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Motion Name: Effectively Countering Drug Misuse 

 

Background: 

- Drugs can be dangerous 

- Since the start of the global war on drugs, consumption has increased not 

decreased. 

- Enforcement of global prohibition costs $100 billion (£67 billion) annually 

- Illegal drugs are a $320 billion (£247 billion) industry, with money going into drug 

cartels, gang violence and terrorism. 

- Imprisonment is more expensive than rehabilitation of drug users 

- Since Portugal decriminalised drugs in 2001, drug usage rates have fallen among 

those aged 15-24 (the population most at risk of initiating drug use) and 

rehabilitation rates have risen. 

- Last year Avon and Somerset Police Constabulary started a Drugs Education 

Programme which offers an alternative route for drug possession offences and 

deliver a ‘once only opportunity’ for offenders to receive an intervention aimed at 

deterring them from further drug use and further involvement in the criminal justice 

system.  

 

Purpose: 

- Students are particularly likely to use drugs and the University should be steering 

them towards services rather than kicking them out of university. 

- The war on drugs is inherently racist and classist and this was known from the start. 

Despite parity of consumption amongst racial and class lines, there is no parity of 

arrests or conviction. It was under U.S. President Richard Nixon that the drug war 

began and John Ehrlichman, one of Nixon’s closest advisors, is quoted as saying: 

“[Nixon] "had two enemies: the anti-war left and black people. You understand 

what I'm saying? We knew we couldn't make it illegal to be either against the war 
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or black, but by getting the public to associate the hippies with marijuana and 

blacks with heroin, and then criminalizing both heavily, we could disrupt those 

communities. We could arrest their leaders, raid their homes, break up their 

meetings, and vilify them night after night on the evening news. Did we know we 

were lying about the drugs? Of course we did." 

- Unregulated substances are more dangerous than regulated substances because 

purity and chemical composition will always be an unknown variable. For example 

most cocaine is cut with levamisole which can reduce your white blood cell count 

and the recent spike in pill deaths have been caused by people consuming PMA, 

when they believed they were consuming MDMA. 

- Our best tool to fight death from drugs is education and treatment, and students 

are dis-incentivised from accessing those services when they know that they must 

admit to authorities that they have, and will continue to, perform illegal activities. 

- If drugs were to be legalised and sold by licensed providers, the tax revenue could 

be used to fund drug rehabilitation services and the NHS. 

 

Action: 

- Bristol SU to take a stance that drugs should be decriminalised and regulated, in 

support of students’ wellbeing and future prospects. 

- To lobby the University to stop kicking people out for drug use, instead promote 

access to drugs services in a supportive and confidential manner. To produce 

materials for Welcome Week on how to deal with drug overdoses or addiction.  

- Bristol SU to invite drug charities to have drop-in sessions at the Union throughout 

the year. 

- Bristol SU to lobby NUS, the Council, and MPs advocating for the decriminalisation 

and regulation of drugs. 

- Bristol SU should work, where relevant, with drug organisations including Bristol 

Drugs Project, Transform Drug Policy Foundation, ADS and Addaction. 
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- Bristol SU should provide information on where drug services, alcohol services, 

organisations that deal with chemsex, and needle exchanges are in Bristol. 

 

Proposed by: Laura Ho 

Seconded by: Sarah Redrup 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-13624303 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/02/un-war-on-drugs-failure-

prohibition-united-nations 

https://www.drugpolicy.org/docUploads/ndny_costeff.pdf 

http://www.tdpf.org.uk/blog/drug-decriminalisation-portugal-setting-record-straight 

https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/about-us/freedom-of-

information/previous-foi-requests/community-safety/diversion-schemes-for-sex-and-

drug-offences/ 

 


