
Ana Oppenheim for Vice-President 
Higher Education 

 
Time and again, the history of social movements has shown that we don't win things by 
asking nicely, sitting round the table or compromising on our politics – we win by being bold 
in our demands, taking radical action and building a mass network of grassroots activists.  
 
I’m running to be our next Vice-President Higher Education because our national union has 
such enormous potential which we simply cannot afford to waste. We need to transform NUS 
into a force that harnesses the energy at the base of our movement; one which is capable of 
convincing people of ideas and causing serious disruption both in the boardrooms and on the 
streets. 
 
My record 
* NUS NEC member (2016-17) 
* Campaigns Officer at University of the Arts London Students’ Union (2015-17) 
* Successfully campaigned to freeze fees for continuing students 
* Worked on reducing hidden costs of study 
* Won bigger and more accessible scholarships for international students, including asylum 
seekers 
* Helped democratise the SU’s structures, overseeing the introduction of a Student Council 
* Wrote the NSS Boycott motion to NUS Conference 2016 
* Active member of NCAFC National Committee  
* Co-founded ArtsFems, UAL’s Intersectional Feminist Society 
* Successfully campaigned, alongside trade unions, for a Living Wage for outsourced staff 
* Was a leading organiser in the 2015 UAL occupation against cuts to Foundation courses 
 

 
Free Education 
I fundamentally believe that education at every level is a social good, which should be 
publicly funded and free to all. Is about more than just scrapping fees. But free education 
means more than just scrapping fees, it also means fighting for: 
.  

 Democratic Education -  our alternative to the market creeping into universities 
should be democracy. An education system where our institutions are democratically 
run by students and staff, not overpaid unelected management.  

 Accessible Education - we should be demanding an education that is open to all 
and doesn’t come with a lifetime of debt. This also means tackling the cost of living 
crisis and fighting for universal living grants. 

 Liberated Education - we need a liberatory education, with a decolonised curriculum 
that serves the needs of students and society, not business. We also need urgent 
action on the Black students’ attainment gap, and an end to the racist Prevent 
agenda. 

 
Smash the market out of education 
Higher Education is in crisis. The struggle we’re facing is more than just about fee rises - the 
government wants to turn our universities into businesses at the expense of students and 
staff. To defeat these disastrous reforms we must oppose them as a whole from the TEF to 
private universities awarding degrees, and respond with our radical alternative.   
 

 
 



Elect me and i will:  
 Work with activists, officers and trade unions to conceive and carry out a collaborative 

long-term strategy to beat these reforms: from campus organising, direct action and 
demonstrations to building our own alternative vision. 

 Maintain and expand the NSS Boycott as a key part of this strategy.  
 Work with activists to develop a comprehensive vision for cradle-to-grave education, 

and campaign for a National Education Service to deliver this. 

 
Build a grassroots movement 
As students, our power lies in our ability to collectively and democratically organise and take 
action. To build a strong mass movement, NUS must encourage and support this.  
 

Elect me and I will:  
 Develop the Regional Networks that we need to build and strengthen local activism. 

NUS needs to train and support student activists on the ground and go beyond simply 
talking to a limited group of sabbatical officers.  

 Give course reps the tools they need to organise and build leverage against 
management, not just sit around the table ticking the student representation box. 

 Call for direct action, support occupations, organise demonstrations and stand side-
by-side with the students who do this every day. 

 
Students and workers - unite and fight! 
Our vision for education relies on students and staff working together. To fight the HE 
reforms we need to collaborate with our closest allies - workers in trade unions. From 
cleaners to academics, it's time for students and workers to stand shoulder to shoulder 
against the attacks we’re facing. 
 

Elect me and I will:  
 Work alongside the University College Union (UCU) and offer practical and 

meaningful solidarity to trade union struggles.   
 Help postgraduate students who teach set up campaigns for fairer pay, and work 

alongside and straighten already existing campaigns. 
 Offer support to campaigns fighting casualisation and the gender pay gap in 

universities. 
 Fight pay inequality in HE institutions and support the outsourced and non-academic 

workers, many of whom are migrant women, who earn a fraction of what 
management do. On average VCs earn over 17 times more than the lowest paid 
workers. 

 
No borders to education 
The far right is on the rise and these ideas have only been bolstered by Brexit and Trump’s 
election. NUS has a proud history of resisting oppressive ideas and governments. Students 
continue to play a crucial role in fighting racism and mobilising practical migrant solidarity - 
NUS needs to celebrate, facilitate and build on this with more than just words.  
 

Elect me and I will:  
 Work with the International Students Campaign to support SUs run campaigns to 

freeze fees. 
 Help activists and SUs win scholarships for refugees. 
 Support deportation resistance. 
 Organise with students and groups combating rising fascism. Punch more nazis. 

 



Endorsements: 
 

 
“I first met Ana little over a year ago and in that time she has demonstrated herself to be one 
of the most effective sabbatical officers and committed socialists and feminists in the student 
movement. Whether standing up to corporate senior managers, defending International 
Students or being extremely knowledgeable on all things related to the Higher Education 
reforms (without ever talking down to anyone) Ana is the VP Higher Education we want and 
need.”  
 
- Jenny Killin, Welfare Officer at Aberdeen University Students’ Association 
 
"Ana is easily the most qualified candidate for VP HE - her history of dedicated activism at a 
local and national levels speaks for itself. With HE facing attack from the government, 
unapologetically radical activists are needed within our movement now more than ever, and 
Ana is exactly that." 
 
- Rob Noon, University of Manchester SU Trans Officer 
 
"Ana Oppenheim gives me hope on a bleak horizon: she has fire, anger and optimism in a 
mix that sees the coming battles and has the energy to fight them, for all students" 
 
- Kyran Joughin, UAL UCU Branch Secretary 
 
 
Contact me: 
 
Email: ao@datainfo.pl 
Twitter: @anaopp 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Ana4VPHE/ 
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