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Faith Committee Meeting 
 

Date:  13/12/2016 

Time: 5pm 

Secretary: Freya Potter 

 

Meeting attended by: Saffa Mir, Carl, Ahmed,  
Harshik & Kunal on behalf of 
 

Absent from meeting: 
 

 

Sent apologies: 
 

Eilish Burns, Sam Tejada 

Agenda Topic #1: Introduction Actions/Deadlines: 

Notes:   
This committee has been created because there was previously no 
representation.  
 
We played an ice-breaker game. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Agenda Topic #2: Faith on Campus  

Notes:   
What exists already: 
St Peter’s Chaplaincy – Christian Chaplaincy but there is a multi-faith 
prayer room and is aimed at being inclusive to all faiths. Pastoral 
support for all students. 
Catholic Chaplaincy on Oxford road isn’t a part of the University. 
Recently confirmed there will be a honorary Muslim chaplaincy. In 
the past there have been chaplains for all faiths on a voluntary basis. 
Only 5% of funding for the Xian chaplaincy is from Uni. 
Uni is secular. 
 
How Senate works: 
Saffa explained what Senate is and how it works. Democratic 
function within the SU, any student can submit a policy and 
representatives on Senate vote on them. This committee exists 
because of a policy Saffa passed at Senate. 
One aim of this committee is to feed into Senate and submit policies. 
 

 

 

Agenda Topic #3: Chairing Faith Committee  

Notes: 
There isn’t a faith rep on Senate currently. 
The committee needs to elect a chair of this committee who will 
attend D&L/elect a rotating chair. 
 
 

Discuss at next meeting which will 
be held before the next Diversity 
and Liberation meeting. 
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Agenda Topic #4: Top Floor Rooms  

Notes:   
The committee needs to feed into plans for a multi-faith space in the 
Union. 
Saffa: In St Peter’s chaplaincy multi-faith space. Very plain space, 
carpeted, cupboards for each faith eg. Muslim students can store 
prayer mats and each religion would be responsible for own 
resources, this seems the most fair. 
Concerns: would everyone feel comfortable praying with other 
faiths? 
 
Carl: agreed bare is best, because decorations even for each faith 
could be controversial. 
Kunal: People may bring their own things to pray with anyway. 
Concerns about disputes over things going missing/being stolen. The 
space will be useful for both prayers and reflection. 
 
Saffa: Should the two rooms be different or the same? 
Kunal: if different this might appeal to more people? But if the same 
this will reduce the risk of a dispute about who has a particular room. 
 

Run this by rest of the committee 
at the next meeting. 
 
This discussion can be picked up 
via email and people can 
contribute ideas.  

Agenda Topic #5: Inter-faith Society Collaboration  

Notes:   
There is an appetite for interfaith working as societies. 
 
Ideas for events can be discussed here if people are interested. 
 
Kunal: the committee can take the lead on organizing a joint event as 
well as encourage faiths to go to other societies events. Eg. Sikh 
society feed the homeless event on Sunday. 
 
Could start with a committee meet-up event? 
Or event such as feed the homeless joint event. 
Start to look at dates in February for an event? Saffa can book things 
for committee members. 
 
FP Booked Council Chambers on 8th February 5pm-6:30pm. 
Aim of the event is to build bridges. 
Want to encourage people to mix and talk to one another. 
Could play various ice-breakers. 
Each group could be responsible for food? 
Decided to just order pizzas that cater for all diets. 
 
 

Saffa to input details about 
tech/room setup. 
 
Everyone to let Saffa know 
numbers. SM to order food. 

Agenda Topic #6: Faith dialogues  

Notes:   
 
Announcement from SM asking people to get in touch with Faith 
Network for Manchester’s Student Dialogues if they’re interested in 
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getting involved in the workshops they run for inter-faith discussions. 
 
 

Agenda Topic #7: Committee Ideas  

Notes:   
 
What ideas does everyone have? 
 
Hindu soc’s aim this year is to encourage interfaith work. 
Want to do something around understanding different places of 
worship - eg. Tours of places of worship  
 
Highlighting commonalities and learning more about each other and 
breaking down some barriers. 
 
Carl: there is a distinct difference between Christians and non-
Christians which we need to be aware of. We can highlight 
commonalities but still be mindful of and respect our differences. 
The committee agreed that we need to be careful of how we word 
and express this. 
 
Focus should be on working together and highlighting shared goals 
eg. Charity would be a good thing to focus on. 
 
Harshik: Sports might also be a good way to come together? 
 
SM: In addition to shared/interfaith work this committee is also a 
forum for students of faith to bring up issues which affect them, even 
if only affecting Muslim students for example. 
 

Discuss these ideas at the event 
in Feb. 

 


