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Commitment to Responsible Alcohol Consumption 

This Union Notes: 

1. Binge Drinking is a real issue among young people and whilst currently falling there is still a 
culture to drink excessive amounts of alcohol, especially at University.1 

2. Initiation ceremonies are still commonplace on university campuses.2  
3. Alcohol related issues costs the NHS around 3.5 billion a year, totalling to 21 billion 

annually.3 
4. More than 9 Million people in England drink more than the recommended daily limits.4  
5. Universities have a culture of drinking, especially during Welcome Week where drinking 

alcohol is encouraged to make friends. 
6. Local communities and students who do not drink are often adversely affected by 

intoxicated students.5 
7. College JCRs currently have a ‘sober duty’ policy of 20:1.6 

This Union Believes: 

1. That University should be a safe and inclusive place which cannot be achieved with excessive 
drinking being a part of the local culture. 

2. University students are a part of the wider community so should respect the social contracts 
that come with that.  

3. This Union does not condone excessive drinking. 
4. Initiation ceremonies are intimidating and do not help contribute to a safe place on campus 

and in Lancaster. 
5. Non-alcoholic events and spaces are important for students who do not wish to drink and 

we should provide equal opportunity for such. 
6. The University and Students’ Union have a duty to educate students about the issues 

relating to irresponsible and excessive alcohol consumption, in particular around Welcome 
Week, as we recognise this as a time when these issues become more acute. 

7. College JCRs have a role, especially at events, to ensure students are not overly intoxicated. 
 

This Union Resolves: 

1. To proactively encourage and campaign for responsible alcohol consumption amongst the 
student population by running awareness campaigns throughout the year and highlighting 
the effects and dangers of consuming too much alcohol. 
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2. To work with local businesses and the relevant local authorities to promote the effects of 
excessive alcohol consumption and promote a positive drinking attitude. 

3. Within our own licensed premises we will work to the NUS ‘Best Bar None’ standard, and 
work towards the highest accreditation, which will involve staff training in responsible 
alcohol consumption and being a respected part of the Night time economy.  

4. Campaign to make students aware and change their actions within the local community 
whilst intoxicated. 

5. To not condone initiation ceremonies in any form on campus as they are in breach of our 
values and equal opportunities policy and where any affiliated student groups are found to 
be partaking in such activity they shall be subject to the appropriate disciplinary procedures.  

6. To ensure there are a regular schedule of non-alcoholic events throughout the year, focusing 
in particular on big student events e.g. Halloween, End of Term, Roses etc. 

7. Ensure JCR Execs and Welcome Reps, stick to the ‘sober-duty’ rules to ensure all events run 
are as sensible and safe as they can be.  
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