money, socialising, education, health, 

employment and life in general. That’s 

why my main priority in Office will be 

to join and provide students with a 

fulfilling university experience they can 

call their own! Creating better links 

socially between campus and halls will 

build a better KU spirit, competitions 

and joint events to name a few will be 

a start. It is all about living the 

STUDENT LIFE YOUR WAY!! 

FIRST YEAR?! 

Proofs in the pudding- I live as hard as I work and so 

pledge to provide you with the essential side-order 

student life package to go with your degree! 

What? Where? When? Why? 

I want to publish advertisements weekly 

to keep you KU informed! Build your own 

path with cabaret shows, comedy nights, 

poetry nights, warehouse raves, live 

audience’s, theatre, live music, free stuff, 

the London club scene, Kingston club 

nights and surrounding area, sporting 

events, quiz nights, student nights and so 

much more to your Door! Get KU 

Informed and create YOUR student life! 

With Chloé Deasey 

STUDENT LIFE 

VICE PRESIDENT! 

2012 KUSU ELECTIONS 

More Halls events throughout 

the year especially in the first 

month of freshers, first year is 

about getting out and finding 

out what KU has to offer, time 

goes fast so I’m here to help you 

settle in and make the most of 

Uni life! 

Manifesto  

4 

VOTING ON MYKINGSTON- 11TH MARCH 15TH MARCH 2013 

FACEBOOK.COM/KusaElectionStudentLifeVp 



 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      I am also the KUSU Catholic Society President which has 
shown me how societies work and allowed me to promote 
interfaith initiatives and religious equality by working with other 
religious societies like the (Islamic, Jewish, Christian & other socs) 
 
Why did I decide to run? 
        A president is a democratically chosen leader, having already 
been chosen by you to be your student officer last year as well as 
having been peer-voted as KU Course Rep of the year has 
spurred me on to run for this role. I have shown diverse and 
effective representation skills necessary to facilitate student voice 

and get things done  
 
Did you know? 
     Kingston University has a 24,000 student population made of female students and students of varied 
ethnicity, yet we haven’t had a female president or an Asian ethnicity president in the last 12yrs! Showing 
ineffective and unequal opportunity at representation for us all! A vote for me would mean a vote for 
change by accepting diversity as our reflection and acceptance of women in authority. 
 
What will I do for you?    

Create opportunities make your student experience extraordinary 
To allow you to personally develop 

KUSU awards 
For Society Committee members, Course reps and Officers 

recognition and employability enhancement 

Course Rep scheme Representation for every student 

Course Rep Congress Embedded in KUSU representation structure 

more student jobs pay students 
develop research and employability skills 

1st and 2nd year survey See change happen whilst at Uni 

Free Wednesday afternoons.  For sport or society participation 
Work to have Postgraduates afternoon off 

SU Campus ‘tours’  Awareness of SU and your Officers 

KUSU image promoting and celebrate clubs and societies 

New SU centre/office future for KUSU 

Interfaith opportunities encourage faith dialogue 

Campus development sports facilities  
prayer space 

Denza Gonsalves for #1 PRESIDENT 
 

   My name is DENZA GONSALVES and I am in my 
3rd year studying for a Biochemistry degree. 
I am currently the Non-Portfolio Student Officer 
at KUSU, the Course representative for level 6 
Biochemistry and a Senior course rep for my 
faculty all of which has given me experience in 
student representation at different levels 

 



As your next president I will: 
 
Create opportunities that would allow you to make your university student experience extraordinary and 
allow you to personally develop yourself. 
 
Develop KUSU awards for Society Committee members, Course reps and student Officers who invest 
countless hours, I want to create for them recognition and employability enhancement as currently KUSU 
shows no appreciation to our engaged students. 
 
Work to generate more student jobs and continue for our staff to always be student-staff, as a current 
student-staff employee I have insight into how our commercial services operate and how they can be 
improved. 
 
Course Rep scheme is very personal to me so I will work on its further development across all faculties 
with quality training so that every student on every course at Kingston University has a representative.  
 

I will work with the VP L&T to ensure the new Course Rep Congress is embedded in KUSU structure 
Build the new Senior Course Rep scheme to allow students to engage further with the University and the 
Union to create change. 
 
Invest in projects where students are able to develop their research and employability skills aswell as 
earning money for it! This year I worked on SADRAS, a scheme that payed students £1000 to complete 
research projects, gain valuable skills and interact with academics outside lecture hours. 
 
Better surveys for 1st and 2nd year students to give early effective feedback that you are able to see it 
works and is turned into action. Working as an NSS ambassador and hearing what students have to say, I 
believe final year is too late to leave feedback! 
 
Maintain the free Wednesday afternoons for students to take part in any sport or society activity. I will 
also work to get Postgraduates similar afternoons free so they too are able to participate in such activities. 
 
Work to create more social space by working with the university to recognise pockets of free spaces 
around the different campuses that can be developed into social spaces for students. 
 
Organise SU Campus ‘tours’ where your student officers come to your campus to hear what you have to 
say and make the SU more campus visible. 
 
Improve KUSU image in media advertising more of the good work done by the SU also promoting and 
celebrating the hard work of all our clubs and societies that make them so fantastic! 
 
I promise to work to build a future for KUSU by getting the university to financially commit to a new SU 
centre/office in either the new building or separately, if unable to do so I will challenge the university to 
show the students where our money is invested for student experience 
 
Religious students deserve comfort and celebration about their faith, I will work to have more events 
organised to encourage faith dialogue, interfaith opportunities and investment in more prayer facilities. 
  
I will work on the £80 million university campus development to be invested in developing our sports 
facilities for our clubs and general students to use aswell as form better community links. 
 

Vote DENZA GONSALVES for #1 President   (11th-14th of March on www.kusu.co.uk) 



     

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Hello, my name is Emma Shakir, I am running for Vice President Learning and Teaching. I 

am currently studying biochemistry, in my final year. I have been a course representative 

for Biochemistry since the beginning of my degree. I have also been involved with the 

university through mentoring programs.  

 

Why vote for me? 

    I am passionate about learning and 

have always aspired to learn more. As 

Vice President Learning and Teaching I 

could benefit the students from my 

personal experiences. I believe that the 

students should get the best out of their 

time at the university by participating in 

every opportunity possible, using their 

resources and fully utilising the 

substantial fee that they pay to study.  

    I also pledge to attend all committees 

that fall under the remit of Vice 

President Learning and Teaching so that I can speak out and represent for what students 

say is good at university and what needs improving. 

    I am very friendly and easy to approach so you can be confident to come and talk to me 

about any issues that affect your academic studies as well as any other problem you may 

have, as your sabbatical I will do my best to help you and represent you in all form of 

academic issues. 

 



 

 

 

Elect me and I will campaign: 

 For greater investment in education. 

 To widen student’s participation within the union and the university in opportunities 

such as; mentoring, course reps and senior course rep. 

 To continue to fight against increased and hidden fees. 

 For improvements at university level, specifically on plagiarism awareness and 

improving coursework feedback procedures. 

 To represent students from all backgrounds and campaign on the issues that are 

important to them. 

 To increase union engagement with our diverse student body. To do this I will be on 

the main campus sites and promoting union services throughout the year.  

 To create more opportunities for internships, placements and apprenticeships 

(careers and employability). 

 To make advice and guidance services readily available for all of the student body.  

 To work with the officers to provide a better student union. 

 To work alongside other staff members and the university to develop an effective 

course rep system. 

 To be the primary representative for students with cases relating to academic issues. 

 Develop and facilitate a year long programme of education related campaigns. 

 To work alongside other staff members and the university to ensure that academic 

regulations / procedures are fair to our students. 

 Work alongside our collaborative partners to ensure all Kingston students receive 

equal access to quality learning and teaching. 

 Will positively support the work of academic based part-time officers. 

 Will represent the student body on academic related University committee. 

 

Vote for me to ensure your voices are heard.  

on MyKingston between March 11th and March 15th 
 
e-mail: E.shakir@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:E.shakir@hotmail.co.uk


STOP THE CUTS!
vote ewan#1 lgbt officer

-NO STAFF CUTS: We op-
pose management plans 
to sack 265 lecturers.

-SCRAP TUITION FEES, 
BRING BACK EMA: LGBT 
students hit harder by 
fees and lack of funding

-SOLIDARITY WITH PAL-
ESTINE: no pinkwashing 
of the israeli state.  Boy-
cott, Divestment, Sanc-
tions

-STOP TRANSPHOBIA: cam-
paign for gender neutral 
toilets and safe environ-
ments for transgendered 
students

-HANDS OFF OUR CLASS-
MATES: free healthcare, 
full rights to work and 
no deportations of inter-
national students

-THAT’S NOT BANTER, 
THAT’S HOMOPHOBIA: 
for visual awareness 
campaigns on LGBT 
liberation at all 4 
campuses

-ZERO TOLERANCE FOR 
PREJUDICE: fight rac-
ism, sexism and hom-
ophobia by any means 
necessary

-STOP ERASING OUR 
HISTORY: we need a 
vibrant celebration 
of the radical histo-
ry behind LGBT history 
month



STOP THE CUTS!
vote francesca #1 for KUSU President

+NO STAFF CUTS: join 
UCU in fight against 
management plans to 
sack 265 lecturers

+EDUCATION IS A RIGHT 
NOT A PRIVILEGE: 
kingston should join 
campaign to scrap 
tuition fees

+SOLIDARITY WITH 
PALESTINE: boycott, 
divestment, sanctions

+ARMS COMPANIES 
OFF OUR CAMPUS: no 
more contracts with 
BAE systems & CISCO

+HANDS OFF OUR 
CLASSMATES: free 
healthcare, full 
rights to work and         
no deportations for    
international students

+LOOKING AFTER   
STUDENT RIGHTS AT 
WORK: kingston should 
join campaign for  
london living wage

+ZERO TOLERANCE 
FOR PREJUDICE: fight 
racism, sexism and 
homophobia by any 
means necessary

+DEMOCRATISE OUR 
UNION: monthly open 
meetings at each   
campus



FOR  

                      Funmi 
Hello Everyone! 

I am Funmi Kehinde, am an international student studying I.T with Innovation and Management Studies 
and am running for the International Student Officer post at the Student Union. 

I am running because I believe in making an impact and contributing in any environment I find myself 
and also listening to issues which affect people and making life better for them. I am part of the KUSU 
volunteering, and contributed by knitting hats for premature babies during KUSU Volunteering week. 
Being a part of volunteering week made me realize the little way I can make life better for students. I am 
also a member of Connect UK International, being involved in a group which helps international 
students interact with each other and with EU students has enabled me really engage with actual 
international students from various for international campuses in the University. 

As international students, I also believe strength lies in the diversity of our culture and values and 
therefore we can harness our strengths into creating the change we want to see in the University. 

Coming from a different country can be a very daunting experience for students and I would personally 
want to change that for every international student, if elected in this position; I would  

 Organize social events for international students with the international office thus improving the 
international experience for every student. 

 Promote active communications between students and the international community through 
social medium 

 Help  international students get more involved in activities with KUSU Societies and Clubs  
 Listen to issues that relate to international students and work together with relevant offices to 

resolve them through meetings and campaign. 
 Help international students deal with the culture shock of relocating from their home country by 

educating them about the British culture 

My name is Funmi Kehinde and I am running for the International student officer position. Please vote 
for me between 11th March and 15th March 2013 and let’s put international students at the heart of KU! 

 



The Story so far:
I am a second year Music student. I would like to have the chance to put across my 
views as a student aswell as a Student Union Officer.  I have been a valid member of 
our union partaking in many activities run by the union in the past two years i have 
been studying at Kingston university.
 
The next step:
I am now standing to be your VP Activities to help move the Union in the right 
direction. I enjoy performing and creative events management! There will be so many 
different activities and events that take place in and around the Students' Union 
throughout the year and I want as many people to take part through societies, and in 
your student communities. Both myself  want to make sure that students feel 
comfortable to pursue their passions, discover new hobbies and enjoy their own 
unique experience whilst at the University.
 
Why me...??
Given the opportunity, I feel I can make great contributions to the Students’ Union for 
the current and future Kingston University students. I am hard working and committed 
and dedicated to build a brand of loyalty towards the Student Union in which all 
Students can take pride in.
 
VOTE GEORGE HARVEY #1 for VP Activities!!!!



VOTE HANNAH MARIE NEWNHAM 
FOR 

VP STUDENT 
LIFE!

2. CHAMPION 
MINORITY 
RIGHTS
-Continue current work and 
raise awareness for minority 
groups.

-Push for lighter Visa 
restrictions for international 
students.
-Work for better rights and 
provisions for nursing students 
and support the creation of a 
nursing society. 
-Ensure international students 

have support in order to thrive at Kingston. 

1.IMPROVE SOCIAL SPACES
- New Building at Penrhyn Road Campus.
- New Sports Hall at Kingston Hill Campus.
- More events to take place in the bars.
- Better quality and wider availability of food in the 
canteens.

- Better coffee across campuses.

3. GET STUDENTS JOBS
- Free accredited courses such as first aid.
- Better links with employers.
- Equal access for every student including funding.
- Longer LRC for Roehampton Vale and Knights 

Park.  

If I am elected in I will promise to wear a Banana costume for 
1 week to all campuses. 

VOTING WEEK: 11 MARCH to 15 MARCH 2013

Hi, I’m Hannah Newnham I have chosen to 
run for VP Student Life because I want to be 
an ear to listen to you guys. I’ve worked as a 
course rep, student ambassador and in 
Hannafords bar for almost 3 years, and have 
seen first hand the things that the union do 
to improve our learning and life at Kingston. 
I want to give something back and help the 
students, “SHAPING YOUR UNI LIFE!”

I WILL AIM TO:



 

My name is HENRIETTA ARASANMI and I am currently running for the position 

of non-portfolio officer in the Kingston University Student Office. I am a 2nd 

year Civil Engineering student, a current level 5 course representative and a 

senior course representative within the faculty of SEC. These roles involve 

representing the students academically as well making sure that the students’ 

voice is heard by members of the faculty.  

Due to the fact that the non-portfolio officer has no remit, the following are 

some of the issues I have come across as a course representative and will work 

to rectify if elected: 

 Hidden Costs – Most courses have hidden costs that students are not 

immediately aware of. For example, some courses charge their students 

to go on field trips while for other courses, the field trips are free. 

 Personal Tutors – Most students would like an increased interaction 

between them and their lecturers. Making sure that the launch of the 

new personal tutor scheme and its continual use thereafter would be 

part of my duties. 

 Course Representative System – As both a course and senior course 

representative, I have seen how the system can be strengthened and put 

to good use across all faculties. 

 Campus Interaction – Working with the VP Activities to set up events 

that increases interaction between campuses, so that all students feel 

involved within the university.  

 

HENRIETTA ARASANMI  #Non-Portfolio Officer 

Vote on MyKingston, March 11th – March15th 

Henrietta Arasanmi  

       #Non-Portfolio Officer 



Henry Eaton 
Email: Henaree@gmail.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/henaree 

My name is Henry, and I'm looking for your vote in the KUSU Elections. I'm a 23 year old 
Computer Science (Games Programming) Student, and when I'm not swearing at my 
code, I'm letting off steam playing video games with the Kingston University Video Games 
Society, which I am President of. 

But just because I play games doesn't mean I should be dismissed as unsociable and 
uninvolved - I also sit on the KUSU Societies Working Group, which decides who gets 
money from the Union to help improve their societies. 

What will I do when I am Elected? 
M Contribution 

A vote for me is a vote for getting more of us involved. 

Mcommunication 
A vote for me is a vote for a clearer, better way of communicating. 

Mcommunity 
A vote for me is a vote for chipping in. 

Mvalue for Money 
A vote for me is a vote for getting your money's worth. 

M Student Jobs 
A vote for me is a vote for more opportunities for students. 

MEquality 
A vote for me is a vote for continued equality excellence. 

M Campus Redevelopment 
A vote for me is a vote for a uni that listens. 

MTechnologies 
A vote for me is a vote for an up-to-date Kingston. 



What does all that actually mean? 
M Contribution 

Kingston has over 20,000 students. But in last year's elections not even 1000 of us 
actually bothered to vote for who represents us to the University. 

What gives? 

If I'm elected, I'll be campaigning to boost those numbers. Not just in the elections, 
but in all things KUSU: Volunteering, Societies, Sports, all that good stuff. 

A vote for me is a vote for getting more of us involved. 

M Communication 
How many students know what the Union can do for them? What it is actually for? 

How to get in contact with those that work there? 

What with the poor election turnouts, I reckon not many. 

What about the uni itself? Have you heard of RAF (Review of Academic 
Framework)? The Kingston Award? These are proposals by the uni that will have a 

large impact on student life, but we've heard barely anything about them. 

If I'm elected, I'll be improving the way both the Union and the uni interact with and 
inform the student body. 

A vote for me is a vote for a clearer, better way of communicating. 

M community 
The Borough of Kingston has given us so much. We are indulged with discounts, 
excluded from council tax and provided with a safe environment for us to live and 
study in. 

We need to start giving back, with a focus on volunteering. 

If I'm elected, I aim to raise awareness of volunteering, both self-led and arranged 
by KUSU. 

With five campuses, there doesn't seem to be a lot of mingling. The Sports lot have 
their Cougar Chaos, fair enough. But more needs to be done to get others involved, 
like international students and societies. 

If I'm elected, I will work closely with VP of Activities to ensure a closer set of cam
puses. 

A vote for me is a vote for chipping in. 



M student Jobs 
Most of us need a job whilst we study, be it to pay rent, eat or just have a little 
extra spending money after we blow our loans. 

The Students' Union provides jobs for us, which is great. What isn't is that you 
can only apply once a year. I don't know about you, but this seems the wrong 
way to go about it for me. What happens if staff have to leave? How is the gap 
filled? 

If I'm elected, I'll aim to redesign the application process to make it more dy
namic to allow for constant applicants. 

Students can work in the bars and shops of Kingston, as well as the KUSU of
fices. Students can also work for the uni as ambassadors. Surely there is more 
work for students to do? 

If I'm elected, I will push to generate more jobs for students within the Union 
and the uni itself. 

A vote for me is a vote for more opportunities for students. 

M"' Equality 
KUSU is brilliant with its campaigning for equal rights. The current staff have 

done a wonderful job making sure that Kingston is an inclusive, welcoming Uni. 

If I'm elected, I will work with VP Student Life to ensure the standards set will be 
upheld and improved upon. 

A vote for me is a vote for continued equality excellence. 

M"' Campus Redevelopment 
In 2012, KU spent a cool £50million on campus redevelopment. Over the next 5 years, they intend 
to invest £80million more. 

Good stuff. Some parts of Kingston Uni could do with a splash of paint and a remodel or two; but 
there needs to be student input. We should have a say in what goes where. 

If elected, I'll ensure Kingston provides facilities its students want. 

A vote for me is a vote for a uni that listens. 



~Technologies 
~~I can't connect to the WiFi, again!" 

We've all heard this. Its 2013. Everyone and their mum has at least one device that 
can connect to the internet wirelessly. VVny is it such a pain to connect at Kingston? 

There are numerous other tech problems that I'm sure people have encountered, 
from having to submit coursework via CD, to lecturers not uploading slides/marks to 
Studyspace. 

If elected, I will campaign to ensure Kingston upgrades to current tech. 

A vote for me is a vote for an up-to-date Kingston 

What are students saying about me? 

"Henry is a down to earth, original guy who is willing t~ s~and up for what is right and 
face down with confidence that Wh1ch 1s wrong. 

A vote f'or him is an added bonus to your education. 
Think about it..." 

President, Connect UK International Society 

"Henry is a committed individual who is passionate about the work that he 
do~s. H~ has sh~wn his dedication to students and KUSU this year by being 
actively Involved 1n the societies working group as a volunteer representative 
as ~ell as going above and beyond for his society. He has many good ideas 
Which I have no doubt he will put all his effort into if elected as President. 1 

would not hesitate to recommend Henry." 

Lauren McCormack 
Vice President of Activities, Kingston University Students' Union 

Elizabeth Carse 
President, LGBT Society 



STOP THE CUTS!
vote Muhammad #1 VP learning 
and teaching

-NO STAFF CUTS: join 
UCU in fight against 
management plans to 
sack 265 lecturers

-FREE EDUCATION: kusu 
should join campaign to 
abolish tuition fees and 
bring back ema

-SOLIDARITY WITH PAL-
ESTINE: boycott, divest-
ment, sanctions

-EDUCATION IS FOR ALL: 
campaign for kingston 
to provide more schol-
arships

-HANDS OFF OUR CLASS-
MATES: free healthcare, 
full rights to work and 
no deportations for in-
ternational students

-OUR UNIVERSITIES 
AREN’T SUPERMARKETS: 
fight any attempts to 
privatize our uni

-ZERO TOLERANCE FOR 
PREJUDICE: fight rac-
ism, sexism and hom-
ophobia by any means 
necessary

-ARMS COMPANIES OFF 
OUR CAMPUS: no more 
contracts with BAE sys-
tems and CISCO 



 

 

MATURE STUDENT OFFICER 

Vote for KATHY 

 

 We should have university services which reflect our 

needs as mature students.  I will create a dedicated 

Freshers event to welcome new students 

 Mature students are more likely to have family 

responsibilities.   I will work with the university and KUSU 

to create a dedicated support network for students as 

carers and students as parents 

 Mature students are more likely to have employment 

status.  This should be reflected in our careers and 

employability service and in our courses to better support 

mature graduates 

 Mature students are more likely to seek financial 

assistance from the university (NUS Pound in your pocket 

research). I will work towards better communication and access 

for mature students to be able to access help 

 

Did you know  

24% of students are over 25?!!  

That means almost a quarter 

 of students are   

Mature students             

  

  

  

 

Knowing how to help you 

Always here to listen 

Tackling problems 

Having time for you 

Your vote = your voice 

I started at Kingston University 2010 and am studying 
Forensic Science.  I am a senior course rep and I have so 
far been able to: 

o Organise extra lab sessions and tutorials 
o Get better feedback from lecturers 
o Have power point notes put up on study space 

before lectures 
o Work with KUSU on the campus redevelopment 

plan and re-development of Townhouse 
o Improve communication between students using 

social networking 
o Work to build better partnership with university 

staff though KUSU senior course reps 
 

I want to: 
 
 Set up a support network to help mature 

students 
 Host a coffee morning once a month 
 Set up peer to peer support 
 Make sure you have the opportunity to fulfil 

your potential 
 Make your time at university an enjoyable one 
 Be your voice at meetings so that your voice 

gets heard 
 

I am analytical I want to deal  with the solutions 
 

I GET INVOLVED = YOU GET INVOLVED 

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE OUR TIME AT UNIVERSITY A SUCCESS 





 

  

Voting Online 11th–15thMarch 2013 

#1 Student Trustee 

TEAM VOICE! 

 I have been in office as Vice President Activities for  2 
years (where I am also a student trustee) I have gained a 
wealth of knowledge of how KUSU and the Trustee 
Board runs and would like to continue to ensure it runs 
effectively 

 There have been many occasions where we have had to 
make big decisions over the two years which has 
improved representation at KUSU. I would like to 
continue to be part of this and share my experience with 
the new team of elected officers 

 KUSU has been a large part of my life and I am now 
returning to my final year of my degree. I would like to 
continue to contribute to KUSU in my last year at 
Kingston and feel this is a responsibility I can balance 
with my degree 

 

What do I want to do if re-elected? 

Student Trustee 

McCORMACK 
BACK.... (Again) Why am I re-running? 

 I have dedicated a lot of time and effort into KUSU to ‘Make Life Better For Kingston Students’’ and feel I 
am a good candidate for the Student Trustee role. some of the things I have played a part in so far include: 

o Planning, developing and delivering Global Festival ‘The World in a Week’ 
o Running the Your Campus Your Say Campaign 
o Changing the Vice President Communications Role to Vice President Student Life 
o Creating a communications Coordinator role and Student Voice Coordinator role 
o Planning, developing and delivering events such as Cougar Chaos/ Cougar Calm/Eco-Swapshop 
o Working on getting feedback for The Kingston Award 
o Working in partnership as KUSU with KU to write The Kingston University Sports Strategy 
o  

 

 

Why should I be elected again??? 

 

AS 

 Keep KUSU on track. There have been many changes within KUSU and the Higher Education system which has 
made the past two years really challenging. I want to use my experience during these years to keep KUSU 
going in the right direction to ensure we continue to do well. 

 Work with the student officers to make sure KUSU is not forgotten when it comes to the Campus Development 
Plan. Having run the Your Campus Your Say campaign I want to make sure the University don’t forget that 
students should be at the heart of the decisions which are being made after my year in office.  

 I realise the importance of KUSU Activities and would like to keep these on the agenda at the Trustee Board 
level by working in partnership with the student officers. 

 Ensure all the events such as Varsity, Sports Awards, Society Awards, Volunteering Awards ‘Cougar Chaos’, 
‘Cougar Calm,’ Freshers week, and all such events continue to be run successfully by working in partnership 
with KUSU staff and Officers and sharing my experience where it is needed 

 

 

VOTE 

I Will: 

VOTE 

As your 

Vote McCormack Back to keep KUSU on track! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why vote McCormack Back as  

A Student Trustee? 

“I’ve worked with Lauren for around 6 months now. In that time, I have 

seen her work two jobs when she should only be working one. She did so 

efficiently, effectively and without complaint. Her two years of 

experience under the VP Activities role gives her everything she needs, 

and more, to be a Student Trustee. She’s an obvious choice.” 

(Henry, KUVeGaS) 

“Lauren McCormack is a real asset to KUSU, her dedication in delivering 

the best for Kingston students is unrivalled. By voting her in for 

another year you would be voting for more remarkable progress in what 

your students union can offer you.” 

(Tom, KUHC) 

“I have known Macca for nearly three years and I am still continually 

amazed by her devotion and sense of duty. She has poured herself into 

her role as VP Activities for two years taking on extra roles, without 

hesitation, to ensure the smooth running of Student Union. Her 

achievements are impressive and I believe her knowledge of KUSU, 

diligence and positive attitude make her and ideal candidate to help 

oversee the running of our Student Union. Her goal has always been to 

improve student life and her continuing service will be a great asset to 

the student body.”       (Andy, KUMC) 

I think Lauren would be great at the role as she has proven herself to be a 

hardworking and competent professional in the role over the past year. She 

is a very likeable character who takes her job seriously. 

(Jak, KUHC) 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

VOTE LEANNE EWING 

VOTING ON 
MYKINGSTON  
11-15TH MARCH 

 
FOR STUDENTS IN PROFESSIONAL 
PRACTICE OFFICER 
KUSU 
 

 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ 
GROUPS/KUSUSIPPO2013 
 



  
 
 

LEANNE EWING 
FOR STUDENTS IN PROFESSIONAL  
PRACTICE OFFICER 

ABOUT ME 
 
• 19 YEARS OLD 
• LEVEL 5 LLB LAW 

STUDENT 
• COURSE 

REPRESENTATIVE 
FOR LLB LAW 

• ONE OF THE 
WINNERS OF THE 
UNIVERSITIES’ 
BRIGHTEST 
BUSINESS BRAIN’S 
BEST TEAMWORK 
AWARD 

• MEMBER OF THE 
ENTREPRENEUR AND 
LAW SOCIETIES 

ABOUT ME 
 
• 20 YEARS OLD 
• THIRD YEAR LLB LAW STUDENT 
CURRENTLY STUDYING ABROAD 

• HELD COURSE REPRESENTATIVE FOR 
LLB LAW 

• ONE OF THE WINNERS OF THE 
UNIVERSITIES’ BRIGHTEST BUSINESS 
BRAIN’S BEST TEAMWORK AWARD 

• MEMBER OF THE ENTREPRENEUR 
AND LAW SOCIETIES 

WHY ME? 
 
• I CAN REPRESENT YOUR INTERESTS AND 
NEEDS TO BOTH THE UNION AND THE 
UNIVERSITY 

• I WILL DEVELOP AN IMPROVED SUPPORT 
SYSTEM FOR STUDENTS ON PLACEMENT 

• I WILL OFFER PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT SKILLS WORKSHOPS TO 
PREPARE STUDENTS FOR PLACEMENTS 

• I WILL WORK HARD TO ENSURE THAT ALL 
STUDENTS WILL HAVE THE BEST CHANCE 
AT GETTING A PLACEMENT 

• I AM CURRENTLY STUDYING ABROAD SO 
HAVE AN INSIGHT INTO IMPROVEMENTS 
THAT CAN BE MADE 

 
 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/GROUPS/KUSUSIPPO2013 



Vote Elizabeth 

Carse for VP 

StudentLife 
Go to MyKingston and vote online 11th-15th March! 

Manifesto 

 About Me:  

Hi! I’m Lizzie, 21 years old and currently a Human Rights 2nd year student. I’m 

running for Vice President Student Life in the KUSU elections because I believe 

the absolute priority of the University should be the promotion of equality, 

diversity and student happiness! 

I want to help YOU make the most of where YOU are. 

 Events: 

I’ve spent this year as President of the large LGBT Society, which has given me 

loads of experience in co-ordinating events. This is exactly the kind of support I 

would be capable of providing for both societies and students, as I know 

exactly what they need to make events a success. So if elected, I would ensure 

that important dates like Black History Month, LGBT History Month, Disability 

Awareness Week and Mental Health Awareness Week are the biggest and best 

they can be. 

 Projects: 

After spending a lot of time in the Students’ Union over the last 2 years I’ve 

already began to learn how it works, and have worked closely alongside the 

current VP StudentLife to gain insight into the role. If elected, I plan to carry on 

the hard work and campaigns that have been started in recent years, such as 

the ‘Your Campus, Your Say’ project to ensure that students get what they 



want from the new campus development at Penrhyn Road, as well as the free 

British Sign Language courses and the LGBT working group which were both 

started this year. 

 Representation:  

Student life is relevant to every single student. As an elected officer, I would 

represent students and continue to build on the relationship between the 

Union and the students themselves. Students would be able to come to me 

with everyday concerns such as accommodation, employability or simply just 

needing advice or a point in the right direction! I would work hard to make 

sure that students get the help they are looking for. 

 

If I were to be elected, I would not see this job as a standard 9-5; I 

would dedicate my full time to improving student life at KU. 

 

In conclusion, elect me and I will: 

- Support and organise bigger events for liberation and campaign 

groups across all campuses to raise awareness, and push for full 

wheelchair access on every site for disabled students 

- Work alongside the healthcare department to promote a 

healthy lifestyle for students and provide more visible support 

for alcohol abuse 

- Represent students to the best of my ability, in all areas of 

student life, with focus on promoting diversity and equality 

- Continue to work on research for the new campus 

development, to ensure the money is spent wisely 

- Hold more fundraisers and invite more charities onto campus 

to engage KU with the local community 

- I will listen to student’s feedback and respond accordingly! 

 



 

Vote Lucy Williams #1 for YOUR NUS Delegate! 

My Journey 

I started working for KUSU at Space Bar two hours after I moved into Seething Wells five 
years ago…and I haven’t left since! I’ve worked on all campuses and with all different types 
of students, and two years ago I was lucky enough to be chosen by YOU, the student body, 
to take my knowledge and experience one step further and represent you at executive level.  

A year as Vice President Communications and a year as your Vice President Student Life 
have given me experiences and opportunities I can’t even begin to describe (in a good 
way!). 

This year I’ve made positive changes toward the experience of LGBT students, have been 
working to host free British Sign language courses for all students, hosted Black History 
Month, run campaigns about mental wellbeing and sexual health, saved students from 
losing places in hall, run some great campaigns with you, the lovely students, and even got a 
tattoo done all in the name of charity! 

Goodbye! 

I am so sad that I am unable to run again as this has been the best experience of my life so 
far. It has its down days (like the day that poor ferret got run over, rubbish end to my week) 
but the ups and getting to work with all of you outweigh the bad ten times over. 

So here I am once more, my third election, asking for your vote so I can attend my last ever 
National Union of Students conference.  

What is NUS Conference? 

NUS National Conference 2013 is the sovereign policy making body of the organisation. It’s 
where all the important decisions are made to make sure NUS is leading students on exactly 
what students actually want. It also elects the President, Vice Presidents and Block of 15 
representatives on the National Executive Council – so it reflects our very own elections, but 
on a national level. It is also where the budget for the year ahead is decided through the 
Annual General Meeting (like our Big Students’ Meeting). 

It’s also my last chance to help feed into how students are represented across the country 
for the next year, even though I will no longer be a part of KUSU. What a way to end my two 
terms in office – it just seems like the perfect conclusion. 

That, and it’s usually a right good party and a chance to catch up with officers from all over 
the country who I’ve worked with over the past few years! 

Please vote me #1 as your NUS Delegate, and finish my two years with a bang. 

I’ve loved working with you all – good luck and good bye! 



 

 



Michael Toy, KUSU Ethic and Environment Officer 

Running for Trustee 

 

 

For the past year I have dedicated a lot of time and 

effort into representing the student’s best interest 

as Ethic and Environment Officer. Initially I focused 

my efforts towards reshaping KUSU’s procurement 

policies, which included introducing a ban of all 

Nestlé products sold through the union.  

As this was achieved relatively quickly, I ran the 

Union through the NUS Green Impact scheme to 

achieve their first bronze award which will help 

boost the University’s standing on the People and 

Planet Green League.  

During the past few months I organised and lead 

Go Green week, whilst networking with NUS and 

the University to expand my positions budget 

tenfold year on year.  

 

In addition to these internal efforts, I am currently in the stages of producing a 

business case for an NUS enterprise challenge to win up to £5,000. This will aid the 

production of a student lead scheme that will empower the community, enable 

students to raise or make money whilst boosting employability skills to carry on into 

the workplace.  

 

It is clear that I want what is best for the students, and with the level of involvement I 

have had during the past year I feel I have the knowledge and passion to make an 

excellent trustee. This responsibility will not be taken lightly as I intend to make an 

even bigger impact to the Union than I have in my current position.  

 

I am running for Trustee as I know that important topics need to be approached to 

continue to strengthen the Unions financial and strategic position whilst supporting 

every student 

Through my previous and present efforts, it is evident that I have the Unions future 

best interests in mind. With this I also wish to be present in the support of the new 

E&E Officer in campaign building and budget handling.  

VOTE 11th – 15th MARCH 



Naveena Satter 

Vote for Women’s Officer ! 

I am currently studying Medical Biochemistry and will be 

completing my degree in summer 2014. I have been a 

Course Representative for Medical Biochemistry since first 

year. In my second year I worked as a Fresher's Angel 

which allowed me to share my own personal experience 

with new students arriving at Kingston Uni. I am now 

working at the KUSU student shop at Penrhyn Road as a 

Supervisor in training.  

I want to take this opportunity to show what I am made of. 

As a women I know what we experience daily and the bar-

riers we cross in life, whether its being a mother, carer or 

the other responsibilities we take on.  

I want to remind all women at Kingston Uni that as your 

next women’s officer I will create you the chance to have a 

point of call within the Student Union. 

There are many things that I have thought about that the student union could do for women at King-

ston University... 

 Support; with childcare, exam stress, emotional strain and so forth. Do you know what the Stu-

dent Union has to offer you ?  

I want to make it my duty as your next women’s officer to be able to provide the information needed 

in helping you deal with these kinds of issues, through drop-in sessions.  

 Personal matters; trouble with self esteem ? Image conscious ? 

I want to help women become strong and independent and build the confidence needed to become a 

success and become amazing! 

 Modern World; Equality? Stereotyping ?  

As the world has modernised so should we. There shouldn't be such things as male or female domi-

nated careers, we should break that mould and I want to give you the insight on how to overcome 

these work-related barriers. And stereotyping? Wearing make-up and dressing well isn’t a cover for 

weakness but a show of confidence. That’s a women’s choice to do as she pleases, without the fear 

of scrutiny. 

I am a strong minded female that has always taken a stand and now I want to represent the Women 

in Kingston University. 

 

Vote Online 11th-15th March 



STOP THE CUTS!
vote nilufer #1 womens officer

-STOP THE CUTS: join 
UCU in fight against 
management plans to 
sack 265 lecturers

-STOP RAPE: create 
visual anti-rape cam-
paigns on campus

-SOLIDARITY WITH PAL-
ESTINIAN WOMEN: many 
are forced to give birth 
at israeli checkpoints. 
Boycott, Divestment, 
Sanctions

-SAVE OUR SERVICES: 
cuts to the NHS have a 
devastating impact on 
women

-HANDS OFF OUR CLASS-
MATES: free healthcare, 
full rights at work, no 
deportations for inter-
national students

-WOMEN AREN’T SEX   
OBJECTS: remove sex-
ist posters and publicity 
from our campus

-ZERO TOLERANCE FOR 
PREJUDICE: fight racism, 
sexism and homophobia 
by any means necessary

-DEFEND THE RIGHT TO 
CHOOSE: anti-abortionist 
bigots have no place on 
our campus



#VOTEPATRICKWYLDE FOR DISABLED 

STUDENTS OFFICER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHO AM I? 

Having been an active 

member of the Kingston 

University Student Union 

for the past three years, I 

feel that one of the most 

efficiently provided 

resources is the Disability 

and Dyslexia Support 

Service. Having suffered 

from a specific motor 

disability myself, 

dyspraxia, I am fully 

appreciative of the added 

daunting aspects of 

starting a new chapter in 

life for oneself. I am aware 

of the anxiety that comes 

when introducing yourself 

to entirely new people and 

simultaneously introducing 

your disability. 

 

Upon my own arrival at Kingston 

two years ago, I felt extremely 

welcomed by the consideration of 

such a vital service, an extremely 

positive feature of the Disability 

support service includes the 

welcome packs effectively 

outlining ‘what to expect from 

student life’. Another positive 

feature including the number of 

support group meetings that take 

place regularly across each 

campus. Both these benefactors 

would remain efficiently in place 

should I be elected as Disabled 

Students Officer. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=patrick+wylde&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=cfJCDK0LUzzMyM&tbnid=bhfXT-eEwpWdSM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.starnow.co.uk/patrickwylde2&ei=qTsqUfW8OMWk0AX_yoCQDA&bvm=bv.42768644,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHHgHq9BmGYUCHNioKpZEyRxDeEKw&ust=1361808628901491
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=pTo7Gowgj6OcoM&tbnid=kCbM9I2YWJiI0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://whitecoatinvestor.com/updates-in-the-disability-insurance-marketplace/&ei=VT0pUenZBLCM0wWG2YC4AQ&bvm=bv.42768644,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNEEq7AmKEfYw13SdPq_HVNPCl_g8w&ust=1361743497573944


PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE IN AND OUT THE STUDENT UNION…. 

 

My own recent voluntary work includes assisting within local primary schools, charity 

shops and youth centres as part of age concern programmes and general extra-

curriculum work experience where I have previously lead a range of art, science and 

maths classes.  

As an active and enthusiastic student I have previous experience performing and 

promoting Karaoke nights within Space Bar and Knight’s Park Bar, something in which I 

intend to continue to be activity involved in, I have also promoted for the candidate 

elections in my first and second year, and previously worked as a Fresher’s Angel in my 

second year at University, my work as a Fresher’s Angel demonstrating my positive and 

friendly approach towards new students (WE’VE ALL BEEN THERE).  

 

WHAT I WANT TO DO FOR YOU? 

 

I strongly believe that the Disability and Dyslexia service would benefit from better 

usage of wider student union activities. When considering the number of fundraisers that 

take place weekly through use of the student bars, some of which I have helped to 

organise myself, I feel there is room to incorporate aspects of different disabilities by 

means of creating different charity fundraisers within each bar of each campus by 

means of gaining donations for certain charities or support groups outside the student 

union, for example, well funded organisation groups including Great Ormond Street or 

Oxfam…. I truly believe the spirit of a University lies within the student union, and any 

given charity or donation fundraising is likely to increase people’s enthusiasm and 

appreciation for any work the union works towards.  

In terms of discussion groups, I intend to open up discussion groups and areas of 

support to ANY student across the University who wishes to increase their own 

understandings of different disabilities and conditions, I believe every student has a 

voice and deserves to be educated within any supportive environment. 

 

VOTE ONLINE     

MARCH 11
th

 – 15th 



Why you should you vote for me? 

VOTE RITA #1 FOR BME OFFICER VOTE RITA #1 FOR BME OFFICER 

1. WE make up just over 50% of the student popula-
tion at KU 

2. Making KU one of the most diverse universities in the UK (just 
after London Met) 

3. #KUBMESTUDENTS have one of the highest number of busi-
ness start-ups! 

ARE YOU A #KUBMESTUDENT? 

1. I am the current Vice President for Learning and Teaching + now know + have developed the 
skills on how to make things happen. 
 

2.I am not the perfect student. I’ve failed a few times, repeating 
level 5 next year + was going to drop out in my first year. If it 
wasn’t for the students’ union I wouldn’t be here trying to im-
prove uni for everyone! 
 

3.Currently part of a black students panel (ADSAP) who do re-
search to address the points above. 

 
4. I aim to increase the size of ADSAP, so it is representative of 
every school; this will ensure every academic need, idea and issue is 
considered. 
 
5. It’s only those who have struggled who know what the problems + solutions are. 

 But we have the lowest 1:1 
and 2:1 rate. 

 The highest drop out. 
 The lowest employ-
ability rate post-
graduation. 

WE MUST identify the 
causes + create the 

solutions + work 
with the University to 

do it! 

VOTE RITA #1 FOR BME OFFICER VOTE RITA #1 FOR BME OFFICER 







 Campaign for the University to have compulsory 
staff training on LGBT issues. 
 Work with other Officers like Women s and BME to 

look out for students who cross over remits. 
 Provide LGBT specific information at all campuses, 

and at Fresher s Welcome Events.
 Work with the University Counselling Services to 

provide specific welfare support for LGBT students. 
 Work to provide support for Trans students.
 Work with the Careers & Employability Service to 

provide specific career advice for LGBT students.
 Work with the Study Abroad office to ensure that all 

partner institutions are LGBT safe .
 Provide specific office hours for the position so that 

LGBT students know they can come as see me with 
any issues. 
 Ensure that each year LGBT History month is 

celebrated bigger and better.
 Build on Stonewall's Gay by Degree  guide to make 

Kingston one of the countries most LGBT friendly 
universities. 
 Provide a stronger partnership between KUSU, 

Kingston University and the local LGBT community 
using my connections with the local Kingston LGBT 
Forum.

What I will do...
 First year Politics and 

Sociology student.
 Elected as Vice Chair 

of the Kingston LGBT 
Forum, a local 
community organisation 
giving LGBT people a 
voice about local 
services.
 Organised a group of 

LGBT people from 
Kingston to take part in 
the London Pride Parade 
2012, we were one of 
the largest community 
groups in the parade. 
 Chaired the LGBT 

History Month planning 
group, which organised 
all the events for History 
Month in Kingston. 
 Currently sit in the 

Kingston University 
LGBT working group.

Who I am...



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A little about me… 

I am 25 and have lived independently since I was 15, which has given me a level of maturity, independence and experience that I feel 
confident benefits me in the role of President: I have a sense of drive and motivation that will secure absolute success in my plans to 
make Kingston University Students’ Union (KUSU) a union to be proud of. It has been said I have a bit of an addictive personality when 
I get stuck into a project: I’m a guy who gets results. A vote for me results in an unbreakable promise that I will get the job done. 
From the moment I walked through Kingston University’s (KU) doors I immediately took to the good atmosphere. There’s something 
special about KU due to its unique multicultural feeling – the fact that it has such a diverse student body really makes KU stand out 
and that is just part of why I love studying here. From the very beginning, I knew I wanted to get more involved behind the scenes and 
have an input. I have been at Kingston for almost 3 years so far, the first two of which were part of my degree and this current year is 
as you’re elected President of the Students’ Union. I have yet to complete the last year of my degree, but I feel that this can wait a 
couple of years as I have a lot of big plans and ideas and want to dedicate my full time to representing every KU student so that 
everyone’s views and opinions are heard and valued.  

 

My Journey so far at KU… 

Year 1 
In my first year I became a representative for my course and started KU’s biggest academic forum. From the success of the forum,  
I then founded KU’s first and only computer society – Kingston University Computer Geeks Society (KUCGS). 

Year 2 
Throughout my second year I developed KUCGS and I am proud to say it became officially the biggest - and one of the most active - 
society’s in the whole university, which went on to later win “Society of the year” in the KUSU Society Awards 2012. I was also 
awarded with “Officer of the Year” and was giving a special award that a handful of students received “Outstanding contributions to 
societies” for all of my work and contributions to other societies that year. This was a great honour for me, and although I worked 
hard and dedicated a lot of time to help my own and other societies, I still feel very humble and grateful for the recognition. 
I was also a course rep again in my second year as well as the overall rep for ALL computing/IT students, was a rep for all academic 
societies and sat on the Societies Working Group, was invited to sit on KU’s board of education (I was the only student who sat on that 
board), and was asked to take lectures for 1st year students, which were very successful. I campaigned to get the university to live 
stream lectures - I achieved this for the faculty of Science, Engineering & Computing, and plan to push this until all faculties benefit. 

Year 3 (the present) 
In my third year I took a year out of study and am currently serving as your President of the Students’ Union. I was immediately 
thrown into a high level managerial job with a large amount of responsibility, a whole network of intertwining university committees 
and processes and the responsibility of being the voice of all KU students, and much more. I’m going to be totally honest in the fact 
that this was not an easy task to navigate through or understand and was pretty overwhelming at first. After speaking to many other 
officers from across the country and many of KUSU’s past officers I found that this is one of the fundamental problems with Students’ 
Unions and all first year officers have these difficulties with their first 6 months in office. This said I am now fully confident with my 
role and responsibilities; I have now had much practice, much training and have a wealth of direct experience that makes me right for 
the job. I have built very good networks with the powers that be within the university and within KUSU. I am the Chair of the KUSU 
Executive Committee and am the Chair of the KUSU Trustee Board, which are now both running smoothly, effectively and are doing 
great work to steer KUSU in the direction that KU students want and need. I spend around half of my time in office representing you 
on committees within the university from the highest to the lowest, and have insured that real issues from students on the ground go 
directly to the top ensuring nothing is lost or forgotten.  

 

Almost a year ago I was proudly elected to be your President. Since starting my time in office almost seven months ago, I have had 

some of the most amazing experiences of my life to date and gained a level of responsibility that I would never have dreamed of just a 

few years ago. The learning curve for this job has of course been steep, but the skills I have gained in just a few short months will 

certainly last a lifetime. 

All of these experiences have drawn me to a simple conclusion:  I would want nothing more than to have the opportunity to be your 

President for a full two terms.  I was elected with pledges last year, some of which have already come to fruition, whilst others will 

certainly be longer-term objectives.  There is still a lot of work to be done.  I am already working on nearly every point from my 

manifesto last year and I intend to do all I can in the next 5 months.  What I am asking for now is the opportunity to offer a longer-

term strategy to the students of KU, with goals that are designed simply to meet our Students’ Union Mission Statement:  “making life 

better for Kingston students”.  If I am re-elected, I can go back to work knowing that I have 17 months to deliver some of our boldest 

projects ever.  I am asking for your votes once again because I truly believe that I can make lasting changes that will enhance the lives 

of students at Kingston today and for years to come. 

Being your President has been an honour and a privilege so far.  I want nothing more than to dedicate myself to this role for another 

year and I promise to serve the interests of every student at KU to the best of my ability.  
Page 1 of 2 



 
 

Page 2 of 2 



Suvarna’s Manifesto 

I am Suvarna Paratharajan in the final year of my Biochemistry degree, I am currently a Part-time 

students’ officer and I’m nominating myself for Vice-President Studentlife. I am standing for this 

position as I feel I have the relevant skills and experience needed for this position. This position also 

involves helping people and making a change in their lives especially students like myself, this is 

something I like to do. 

I believe this position has many opportunities for me to make a change to students’ lives as it 

involves carrying out many job roles and also organising events for students to attend. In the role I 

will be able to have a drop-in session for students where they can come in and discuss the problems 

they may have, where I will be able to provide support and give relevant advice according to their 

query, as well as work hard to provide them a better Studentlife so that they enjoy coming to 

university. 

The issues that may arise are bad student experience, problems with the course, or even 

communicative problems. I will work to resolve this by working hard to provide a better student 

experience, and work hard to provide students with a better environment to study in. 

I am very friendly and very easily approachable, I have obtained the skills to work with students as I 

was a prefect at school and my role involved talking to students and helping them out. The skills I 

have obtained from being a student officer currently is approaching anyone and making sure they 

are ok and they are happy with the experience they have as a student.  I am also currently working in 

marketing where I approach students and sometimes campaign for certain things. These roles have 

allowed me to obtain many new skills that are relevant to this role. 

I feel I have the relevant skills for this role, therefore will carry out this role really well and bring out 

a positive outcome which students will be pleased about.  If you vote for me I can promise you that I 

will take the job seriously and bring out positive outcomes, therefore you will not regret and you will 

not be disappointed for voting for me. 

 

Vote 11th-15th March 2013 
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