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Motion Name: Bristol University Should Improve its Contribution to Neglected Disease 

Research 

 
Background: 

 

1. 1/6th of the world’s population suffer from ‘Neglected Tropical Diseases’ (NTDs), 

70% of whom live in low and middle income countries (LMICs) (1). Half a million 

people die every year from these diseases, and many more suffer severe pain and 

long-term disability (2). Despite this, very few medicines exist to treat these diseases, 

due to a lack of medical innovation. 

2. Neglected diseases receive very little research, as those who suffer from them are 

too poor to create a market for new medicines. Of 1556 new medicines approved 

between 1975 and 2004, only 10 (0.64%) were indicated for a neglected disease 
(3). 

3. Universities are a significant part of the pharmaceutical research and 

development (R&D) system. Between ¼-⅓ of all new medicines originate in a 

university lab (4), as have ¼ of all HIV medicines (5). 15 of the 21 drugs with the 

greatest therapeutic impact were developed through publicly-funded research, 

much of which takes place at universities (6). 

4. As not-for-profit, publicly-funded institutions that serve the public good, universities 

can help to fill this ‘research gap’ by devoting more resources to neglected 

disease R&D (7). This has been demonstrated by the successes of a number of 

universities in contributing towards neglected disease R&D (8). 

5. Bristol University is falling behind other leading universities in its commitment to 

neglected disease R&D. In 2014, the University Global Health Research League 

Table found that only 1.7% of Bristol’s medical research funding is devoted to 

neglected diseases, and only 0.1% is devoted to health in lower and middle 

income countries (8). In comparison, Oxford University devotes 16.6% to neglected 

diseases and 7.3% to lower and middle income countries (8). Overall, Bristol’s 

contributions to neglected disease R&D are falling behind 14 of the top 25 UK 

research universities (8). 

6. In 2017, Bristol University will be introducing the ‘Bristol Futures’ curriculum which will 

advocate for a “research-led curriculum” encouraging students to “make 

judgements and decisions based on evidence, taking account of the wider 

context” (9). 
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Purpose: 

 

1. As students of Bristol University we wish to see our University using the money from 

our tuition fees, as well as public funding, to help fill the research gap that 

contributes to significant morbidity and mortality in millions of the world’s most 

disadvantaged people. 

2. We believe that our University can be a world leader in confronting the research 

gap, and developing new medicines and technologies that could save hundreds 

of thousands of lives. 

3. We believe that this motion aligns with the three central components of the Bristol 

Futures framework: “Innovation and Enterprise”, “Global Citizenship” and 

“Sustainable Futures” (9). 

 

 

Action: 

 

1. Lobby the university to increase the percentage of the University’s total medical 

research funding that it devotes towards Neglected Diseases. 

2. Support the work of the Bristol University chapter of Universities Allied for Essential 

Medicines (UAEM) – part of an international student movement campaigning to 

improve access to medicines around the world – by officially recognising and 

supporting Access to Medicines Week: an annual worldwide series of events run 

by students to raise awareness of the access to medicines crisis. 

3. Adopt an official position as Bristol University Students’ Union that our university’s 

practices in research and development, and the licensing of its research, should 

be informed by the importance of improving access to medicines around the 

world, particularly in lower and middle income countries. 

 
 
Proposed by:  Matt Roberts 

Seconded by: Hiu Yan Adrienne Lee 
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