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Motion Name: Reform 100% Assessed Modules 

 

Background: 

1. Many departments within the University of Bristol assess their students with a final 

assessment weighted 100% 

2. Many universities have shifted away from assessing their students this way as it does 

not provide the most accurate or all round measurement of student achievement.  

3. 100% assessment units pressure students to perform to the best of their ability on only 

one occasion. This may be particularly difficult for students with learning disabilities, 

mental or physical health issues or changing home circumstances.  

4. Formative assessments are currently used to assess learning throughout a unit. 

However, it is questionable how many students engage with formative assessment (as 

it does not count), nor how useful the feedback on formative assessment is as it can 

be limited. 

 

Purpose: 

1. This motion asks for the Students’ Union to campaign for an increase in a wide range 

of assessment methods (including, but not limited to projects, coursework, 

presentations, essays, exams, practical lab and field work etc.), that can give a more 

accurate and fair measurement of a student’s knowledge and ability to understand 

course material.  

2. It seeks to reduce the amount of pressure placed on a student to perform well in 

one sitting, which is often for a long period of time of up to 3 hours.  

3. It aims to give students who struggle with their mental health and/or have learning 

difficulties the chance to perform better overall  

4. It hopes to create an assessment structure which provides tutors with an opportunity 

to identify if a student is struggling, for whatever reason, earlier on.  
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5. It works towards a system where students feel it is worth working to the best of their 

ability from much earlier on in the term rather than when it gets closer to exams, 

allowing for deeper understanding and engagement with course material. 

 

Action: 

1. The Students’ Union, specifically the UG and PG Education Officers, as well as the 

Education Network, should work with Faculties to show staff why students do better 

with less high-pressured assessment, and work towards having fewer 100% assessment 

units overall 

2. The Students’ Union, specifically the UG and PG Education Officers, as well as the 

Education Network, should try to reform the current ‘Institutional Principles on 

Assessment & Feedback’ so that we have an institutional practice not to assess 

students with 100% assessment units.  If possible, they should formalise a model in which 

assessment is designed with both learning outcomes and students’ wellbeing in mind 

3. The Students’ Union should support students that struggle with 100% exam 

assessments (through services like Just Ask) 

 

 

Proposed by: Mason Ammar 

Seconded by: Sophie Pender 

 


