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Society and Citizenship Committee Meeting 
 

Date:  30/11/2016 

Time: 5pm 

Secretary: Freya Potter 

 
Meeting attended by: Elete Nelson-Fearon, Gregor Anicic, Chloe Dootson, Zara Riches, Lizzie 

Haughton, Tresha Lionel, Sorcha Floyd 

Absent from meeting: 
 

 

Sent apologies: 
 

Ravnit Singh, Jingxiu Ouyang 

Agenda Topic #1: Sorcha Priorities Actions/Deadlines: 

Notes:   
 
Sustainability 
12 days of sustainable Christmas  
Get on your bike campaign 
People and Planet society – fossil free and foodwaste 
Sweatshop free 
 
Greg asked about the figures relating to fossil free and how this 
related to Petroleum Engineering students 
Sorcha said that research may be a point of compromise, but that 
fossil fuel companies funding students is problematic because it 
doesn’t make up for the environmental impact of those companies 
 
Homelessness 
Just fest evening event looking at sustainable help for people who 
are homeless. 
The Big Change Society-a branch of the main campaign focusing on 
collaborative working. They are putting on an event next week. 
Manchester Healthcare society are putting on lectures and events. 
Student Action are running volunteering programs. 
 
TEF 
Sorcha explained the TEF and actions she has taken so far: 
Demo 
Petition 
Lobbying the University 
Sorcha explained how everyone can get involved in Lobbying – 
writing letters form their point of view. 
 
Tresha said she would like to get involved in helping with the TEF 
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campaign. 
 
 
 

Agenda Topic #2: What do people want to achieve on committee 
this year? 

 

Notes: 
   
Zara – (As a plant scientist) wants to focus on the environment eg. 
Recycling  
 
Lack of recycling bins in town centre/Arndale - anything we can do 
about? We could contact Salford and MMU 
 
Tresha – Refugee Crisis, especially the gendered/racial aspects of it. 
Sits on Council for At Risk Academics. Wants the Uni to be more 
vocal and actively support refugee students. 
 
Greg said that a refugee policy was passed last year. 
Elete – could we do more about helping refugees to settle? 
Greg wants to do something to change the perception of refugees. 
 
Link up with Recognize Refugee Rights 
 
Greg – was on this committee last year and enjoyed it an is 
passionate about the environment, homelessness and refugee crisis. 
Last year the committee began work on food waste. 
 
Lizzie has made a survey to collect information about food waste on 
campus 
 
Chloe – Was on 3 committees last year so wanted to see what other 
ones are like.  
 

SF - Look into lobbying council. 
 
Greg – forward information about 
helping refugees to settle to rest of 
the committee. 

Agenda Topic #3: Upcoming Policy  

Notes: 
 

1. The Students' Union Should Say Yes To Boycotting The 

NSS. 

2. The Students' Union should challenge the University's 

corporate affiliations that contradict the University's ethics 

and social responsibility policies. 

 Eg. BAE systems. 
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 Is this realistic because so many companies are 
problematic.  

 Difference between affiliating/receiving funding/running 
training on behalf of organizations 

 We need to build links with smaller organisations  

 Does the UK need a strong defence? 

 A socially responsible Uni should be producing socially 

responsible graduates  

 

3. The Students' Union should lobby the University to provide a 

Printer Credit Allowance for Humanities students. 

 Is this something only Humanities students miss out 

on? 

 Dissertation allowance? 

 

4. The Students Union' should Support the Boycott, Divest and 

Sanctions (BDS) Campaign. 

 

 How will this impact Israeli students? 

 Difference between Israeli/Zionist viewpoints 

 Many Jewish students support this policy 

 We should make sure this policy is balanced 

 The University should investigate this further 

 This would be very difficult 

 

 
 

5. The Students' Union should lobby the university to include 

staff members' pronouns alongside their contact details. 

 Does this sort of thing happen at other Unis? 

 Some people may not be comfortable sharing their pronouns 

 Might force people to out themselves 

 Good idea but shouldn’t be forced 

 It’s about normalizing pro-nouns which will be positive for 
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many  students 

 This is different to listing sexuality/marital status 
 

 
 

Agenda Topic #4:  

Notes:   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Agenda Topic #5:  

Notes:   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Agenda Topic #6:  

Notes:   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Agenda Topic #7:  

Notes:   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Agenda Topic #8:  

Notes:   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


