
     
 

1 | P a g e  
 

Senate: Agenda and Papers 

Wednesday 3rd May 2017, Alan Turing Building  

16:00-18:00 

Agenda 

No. Item: Paper No. 

1 Welcome 
Welcome from the Senate Chair 
Quorum check  
Apologies for Absence 
 

 

2 Explanation of Senate 
 

 

3 Minutes of Previous Senate  
 
 

1. 
pp.3-9 

4 Minutes from Previous Senate Committees: 
Minutes can be found online at: http://bit.ly/2nYY5NA  

 

5 State of the Union Report 
 

 

6 Steering Report 2. 
pp.10 

7 Steering Committee Minutes 
 
 

3. 
pp.10-15 

8 Policy Proposals  
 

1. The Students' Union should lobby for the building of more 'Green 
Walls' on University buildings. 

 

2. The Students' Union should lobby for the introduction of a 
disposable cup tax of 20p per cup in all food and drink outlets on 
campus, when the new re-usable cup system starts in September 
 
3. The Students' Union should create both a LGBQ and trans 
students’ committee, starting in the academic year of 17/18 
 
4. The SU should lobby for The University of Manchester/Residential 
Services to provide secure, locked bicycle storage facilities in halls of 
residence 
 

5. Emergency Motion Amendment: The Students' Union should carry 
out a boycott of the National Student Survey (the NSS) if the University 
of Manchester opts into the Teaching Excellence Framework (the TEF) 

4. 
16-21 

http://bit.ly/2nYY5NA
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9 Officer Scrutiny Report: 
Officer’s reports will be made available online at: 
http://manchesterstudentsunion.com/top-
navigation/voice/senate/senate-agendas-and-minutes   

 
 

10 
 

NUS National Conference: NUS Delegates Reports: 
Delegate’s reports will be made available online at: 
http://manchesterstudentsunion.com/top-
navigation/voice/senate/senate-agendas-and-minutes  

 

11 Any Other Business 
 
   

 

12 Close  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://manchesterstudentsunion.com/top-navigation/voice/senate/senate-agendas-and-minutes
http://manchesterstudentsunion.com/top-navigation/voice/senate/senate-agendas-and-minutes
http://manchesterstudentsunion.com/top-navigation/voice/senate/senate-agendas-and-minutes
http://manchesterstudentsunion.com/top-navigation/voice/senate/senate-agendas-and-minutes
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Paper 1: Previous Senate Minutes 
 

Agenda Topic #1: Welcome, quorum and apologies 

The start of the meeting is delayed due to a not being quorate at 18:30 but Senate is quorate by 

18:50. 

Senate Chair Ruth O’Sullivan (RO) opens the meeting by welcoming Senate and audience members 

and apologising for the wait. The meeting is declared quorate and begins at [18:50] 

There are apologies from members of RA’s and JCRs and some Exec. 

 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #2: Explanation of process 

RO uses a PowerPoint presentation to cover the rules and regulations of the meeting. This covers the 

agenda, rules relating to debate, the warning card system, the use of hand signals, and elections 

taking place at Senate.  

She stressed the importance of abiding by the rules. 

 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #3: Minutes of the Previous Senate 

RO presents the minutes of the previous Senate. No one objects or offers corrections so the minutes 

are approved. 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #4: State of the Union Report 

A video of Naa is played as she is not in attendance today. 

Building works are on schedule, commercial services will close in May temporarily. 

Celebrate week is approaching and NA encouraged everyone to make nominations. 

BOP is launching tonight. 

 

The State of the Union report is approved. 

 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #5: Steering Report and Committee Minutes 

Izzy Gurbuz presents the report. 

Full minuets in booklets. 
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Rejected a policy on BDS due to a similar existing policy. 

Rejected a policy about NUS delegates attending scrutiny on the basis that it was inappropriate and 

didn’t make sense. 

The report was approved. 

 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #6: Scrutiny Committee Report 

Shiya Gao presented the report. 

SG explained the process of the Scrutiny committee and explained that the full report is online and in 

the booklets. 

The report is approved. 

Constitutional proposals 

Agenda Topic #7: The Students’ Union should affiliate to Action for Trans Health 

Presented by Rob Noon 

RN: The Union needs to do more to support Trans students and needs to work with appropriate 

organisations.  

No one wanted to speak against the motion so we move to a vote. 

The proposal passes. 

 

Policy Debate 

Agenda Topic #8: The Students’ Union should campaign against all robberies and thefts 

against students (especially international students) 

Presented by Jingxiu Ouyang (Teddy) 

Thanks Steering committee for allowing the policy to be debated. 

40 cases of burglaries, robberies and thefts recorded against students last month and is a big problem 

in Manchester. Students tend not to report these incidents. Advice from Police isn’t good at the 

moment. 

Q from Saffa Mir: could we resubmit the policy with actions? 

Steering clarified that it is not the responsibility of the submitter to write actions but the responsibility of 

the Officer to whom it is assigned. 

JO’s ideas include working with the Police. 

One member questioned how realistic the campaign is? 

Jenni Smyth: she and Saffa Mir currently working on this at the moment and believes more can be 

done to work with landlords etc. 
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No speeches against. 

The proposal passes. 

 

Action Items: Steering Committee to assign policy 

Agenda Topic #9: The Students’ Union should lobby the University to amend course content to 

support the wellbeing of trans students 

Presented by Laura Allman 

LA: This policy is the start of a campaign to eradicate transphobia and homophobia from the 

curriculum. Unnecessarily gendered language is distressing for nonbinary students. There are some 

explicitly transphobic content which needs to be changed. 

Q: Is this about encouragement? 

LA: Yes because we don’t have the power to enforce we can only meet with people and ask for this. 

Q: Sometimes it is appropriate to use gendered language? 

LA: Can’t see why this would be a problem. 

C: Is this relevant to all courses 

LA: This isn’t about inserting Trans content into all coursed, just about changing what already exists. 

But also in some cases there may be content which should be added to courses. 

No speeches against 

The policy passes. 

 

Action Items: Steering Committee to assign policy 

Agenda Topic #10: The Students’ Union should lobby the University to remove the 50p hot 

water charge in the University cafes 

Presented by Izzy Gurbuz. 

IG: We want to lobby the food on campus outlets to stop the 50p charge so that students who bring in 

their own cups and tea bags  

Q: Doesn’t this charge include the cup, milk, sugar etc? 

IG: If people wanted this the charge would apply, this is just for the water. 

RO clarifies what lobbying the Uni entails. 

Q: Will the SU adopt this policy? 

C: We already give away free hot water. 

No speeches against 
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The policy passes. 

  

Action Items: Steering Committee to assign policy 

Agenda Topic #11: The Students’ Union should lobby the University to increase the number of 

gender neutral toilet facilities and to change the signage to accommodate nonbinary students 

Presented by Laura Allman 

LA: There are currently not enough gender neutral toilets on campus which is a big problem for many 

trans students. We want the Uni to commit to every building on campus to have a GN toilet. 

Q: What alternative symbol could be used?  

LA: Just a symbol of a toilet. 

C: There are some complicated problems due to planning law around this. 

C form JS: We don’t need to worry about planning law, this would be something for exec/the 

University to look into if the policy is passed. 

Amendment presented by Rob Noon 

RN: This specifically references the Alan Gilbert Learning Commons and priorities this building. 

Q: How does this differ from the main policy? 

RN: Just about our priorities. 

Q: Is this about creating new toilets? 

RN: Not necessarily, but it’s not about abolishing all gendered toilets. 

The amendment passes. 

C: What if the Uni interprets the policy as about abolishing all gendered toilets? 

RO: That’s a point for the Officers to consider if it is passed. 

C from EA: Student feedback is welcomed during the lobbying process. 

No speeches against. 

The policy passes. 

Action Items: Steering Committee to assign policy 

Agenda Topic #12: Offering healthier and cheaper food options to students across campus. 

Presented by Deej Lashley-Johnson 

DLJ: The policy states that we should have cheaper food options and identity politics aren’t important. 

Procedural motion to delete parts. (Too much time is wasted giving attention to issues that are self-

feeding. The more time that is spent given to such non-issues the more they become issues. I'd rather 

see time and resources spent on implementing policies that really benefit all students on campus. 
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Most of the issues that are given attention by the students union don't affect the majority of students.) 

Presented by: Rosa Gane 

Interrupted by: Procedural motion that the proposal not be put. 

Presented by Jenni Smyth 

JS: We could waste lots of time debating these parts and the policy might not go through anyway. 

No speeches against 

The motion passes. 

Action Items: EC to return policy to proposer with suggested removals 

Agenda Topic #13: Motion for annual Students’ union Exec elections Hustings 

Presented by Deej Lashley-Johnson 

DLJ: Students organised a hustings this year and they went really well. This should be something 

which is organised by the SU to encourage participation and turn out. 

Q: What do you mean by the term hustings? 

DLJ: Candidates are invited to attend an event where they make a speech about their candidacy and 

answer questions from the audience.  

No speeches against 

The policy passes. 

Action Items: EC to update policy booklet and bye-laws 

Agenda Topic #14: The Students’ Union should provide new society committees with 

information detailing key information and resources 

Presented by The Activities Committee 

This policy is about ensuring key information is passed on from committee to committee each year 

about student Union support and resources. 

No questions or clarifications requested. 

No speeches against. 

The policy passes. 

Action Items: EC to update policy booklet and bye-laws 

Agenda Topic #15: The Students’ Union should reallocate funds from dormant societies of 

more than 2 years to put back into the fund it pot for current societies 

Presented by Tamara O’Neill 

TO: There is lots of money at the moment going to waste which could be used to support societies. 
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Q: Where has this money come from? 

TO: This might have been money they raised themselves or it could be funding they received. 

Speech against: The time period should be 3 years because that fits with the average student cycle. 

Speech for: The funding process is now very simple so  

Speech against: could this be invested in a stocks and shares ISA 

Speech for: This doesn’t benefit students so much. 

Speech for: A stocks and shares ISA could possibly not make a profit and is risky 

Speech against: We could control this investment. 

RO: Clarifies that investing in a stocks and shares ISA would be a separate policy, and that if the 

policy under discussion does not pass, a new policy could be submitted.  

The policy passes. 

Action Items: EC to update policy booklet and bye-laws 

Agenda Topic #16: The Students’ Union should run a road safety campaign 

Presented by Izzy Gurbuz 

IG: Drivers, pedestrians and cyclists often forget the highway code and an education campaign could 

improve student safety. Wants to focus on cyclists first. 

No questions or clarifications 

No speeches against 

The policy passes. 

Action Items: Steering Committee to assign policy 

Agenda Topic #17: Motion for posters to reach further across campus during Exec Elections 

Presented by Georgia Lees-Lowe 

GLL: Posters across campus are often taken down by staff and this is unfair and a waste of money 

and time.  

Q: What can we do about bus stops and outside spaces? 

Q: Is the policy about posters not being taken down or having posters in every building? 

GLL: They go hand in hand. 

C: There are some buildings on campus which have a no poster policy. 

C: The library puts up poster boards in the library for students to put posters on-perhaps this is an 

alternative idea. 

The policy passes. 

Action Items: Steering Committee to assign policy 
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Agenda Topic #18: The Students’ Union should look into the pricing of Laundry circuit in halls 

and improve the maintenance of the machines 

Presented by Saffa Mir 

SM: This is an ongoing issue year on year, we need to consult students on this. Many machines also 

need maintenance so that students’ money isn’t wasted. 

Q: Hasn’t the price been frozen? 

SM: Yes but that will expire soon. 

No speeches against. 

The policy passes. 

Action Items: Steering Committee to assign policy 

Next meeting: 4th May 2017 (Subject to change) 
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Minutes from subcommittees 

 

Paper 2: Steering Report 

To presented at Senate on Wednesday 3rd May 2017 

This report outlines some of the more major decisions made at the Steering Committee 

meetings on 20th April and 27th April 2017. The minutes from these meetings contain more 

information on these and other decisions. 

Decision Reasoning 
 

Steering Committee agreed to bring forward 
an emergency motion amendment to Senate. 

 
 

 
The decision was taken to include the 
motion amendment due to the recent 
events in the House of Commons 
surrounding the NSS and TEF that were 
only announced this week. 
 

 
Steering Committee allocated lapsing 
policies to the relevant sub committees: 
 

 Boycott The Arms Trade: Sorcha 
Floyd 
 

 Supporting all Trade Union Disputes: 
Sorcha Floyd 

 

 Accrediting Landlords For Students: 
Saffa Mir 

 
 

 In solidarity with freedom in the 
Middle East and North Africa: Ilyas 
Nagdee 

 

 Equality for International Students: 
Ilyas Nagdee 

 

 Cheaper Food on Campus: Izzy 
Gurbuz 

 

 The Students' Union should take a 
Zero Tolerance approach to Sexual 
Harassment: Jenni Smyth 
 

 
As required by the ‘POLICY OF THE 
UNION’ Bye-law: 
 
8. After a policy has lapsed, Steering 
Committee will notify the Senate and the 
relevant Senate 
Committee of this fact to allow them to 
propose that the policy (or a revised 
version) is readopted 
for a further three years. 
 
9. Any policy that has lapsed which is not 
renewed within three months of the notice 
from 
Steering Committee shall cease to have 
effect and shall be deleted from the policy 
book. 
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Paper 3: Steering Committee 1 Minutes 

Meeting attended by: Izzy Gurbuz, Joanna Melville, Dorian Gordon 
 

Absent from meeting: Gregor Anicic, Katrina Sandra Beitina, Quentin Potts, Shiya Gao 

Sent apologies: Naa Acquah, Ruth O’Sullivan 

Date:  20/04/2017 

Time: 16:00-17:00 

Secretary: 
 

Freya Potter 
 

Agenda Topic #1:  Motion for Officer Review 

Ben Ward attended the meeting and requested that a late Emergency Motion regarding the Officer 
Review. Steering approved this and asked for the motion to be submitted by Thursday in time for the 
next meeting. 
 

Agenda Topic #2:  Election of Chair for this meeting 

It was agreed that Izzy would chair. 
 

Agenda Topic #3:  Reschedule Senate for 3rd May: Alan Turning building. 

Agreed that moving Senate would cause too much disruption so ideally it wouldn’t be moved but the 
options should be explored. Although the existing date clashes with the elections the committee felt that 
because polls are open 7qm – 10pm there is plenty of opportunity for students to vote.  
 
FP to check whether BME event could be moved on the 3rd.  
Update: It can’t be moved. 
 

Agenda Topic #4:  Policy Lapse: Steering to review lapsing policy  

Boycott The Arms Trade Sorcha Floyd 

Supporting all Trade Union Disputes Sorcha Floyd 

Accrediting Landlords For Students Saffa Mir 

In solidarity with freedom in the Middle East and North 
Africa 

Ilyas Nagdee 

Equality for International Students Ilyas Nagdee 

Cheaper Food on Campus Izzy Gurbuz 

The Students' Union should take a Zero Tolerance 
approach to Sexual Harassment 

Jenni Smyth 

 
All policy approved to go back to committees so that they can re-submit policy they would like to renew. 
 
FP to communicate this to Committee secretaries. 
 

Agenda Topic #5:  Review submitted policy: 
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1. The Students' Union should lobby for the building of more 'Green Walls' on University buildings 

Notes: Approved 

2. The Students' Union should lobby for the introduction of a disposable cup tax of 20p per cup in all 

food and drink outlets on campus, when the new re-usable cup system starts in September 

Notes: Approved 

3. The Students' Union should create both a LGBQ and trans students’ committee, starting in the 

academic year of 17/18 

Notes: Approved but there were a few suggestions the committee had to make the policy a little clearer: 

 In reference to the LGBQ  Committee it might be worth changing the line ‘Only members who self-
identify with each section can stand for the associated positions’ to line ‘Only members who self-identify 
with each section and as L/G/B/Q can stand for the associated positions.’ Just for clarity, and for the 
Trans committee: ‘Only members who self-identify with each section and as Trans can stand for the 
associated positions.’ 
 

 In regards to the line ‘If positions are unfilled, committees should have the option to co-opt 
students in to the approval of a two-thirds majority’. There was a bit of a concern that this may 
undermine the idea of reserved places for certain groups, which is why a rule like this doesn’t apply to 
any of the other Senate committees, but this is up to you of course. (I’m happy to chat with you more 
about this to explain the concerns and how reserved places on other committees work if you like.) 

 You might want to clarify whether these committees would be sub-committees of the Diversity and 
Liberation Committee if that’s how you envisage them working. 

 

4. The SU should lobby for The University of Manchester/Residential Services to provide secure, 

locked bicycle storage facilities in halls of residence 

Notes: Approved 

 

FP to email Rob Noon with the committee’s suggestions. 

 

 

 
Agenda Topic #6:  Assign Policy to relevant Subcommittee  

 
1. The Students’ Union should campaign against all robberies and thefts against students (especially 
international students) – Community  
 
2. The Students’ Union should lobby the University to amend course content to support the wellbeing of trans 
students – Diversity  
 
3. The Students’ Union should lobby the University to remove the 50p hot water charge in the University cafes - 
Wellbeing 
 
4. The Students’ Union should lobby the University to increase the number of gender neutral toilet facilities and 
to change the signage to accommodate nonbinary students – Liberation and Diversity  
 
5. The Students’ Union should run a road safety campaign – Wellbeing (tbc at next meeting) 
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6. Motion for posters to reach further across campus during Exec Elections – Society and Citizenship 
 
7. The Students’ Union should look into the pricing of Laundry circuit in halls and improve the maintenance of 
the machines - Community 
 
 

 
Agenda Topic #7:  AOB 

 

Agenda Topic #8:  Date of Next Meeting 

Thursday 27
th
 April Fruity Room, 5:00pm-7:00pm 

Emmet Cleaver to Secretary  

 

Paper 3: Steering Committee 2 Minutes 

Meeting attended by: Joanna Melville, Dorian Gordon, Izzy Gurbuz, Shiya Gao 

Sent apologies: Naa Acquah 

Date: 27.04.2017 

Time: 17:00-19:00 

Secretary: Emmet Cleaver 
Chair: Ruth O’Sullivan 
 

 
Agenda Topic #1:  Minutes from last meeting. 

 
-Agenda Topic #5: Review submitted policy 
Action: FP to email Rob Noon with the Committee’s suggestions 
FP contacted Rob Noon with the committee’s suggestions who agreed to them, FP awaiting response 
from Rob regarding the resubmitting the motion with the additional suggestions. 
 
-Agenda Topic #6: ‘Assign Policy to Relevant Committee’ 
5. the Students’ union should run a road safety campaign’ 
The Wellbeing committee were original assigned this motion but after discussions had taken place and it 
was agreed that the policy would lie with the Community Committee. 
 
The minutes were taken as a true record.  
 
 

 
Agenda Topic #3:  Motion Priority 

The Steering Committee agreed that motion 3 ‘The Students’ union should create both a LGBTQ and 
trans students’ committee, starting in the academic year of 17/18’ should be the first motion of discussion 
due to it needing to make constitutional amendments. 
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Agenda Topic #4:  Steering Committee to approve date, time and venue of Senate.   

EC explained the reason behind the moving of the date of senate the committee approved the date of the 
next senate: 
 
Alan Turing building, Wednesday 3rd May 4:00pm-6:00pm 
 
Action: EC to email all senate members and student panel members about the new date and time. 
 

 
Agenda Topic #5:  Policy Amendment:  
 
The Students' Union should lobby for the introduction of a disposable cup tax of 20p per cup in 
all food and drink outlets on campus, when the new re-usable cup system starts in September 
 
 

IG explained the reason to including the amendments.  
 
The committee approved to include the amendments.  
 

 
Agenda Topic #6 Emergency amendment to motion:   

 
The Students' Union should carry out a boycott of the National Student Survey (the NSS) if the 
University of Manchester opts into the Teaching Excellence Framework (the TEF) 
 
Manchester SU notes: 
1. The government’s November 2015 Bill outlined extensive reforms to higher education. 
 
2. The flagship reform, the Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF), will rely on data from the National 
Student Survey (NSS) and Destination of Leavers from Higher Education (DLHE) survey. 
 
3. NUS is mandated to organise a national boycott of NSS and DLHE as part of a strategy against the 
reforms. 
 
4. A boycott was found to be the best route after the VPHE consultation, other organisations like NCAFC 
and FACE also recommend a boycott 
 
Manchester SU believes: 
1. The reforms fundamentally attack the idea of education as a public service. 
 
2. There are many reasons to oppose NSS, e.g. that it systematically discriminates against BME 
academics. 
 
3. Boycotting NSS and DLHE will disrupt the introduction of TEF, giving us leverage. 
 
4. A local-organised boycott should only be done as part of a national sabotage organised by NUS. 
 
 
Manchester SU Resolves: 
1. To organise a boycott of NSS, including: 
a. Refusing to promote NSS should the university enter the TEF; 
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b. Working with UCU to discourage NSS promotion by academics and encourage academics to actively 
promote the boycott instead; 
c. Promoting the boycott through posters, leafleting, door-knocking and social media. 
 
2. To work with the University and UCU to create a local, non-metric-focused alternative to NSS to 
assess and thereby improve students’ learning experiences. 
 
Amendment to Policy:  

The Students' Union should carry out a boycott of the National Student Survey (the NSS) if the 

University of Manchester opts into the Teaching Excellence Framework (the TEF) 

Add: 

The Students’ Union notes: 

1. There has been wide coverage of the national boycott of the NSS since it began in January 2017; 

2. On 8th March 2017 the House of Lords cited the boycott and student opposition to the TEF as a 

reason to de-link the TEF and tuition fees; 

3. The link between the TEF and tuition fees will begin in September 2020. 

 

The Students’ Union believes: 

1. The NSS boycott is a successful way that students at Manchester can protest against the TEF and 

its link with tuition fees; 

2. The NSS boycott must be sustained in future years because TEF rankings will depend on a three-

year average of NSS data. 

The Students’ Union resolves: 

1. The NSS boycott must continue until one of the three situations occur: 

a. The University of Manchester opts out of the TEF unconditionally; 

b. The link between the TEF and tuition fees is severed indefinitely; 

c. The NSS stops being used in the TEF in any form. 

 

Emma Atkins (EA) presented her motion to the committee and provided an explanation as to why this 
motion was being submitted.  
 
EA explained that HE bill was voted on by the house of commons today (27.04.17) which meant there 
was no way of submitting prior.  
 
The steering committee approved to submit the amendments with motions.  
 

Agenda Topic #7: AOB  

RO’S asked for feedback from the steering committee about reviewing the process in which students 
submit policy.  
 
Members on the committee felt that efforts should be made to make writing policy accessible for students 
and that an internal review should be taken. 
 
EC thanked the committee for their attendance and for their support throughout the year. 
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Paper 4: Policy Proposals 

 
Proposal 1 
Proposed by: Lizzy Haughton 

 

The Students' Union should lobby for the building of more 'Green Walls' on University 

buildings 

Details: 

City of Trees has done extensive research for the university into buildings suitable for greenwalls, yet 
no action has yet been carried out by the university to implement these changes, 
the main reason being the lack of funding. 
Given the Social Responsibility policy at Manchester University, which unquestionably 
extends to environmental responsibility, this 'lack of funding' is not good enough. The new 
renovation of the SU looks to include a green wall, or green roof, on the extension above the 
SU bar - we must not only set an example, but lobby the university to invest more money in 
environmentally friendly innovations. 
 

 
Proposal 2 
Proposed by: Lizzy Haughton 
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The Students' Union should lobby for the introduction of a disposable cup tax of 20p per cup in 
all food and drink outlets on campus, when the new re-usable cup system starts in September 

 
Details: 
 
Hundreds of thousands of disposable coffee cups are thrown away every day in the UK. Given our 
current position in the People & Planet University Sustainability League (we rank 110th out of 150 UK 
universities), the issue of disposable cups seems to be one problem with a relatively easy solution. 
 
FoodOnCampus are already working on a new cup scheme that will be brought out in September, with 
a differently branded re-usable cup to be used across all food outlets on campus to tackle this issue of 
disposable coffee cup wastage. Having spoken to one of the leaders of this project, it was decided that 
what was needed to push this project forward was student support, especially backing for the idea of a 
cup tax to be applied to every disposable cup bought at any outlet on campus. 
 
If we can apply this tax not only to the SU Cafe but to all food and drink outlets on campus we are 
looking at drastically reducing the number of disposable cups thrown away every day. If this scheme is 
successful, the university could look into broadening the scheme to include independent and chain 
coffee outlets in Manchester city 2.5 disposable cups thrown away every year is not acceptable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Policy Amendment 
Proposed by: Izzy Gurbuz 
 
The Students' Union should lobby for the introduction of a disposable cup tax of 20p per cup in 
all food and drink outlets on campus, when the new re-usable cup system starts in September 

 
 
Change title to:  
 
The Students' Union should lobby for the introduction of a bring-your-own cup discount of 20p per cup 
in all food and drink outlets on campus, when the new re-usable cup system starts in September 
 
 
Change: 
 
"a cup tax to be applied to every disposable cup bought at any outlet on campus."  
 
to: 
 
'a bring-your-own-cup discount to be applied at every outlet on campus' 
 
 
Change: 
 
"If we can apply this tax" 
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to 
 
'If we can apply this discount' 
 
Change: 
 
"2.5 disposable cups" 
 
to: 
 
'2.5 billion disposable cups' 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposal 3 
Proposed by: Rob Noon 
 
The Students' Union should create both a LGBQ and trans students’ committee, starting in the 

academic year of 17/18 
 
Details:  
 
The Union believes: 
- The voices of LGBT+ students are important to the SU, yet widely unheard as a result of low 
engagement with the union. 
- Currently, there are two LGBQ officers and two Trans student officers 
- LGBT+ students should be given more opportunity to share their thoughts and ideas on issues 
affecting them outside of four part-time officers’ roles. 
- The creation of two committees that lead, scrutinize, and support the work of both the trans and 
LGBQ students' campaign will work to solve this problem. 
 
The Union resolves: 
- To create a trans students' committee, chaired by the two trans officers, consisting of the following 
positions: 

 Ace Representative 

 Intersex Representative 

 BME Representative x2 

 Disabled Representative 

 Women’s (open) Representative 
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 Women's (experiences transmisogyny) Representative 

 Non-binary Representative 

 Open Place 

 Only members who self-identify with each section can stand for the associated positions. 
 
- To also create a LGBQ students' committee, chaired by the two LGBQ officers, consisting of the 
following positions: 

 Ace Representative 

 Lesbian Representative 

 Bi Representative 

 Trans Representative 

 Disabled Representative 

 International Representative 

 Post grad Representative 

 Women's Representative x2 

 BME Representative x2 

 Open Place x2 

 Only members who self-identify with each section can stand for the associated positions. 
 
- Each representative will be elected at the same time as the part time officers. 
- Candidates running for LGBQ and trans officer positions should be encouraged to also run for 
committee positions. 
- If positions are unfilled, committees should have the option to co-opt students in to the approval of a 
two-thirds majority. 
- Students will be able to sit on both committees. 
- Committees will meet at least once per term. 
- Committee members will not have voting places at Senate, but will feed into the Diversity and 
Liberation committee and Liberation committee. 
 
 
 
Proposal 4 
Proposed by: Liam Armstrong 
 
The SU should lobby for The University of Manchester/Residential Services to provide secure, 

locked bicycle storage facilities in halls of residence 
 

Details: 
 
There are currently no secure bicycle storage facilities in halls, in accordance with the decision of UoM 

to remove locks from the existing structures following a disagreement with a student over a year ago. 

As a direct result of this, there have been many instances of students’ bikes being stolen despite 

emails from students asking those involved to fix this. 

In addition to there being no locks on these facilities, there is no CCTV or any other security features 

either; in essence this provides thieves with a free-reign to use advanced mechanical methods to break 

through the most durable locks on the market, thus rendering all of the university-endorsed bike 

schemes useless. 

I believe that this is wholly unacceptable for two main reasons. Primarily, as the university continues to 

promote sustainable travel and looks increasingly to bicycles as the healthy, green option, there needs 
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to be infrastructure in place to make sure that this is effective and safe as well as allowing students to 

benefit from the greatly-heralded Oxford Road bike lanes. Secondly, crime and specifically bike-theft is 

on the rise and UoM/Residences are taking the bare minimum action to prevent this, shifting all of the 

blame onto the students. Therefore it is paramount that the Students’ Union can support students on 

this issue by working with Halls of Residences and the University of Manchester to provide better 

facilities to lower the risk of crime and safeguard students who face the cost if their bike gets stolen. 
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Emergency Policy Amendment 

Proposed by: Emma Atkins 

 

The Students' Union should carry out a boycott of the National Student Survey (the NSS) if the 

University of Manchester opts into the Teaching Excellence Framework (the TEF) 

Details:  

 

The Students' Union notes that: 

1.Active student opposition to the TEF, especially the NSS boycott, has had national recognition and 
has influenced national policy; 
2. Some universities, including Manchester Metropolitan University, have told their staff that courses 
that do 'badly' in the TEF will be closed; 
3.  If NSS data is unusable, students will not be complicit in legitimising the TEF and fee levels for 
future students. 
 

The Students' Union believes that: 

1. Student opposition to the TEF must continue, to support both students and university staff;  
2. The boycott of the NSS is the most effective way students can protest against the TEF. 
 

The Students' Union resolves to: 

- Continue the boycott of the NSS until either of the two following events occur: 
1. The link between the TEF and tuition fees is unconditionally and indefinitely severed; 
2. The University of Manchester opts out of the TEF.  
- Oppose University strategy that has been distorted by the TEF (ie closing courses that do not 
"perform well" by the TEF's standards) 
 

Add: 

The Students’ Union notes: 

4. There has been wide coverage of the national boycott of the NSS since it began in January 2017; 
5. On 8th March 2017 the House of Lords cited the boycott and student opposition to the TEF as a 

reason to de-link the TEF and tuition fees; 
6. The link between the TEF and tuition fees will begin in September 2020. 

 
 

The Students’ Union believes: 

3. The NSS boycott is a successful way that students at Manchester can protest against the TEF and 

its link with tuition fees; 

4. The NSS boycott must be sustained in future years because TEF rankings will depend on a three-

year average of NSS data. 
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The Students’ Union resolves: 

3. The NSS boycott must continue until one of the three situations occur: 

d. The University of Manchester opts out of the TEF unconditionally; 

e. The link between the TEF and tuition fees is severed indefinitely; 

f. The NSS stops being used in the TEF in any form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


