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MAKE STUDENT COUNCIL TRANSPARENT & ACCOUNTABLE 
 

  

FACTS 
1. Full-time Officers, including the President, are subject to accountability panels throughout their 

term in office. (1) 
2. The Chair of Student Council is subject to an accountability panel during their term as Chair (2) 
3. The Full-time Officers, including the President, are also held to account during Student Council 

(appendix A), with a section of the meeting dedicated to their reports (3) 
4. Student Council Representatives are not held to account during Student Council meetings 

through a specific agenda item (3) 
5. Student Council Representatives are not held to account through accountability panels (1) 
6. Voting in Student Council can only be seen by students if they sit in attendance at the meetings 

(appendix B) 
7. Voting in student council is recorded in the minutes as a tally of the number of Reps and Officers 

that voted for, against or abstained (4) 
8. How members specifically vote in Student Council is not specifically recorded in the minutes (4) 
9. Student Council voted against a motion to make voting secret through the form of a secret ballot 

but passed an amendment to that motion that would have recorded the way Reps had voted in 
the minutes (5) 

 
 
IMPACTS 

1. Members of Student Council wanted to be more transparent as was evidenced in passing of the 
amendment to the Secret Ballot motion and the fall of that same motion but are currently left 
with the status quo.  

2. The student body is not currently able to hold Representatives and Officers accountable for their 
voting actions unless they attend the meeting of Council.  

3. Reps and Officers vote and speak on behalf of their constituents and it is unfair on the student 
body to not be able to see how their Reps are voting on motions that may be important to them 
or that affect them. 

4. Many members of Student Council often run for other full-time/part-time roles and students 
deserve to see how they have voted on motions when voting for them as candidates.  

5. The membership is unable to assess a Rep or Officers capability or appropriateness for the role if 
they cannot see how that Rep or Officer acts on their behalf.  

6. By not publishing how Reps and Officers have voted it means students can only see this if they 
attend the meeting, which is not accessible.  

7. Enabling our students to see how their Reps and Officers are voting will make council more 
inclusive, accessible and transparent.  

 
 
 

  



REACTS 
1. The relevant staff member within the Students’ Union will be tasked with identifying an 

appropriate method for the casting of votes and the recording of how a member of the Student 
Council has voted. 

2. How a Representative or Officer has voted will be recorded in the minutes of the meeting of 
Student Council which will be published on the Students’ Union website. 

3. Bye law 14.1 will be updated to reflect this change. 
4. In line with Bye law 14.2, members, by majority, will still retain the right to request a secret ballot 

in the meeting but how a Rep of Officer votes will still be recorded and published. 
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1.amazonaws.com/nusdigital/document/documents/31278/e307b8c652211e7ff61751759044dff
1/Agenda9Feb2017.pdf  
http://www.leedsbeckettsu.co.uk/studentvoice/council 

4. https://s3-eu-west-
1.amazonaws.com/nusdigital/document/documents/30368/19095d09e8a21bf94f8355252a43bd
67/SCDraftMinutes01dec2016.pdf (page 3) 
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