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Hi, I’m Niall Hamilton and I’ve been the Education Officer at Reading University Students’ Union for 

the past two years. 

The notion of education as a public good is being decimated reform after reform by the government. 

The Teaching Excellence Framework is reducing graduates’ success to income. Marketisation is 

promoting competition over collaboration and prioritising flashy prospectuses over student support. 

Outdated pedagogy and curricula are alienating those already marginalised.

However, the power students have to change this ugly picture, to stand up and demand a free, 

liberated education, accessible for all, has never gone away. I want to build an NUS that fulfills that 

potential. One that casts off a dry and ineffective approach to activism and lobbying, and gives 

power back to students. Only through truly collective action that all students can engage with, which 

harnesses the vibrancy and creativity of our incredible students, can we dismantle these oppressive 

structures and win the HE system we need and deserve.

“ “Not just about making the right noises and doing 
it for the gram - but actually creating change when 
speaking truth to power. Curriculum framework,in 
practice - commitment to liberation and bringing 
many on board, and changing minds, can’t wait to 
vote Niall no.1

Hareem Ghani
NUS National Women’s Off icer

The idea of partnership with our institutions has been built on 

shallow foundations, relying on good relationships between 

sabbatical officers and university managers, but not resulting in real 

power for students. If there’s anything the NSS boycott has taught 

us, it’s that when our agendas diverge from our institutions’, our 

universities will claw superficial power back. But our campaigning 

tactics are tired, unengaging and often done for their own sake 

or for Facebook likes. In order to make real lasting change on 

the issues that unite the national movement, we need to harness 

the untapped talent of students in our sports clubs, societies and 

student media outlets. In order to really be powerful, we need a 

better, broader-based, truly collective vision of what it means to be 

education activists, which everyone can  get excited about. 

Student power, 
not just partnership. 
activism ,
not hacktivism.

Lobby the government to introduce democracy and autonomy in the selection of student 
representatives at all levels of the new Office for Students and its designated bodies

Work with the Vice President Union Development to unionise students in new and alternative 
providers - no student should be left behind when fighting for their rights

Support students’ unions to identify and grow political and lobbying power to ensure they do 
not face financial threat or bullying when taking action our universities dislike

Organise regional training in conjunction with trade unionists’ on political education, creative 
organising and negotiating skills, and understanding and creating policy

Create a student-led manifesto for teaching excellence, on our terms, not the government’s

Work with students’ unions and UCU on delivering postgraduate officer conventions to 
increase engagement and build campaigns to tackle issues on their academic experience and 
employment rights

ELECT ME AND I WILL:

CASH ME AT @NIALLHAMILTON NIALL4VPHE NIALL4VPHE



“ “He has a nack of shaping people’s politics in a way 
that’s not confrontational or abrasive. Although he is 
a principled activist, always leading the charge with 
direct action, he understands this doesn’t appeal to all 
students, so he works to bring people with him, rather 
than shutting them out. He’ll make a excellent VPHE!

Colum Mackey
Ulster SU President

NUS NEC

Liberate
our 
whole 
Education

Disabled, working class and part-time 

students have to navigate increasingly 

high barriers to education and are often 

left behind. With BME and disabled 

students’ attainment gaps as prominent 

as ever, we need to fight for a liberated 

institution to match a liberated curriculum. 

It doesn’t matter how liberated the 

curriculum is if some students literally can’t get into the room. From access to 

buildings and an affordable creche to fair admissions policies and inclusive 

pedagogy, a truly liberated education system should encompass all areas of 

how our universities work.

Expand and develop the Liberate My Degree campaign to include 
all liberation campaigns and work with the Vice President Further 
Education to put this on the agenda for sixth forms, colleges and 
apprenticeships

Use data from the new transparency duty on universities to publish 
entry, completion and attainment breakdowns in order to empower 
students’ unions to fight locally on BME attainment gaps and 
put pressure on the sector to develop strategies in dealing with 
intersectional participation and attainment gaps

Work with the NUS Disabled Students Campaign to abolish hidden 
course costs students are facing following cuts to the Disabled Students 
Allowance

Demand all institutions capture data on self-declaring LGBT+ students, 
their experience and their attainment levels

ELECT ME AND I WILL:

when 
they go low
we say
hell no

With fee rises year on year 

in England, and looming on 

the horizon in Scotland and 

Wales, international students 

being treated like cash cows, 

postgraduates having to 

crowd-source their way through 

education, and further plans to 

sell-off the student loan book, we need to be relentless in opposing the deep 

marketisation and privatisation of our education.

Support students’ unions to lobby their institutions for more responsive 
and flexible postgraduate bursaries

Work with students’ unions on reducing or freezing international 
students’ tuition fees, and support and grow campaigns for refugee 
scholarships

Work with Nations to demand the legal right to continue study across 
any border, in order to fight increased deregulation and course or 
institutional closure

Continue supporting local boycotts of the NSS, and work with student’s 
unions in fighting against increased and differential tuition fees

Fight to protect EU students from fee increases post-Brexit, and ensure 
the UK remains in the ERASMUS+ programme

MY TRACK RECORD

Mobilised hundreds of students and fought alongside the academics’ 
trade union branch (UCU) against job cuts at Reading Uni, with more 
jobs being created as a result

Successfully lobbied for two university funded postgraduate refugee 
scholarships

Froze tuition fees for international students for the duration of their 
course

Rallied sports clubs, societies and halls committees in a wide-reaching 
local campaign to boycott the National Student Survey (NSS)

Rolled out university wide policy on exam feedback introducing 
standardised feedback for all

Developed and launched the Curriculum Framework, a regular 
compulsory review by all module conveners in collaboration with 
students to ensure diversity, liberation and access are embedded in 
course delivery

Established careers events with not-for-profit organisations, challenging 
the narrative that multinational corporations are the only place to get 
a good job

“

“

Niall impressed me with his knowledge on a variety of 

HE issues as well as his approach to tackling them. He 

has a particular strength in making Higher Education 

issues relevant and fun to engage with for students. 

His approach to fi ghting the attacks on HE is exactly 

what the NUS needs! ALI DAY
Education Off icer

Sheff ield SU 


