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Motion 1 

Challenge Racism and Fascism 

Tabled by:  Edinburgh University Students’ Association 

Conference notes: 

1. The significant rise in racism and Islamophobia in Britain, and the far-right Europe. 

2. Institutional racism in the police continues to blight the lives of Black communities, with racist stop and search 

and deaths in custody. 

3. ChildLine reported a 69% rise in number of calls from children who were victims of racist bullying in school. 

Conference believes: 

1. Black People face the sharpest manifestations of racism and should therefore play a leading role in the fight 

against it. 

2. Many mainstream politicians are ceding to UKIP and their reactionary anti-immigrant agenda. 

3. Racism is being whipped up and used to scapegoat immigrants and asylum seekers – to deliberately distract 

from the government’s failure to deal with the economic crisis. 

4. Unite Against Fascism has successfully worked with local campaigns, faith groups, MPs, politicians and 

community leaders to organise peaceful, pro-multicultural mobilisations to counter the English and Scottish 

Defence League’s protests of intimidation and ultimately set them back. 

5. Multiculturalism has positively enriched British society; our food, music, culture and our shared heritage. 

Conference resolves: 

1. Work with Unite Against Fascism, faith groups, trade unions and Love Music Hate Racism to campaign against 

the far-right on the streets and at the ballot box, celebrate multiculturalism and stand up to racism. 

2. Work with FOSIS, the Muslim Council of Britain, the Muslim Council of Scotland and others, to challenge 

Islamophobia and the racist scapegoating of the Muslim community including the ‘Prevent’ agenda. 

3. Reaffirm our commitment to ‘no platform for fascists’ and campaign nationally with Black communities, faith 

groups, trade unions, UAF and all anti-fascists to mobilise students to stop the far-right in future elections. 

 

Motion 2 

Black international students 

Tabled by:  University of Strathclyde Students’ Association 

Conference notes: 

1. Black and international experience a specific set of issues as well as those faced by home students. They 

experience more hate crime and hardship due to migrant status 

2. UKVI’s requirements have exacerbated racist harassment of Black staff and students. These students may not 

be familiar with UK legislation around hate crime, making them particularly vulnerable. 

3. International students are more likely to experience Mental Health issues than home students but are less likely 

to seek help. The introduction of NHS fees restricts their access to healthcare. 

4. Scrutiny from the UKVI and police and their institutions impinges on their ability to self-organise. 

5. Deportations/attempted deportations of students in the face of mass public opposition illustrates the need for a 

proactive campaign to defend international students. 

Conference believes: 



 

1. Developments within the UKVI disproportionately target Black people, including the formerly-proposed visa 

bonds, the ‘Go Home’ vans campaign, the Prevent agenda, the public shaming of immigrant employees, and 

the Home Office list of “high risk” countries. 

2. That international students and migrants contribute extensively to the UK and these contributions should not be 

quantified only in terms of economic benefit. The government has made clear they will accept Black peoples’ 

labour, but not tolerate their presence. 

3. In free and open borders 

Conference resolves: 

1. Organise workshops which highlight the on-going issues faced and includes a ‘know your rights’ workshop. 

2. To work alongside the International Students’ Campaign highlighting the issues faced by Black-International 

students and support measures 

3. To continue challenging the racism of anti-immigration rhetoric and actively opposing measures levelled against 

students and migrants. 

4. Work with the International Students Campaign Scotland and UK to oppose discriminatory and racist legislation 

5. Work with migrant advocacy groups to develop support networks  

6. Build the argument for immigration to the UK beyond economic benefit 

 

Motion 3 

Solidarity with Africans in Israel 

Tabled by:  NUS Scotland Black Students’ Committee 

Conference notes: 

1. In democratic, multi-ethnic states which embrace internationalism and respect all people's fundamental human 

rights. 

2. African-refugees and Ethiopian Jews experience state sponsored discrimination in Israel, including arbitrary 

administrative detentions, inequalities in the rights to education, work and political representation. 

3. Black communities have been forced into government-designated ghettos, which are over-policed and under-

resourced resulting in a cycle of poverty and state-sponsored violence. 

4. Black communities have experienced coerced sterilisation as a means of ethnic cleansing on the part of the 

state. 

5. Recommendations by a United Nations Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) have 

largely been ignored, these include recommendations to:  

 End practices of administrative detention, which constitutes arbitrary detention under international 

human rights law. 

 To adequately address all forms of racial discriminations affecting Jewish minorities so as to ensure 

equal enjoyment of their rights with particular attention to gender-related discrimination affecting 

women. 

Conference believes: 

1. As part of the Global Civil Society we should campaign to affect change and advance the rights of the of Black 

People Internationally. 

2. Blacks Jewish people have sought to raise concerns about discrimination through recent protests and 

Campaigning under the Black Lives Matter slogan – an international rallying cry for people of African descents 

organising oppression and discrimination.   

Conference resolves: 

1. To build links with the BlackLivesMatter campaign in Israel  



 

2. To show solidarity by raising awareness among membership 

3. To educate and provide support to show solidarity with BlackLivesMatter in Israel. 

 
Motion 4 

Let’s Close the Gap 

Tabled by:  NUS Scotland Black Students’ Committee 

Conference notes: 

1. There is an 21% gap in the academic achievements of white and black students   

Conference believes: 

1. BSC Should be working to close this Gap 

Conference resolves: 

1. To work with student’s associations to campaign for a liberated curriculum  

2. To support the student unions campaigning to close the attainment gap at their institutions. 

 
Motion 5 

Palestinian Solidarity 

Tabled by:  NUS Scotland Black Students’ Committee 

Conference notes: 

1. The Apartheid Segregation Wall and expansion of Israeli settlements has been deemed illegal by the 

International Court of Justice, the UN Security Council (Resolution 242) and the UK Government.  

2. BDS is supported by many Jewish and Palestinian people and organisations internationally as a non-violent 

means of showing solidarity and represents the minimum preconditions for viable peace in the region. 

3. That Anti-Semitism and Anti-Zionism are not the same, and to argue that they are is to conflate the Israeli 

State with Jewish people. 

4. We must continue to challenge the rise of Antisemitism, without delegitimising Palestinian solidarity. 

Conference believes: 

1. The Israeli government has designated BDS as a “strategic threat” and has undertaken significant moves to 

counter it, especially on British campuses, through an international campaign of harassment, attacks and law 

fare. 

2.  We have a duty to support our members undertaking activism in solidarity with causes such as Palestine 

without becoming targeting for such attacks. 

3. Letters sent to by Universities Minister Jo Johnson and the Israel-Britain Alliance which suggests that pro-

Palestine solidarity and Anti-Israel Apartheid Week are anti-Semitic, is part of this campaign to delegitimise 

Palestinian solidarity.  

Conference resolves: 

1. To provide support, education and resources for Student Unions seeking to use BDS as a peaceful means of 

solidarity. 

2. To demand that our government withdraws its complicity in support of Israeli state policy. 

3. To recognise that a peaceful solution must be led on the terms of the colonised people of the equation. 

4. To support BDS until the end to the occupation of Palestinian lands, compliance with international law, 

recognition of the fundamental rights of Palestinian citizens of Israel to full equality and respect for the 



 

Palestinian Right of Return as stipulated in the United Nations General Assembly Resolution #194. 

[http://bdsmovement.net/call] 

 

 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 


