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Motion Name: Fight Climate Change 

 

Background: 

1. The view of leading climate scientists that climate change exceeding 1.5°C is now 

likely 

2. Donald Trump's appointments of fossil fuel executives such as Tillerson; his executive 

orders favouring construction of new fossil fuel pipelines; and his statements 

contradicting climate science. 

3. That the government admits that 2.3 million families were living in fuel poverty this 

winter. 

4. That consumer energy prices are expected to rise 5% in 2017 – a price rise driven by 

gas prices. 

5. Profits of the Big Six energy firms (British Gas, EDF Energy, E.ON, npower, 

ScottishPower and SSE) have increased tenfold since 2007. 

6. That Aberthaw Coal-Fired Power station, in Wales by the side of the Bristol Channel, 

extremely polluting, causing an estimated 400 premature deaths per year in across a 

large area, as it produces more than double the legal amount of nitrogen oxides as 

well as other pollutants. This area includes Bristol, and it disproportionately will affect 

young people who will be subjected to the pollution over a longer proportion of their 

life. 

7. Several students from the University of Bristol recently joined a demonstration 

demanding the closure of Aberthaw Coal Power Station, and demanding instead 

investment in green jobs and green infrastructure. This was organised in part by the 

United Valleys Action Group. 

8. That the ability to get jobs in the green energy sector disproportionately affects 

students leaving university. 
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1. To support students in organising and campaigning around the following ideas: 

a) That organising our energy infrastructure for private profit instead of public use is 

wrong 

b) That private ownership of the energy infrastructure in the UK hurts people and 

obstructs renewable energy development 

c) That urgent action is needed on climate change – faster than is comfortable for 

the fossil fuels industry 

d) That the energy industry should be put under public ownership and democratic 

control of energy workers' and society. 

 

 

Action: 

1. To support students campaigning for the nationalisation of the Big Six under 

democratic control as part of a renewed drive for student action against climate 

change 

2. As part of this campaigning, to support students campaigning for the closure of 

Aberthaw Power Station and an investement instead in local green jobs and energy. 

3. To support student protests against Trump's rollback of progress on climate change 

 

 

Proposed by:  Zac Muddle 

Seconded by: Ella 

 


