
   
 

Senate Minutes 

Agenda Topic #1: Welcome, quorum and apologies 

The start of the meeting is delayed due to a not being quorate at 18:30 but Senate is quorate by 18:50. 

Senate Chair Ruth O’Sullivan (RO) opens the meeting by welcoming Senate and audience members 

and apologising for the wait. The meeting is declared quorate and begins at [18:50] 

There are apologies from members of RA’s and JCRs and some Exec. 

 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #2: Explanation of process 

RO uses a PowerPoint presentation to cover the rules and regulations of the meeting. This covers the 

agenda, rules relating to debate, the warning card system, the use of hand signals, and elections taking 

place at Senate.  

She stressed the importance of abiding by the rules. 

 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #3: Minutes of the Previous Senate 

RO presents the minutes of the previous Senate. No one objects or offers corrections so the minutes 

are approved. 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #4: State of the Union Report 

A video of Naa is played as she is not in attendance today. 

Building works are on schedule, commercial services will close in May temporarily. 

Celebrate week is approaching and NA encouraged everyone to make nominations. 

BOP is launching tonight. 

 

The State of the Union report is approved. 

 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #5: Steering Report and Committee Minutes 

Izzy Gurbuz presents the report. 

Full minuets in booklets. 

Rejected a policy on BDS due to a similar existing policy. 

Rejected a policy about NUS delegates attending scrutiny on the basis that it was inappropriate and 



   
 

didn’t make sense. 

The report was approved. 

 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #6: Scrutiny Committee Report 

Shiya Gao presented the report. 

SG explained the process of the Scrutiny committee and explained that the full report is online and in 

the booklets. 

The report is approved. 

Constitutional proposals 

Agenda Topic #7: The Students’ Union should affiliate to Action for Trans Health 

Presented by Rob Noon 

RN: The Union needs to do more to support Trans students and needs to work with appropriate 

organisations.  

No one wanted to speak against the motion so we move to a vote. 

The proposal passes. 

 

Policy Debate 

Agenda Topic #8: The Students’ Union should campaign against all robberies and thefts 

againsts students (especially international students) 

Presented by Jingxiu Ouyang (Teddy) 

Thanks Steering committee for allowing the policy to be debated. 

40 cases of burglaries, robberies and thefts recorded against students last month and is a big problem 

in Manchester. Students tend not to report these incidents. Advice from Police isn’t good at the moment. 

Q from Saffa Mir: could we resubmit the policy with actions? 

Steering clarified that it is not the responsibility of the submitter to write actions but the responsibility of 

the Officer to whom it is assigned. 

JO’s ideas include working with the Police. 

One member questioned how realistic the campaign is? 

Jenni Smyth: she and Saffa Mir currently working on this at the moment and believes more can be done 

to work with landlords etc. 

No speeches against. 

The proposal passes. 

 



   
 

Action Items: Steering Committee to assign policy 

Agenda Topic #9: The Students’ Union should lobby the University to amend course content to 

support the wellbeing of trans students 

Presented by Laura Allman 

LA: This policy is the start of a campaign to eradicate transphobia and homophobia from the curriculum. 

Unnecessarily gendered language is distressing for nonbinary students. There are some explicitly 

transphobic content which needs to be changed. 

Q: Is this about encouragement? 

LA: Yes because we don’t have the power to enforce we can only meet with people and ask for this. 

Q: Sometimes it is appropriate to use gendered language? 

LA: Can’t see why this would be a problem. 

C: Is this relevant to all courses 

LA: This isn’t about inserting Trans content into all coursed, just about changing what already exists. 

But also in some cases there may be content which should be added to courses. 

No speeches against 

The policy passes. 

 

Action Items: Steering Committee to assign policy 

Agenda Topic #10: The Students’ Union should lobby the University to remove the 50p hot water 

charge in the University cafes 

Presented by Izzy Gurbuz. 

 

IG: We want to lobby the food on campus outlets to stop the 50p charge so that students who bring in 

their own cups and tea bags  

Q: Doesn’t this charge include the cup, milk, sugar etc? 

IG: If people wanted this the charge would apply, this is just for the water. 

RO clarifies what lobbying the Uni entails. 

Q: Will the SU adopt this policy? 

C: We already give away free hot water. 

No speeches against 

 

The policy passes  



   
 

Action Items: Steering Committee to assign policy 

Agenda Topic #11: The Students’ Union should lobby the University to increase the number of 

gender neutral toilet facilities and to change the signage to accommodate nonbinary students 

Presented by Laura Allman 

LA: There are currently not enough gender neutral toilets on campus which is a big problem for many 

trans students. We want the Uni to commit to every building on campus to have a GN toilet. 

Q: What alternative symbol could be used?  

LA: Just a symbol of a toilet. 

C: There are some complicated problems due to planning law around this. 

C form JS: We don’t need to worry about planning law, this would be something for exec/the University 

to look into if the policy is passed. 

Amendment presented by Rob Noon 

RN: This specifically references the Alan Gilbert Learning Commons and priorities this building. 

Q: How does this differ from the main policy? 

RN: Just about our priorities. 

Q: Is this about creating new toilets? 

RN: Not necessarily, but it’s not about abolishing all gendered toilets. 

The amendment passes. 

C: What if the Uni interprets the policy as about abolishing all gendered toilets? 

RO: That’s a point for the Officers to consider if it is passed. 

C from EA: Student feedback is welcomed during the lobbying process. 

No speeches against. 

The policy passes. 

 

 



   
 

Action Items: Steering Committee to assign policy 

Agenda Topic #12: Offering healthier and cheaper food options to students across campus. 

Presented by Deej Lashley-Johnson 

DLJ: The policy states that we should have cheaper food options and identity politics aren’t important. 

Procedural motion to delete parts.( Too much time is wasted giving attention to issues that are self-feeding. 

The more time that is spent given to such non-issues the more they become issues. I'd rather see time and 

resources spent on implementing policies that really benefit all students on campus. Most of the issues that are 

given attention by the students union don't affect the majority of students.) 

Presented by: Rosa Gane 

Interrupted by: Procedural motion that the proposal not be put. 

Presented by Jenni Smyth 

JS: We could waste lots of time debating these parts and the policy might not go through anyway. 

No speeches against 

The motion passes. 

Action Items: EC to return policy to proposer with suggested removals 

Agenda Topic #13: Motion for annual Students’ union Exec elections Hustings 

Presented by Deej Lashley-Johnson 

DLJ: Students organised a hustings this year and they went really well. This should be something which 

is organised by the SU to encourage participation and turn out. 

Q: What do you mean by the term hustings. 

DLJ: Candidates are invited to attend an event where they make a speech about their candidacy and 

answer questions from the audience.  

No speeches against 

The policy passes. 

Action Items: EC to update policy booklet and bye-laws 

Agenda Topic #14: The Students’ Union should provide new society committees with 



   
 

information detailing key information and resources 

Presented by The Activities Committee 

This policy is about ensuring key information is passed on from committee to committee each year 

about student Union support and resources. 

No questions or clarifications requested. 

No speeches against. 

The policy passes. 

 

Action Items: EC to update policy booklet and bye-laws 

Agenda Topic #15: The Students’ Union should reallocate funds from dormant societies of more 

than 2 years to put back into the fund it pot for current societies 

Presented by Tamara O’Neill 

TO: There is lots of money at the moment going to waste which could be used to support societies. 

Q: Where has this money come from? 

TO: This might have been money they raised themselves or it could be funding they received. 

Speech against: The time period should be 3 years because that fits with the average student cycle. 

Speech for: The funding process is now very simple so  

Speech against: could this be invested in a stocks and shares ISA 

Speech for: This doesn’t benefit students so much. 

Speech for: A stocks and shares ISA could possibly not make a profit and is risky 

Speech against: We could control this investment. 

RO: Clarifies that investing in a stocks and shares ISA would be a separate policy, and that if the policy 

under discussion does not pass, a new policy could be submitted.  

The policy passes. 

Action Items: EC to update policy booklet and bye-laws 



   
 

Agenda Topic #16: The Students’ Union should run a road safety campaign 

Presented by Izzy Gurbuz 

IG: Drivers, pedestrians and cyclists often forget the highway code and an education campaign could 

improve student safety. Wants to focus on cyclists first. 

No questions or clarifications 

No speeches against 

The policy passes. 

Action Items: Steering Committee to assign policy 

Agenda Topic #17: Motion for posters to reach further across campus during Exec Elections 

Presented by Georgia Lees-Lowe 

GLL: Posters across campus are often taken down by staff and this is unfair and a waste of money and 

time.  

Q: What can we do about bus stops and outside spaces. 

Q: Is the policy about posters not being taken down or having posters in every building? 

GLL: They go hand in hand. 

C: There are some buildings on campus which have a no poster policy. 

C: The library puts up poster boards in the library for students to put posters on-perhaps this is an 

alternative idea. 

The policy passes. 

Action Items: Steering Committee to assign policy 

Agenda Topic #18: The Students’ Union should look into the pricing of Laundry circuit in halls 

and improve the maintenance of the machines 

Presented by Saffa Mir 

SM: This is an ongoing issue year on year, we need to consult students on this. Many machines also 

need maintenance so that students’ money isn’t wasted. 

Q: Hasn’t the price been frozen? 



   
 

SM: Yes but that will expire soon. 

No speeches against. 

The policy passes. 

Action Items: Steering Committee to assign policy 

Next meeting: 4th May 2017 (Subject to change) 

 

 

 

 

  


