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Housing Policy 

Policy Statement 

We at Lancaster University Students’ Union are working to create and foster a movement 
where housing and student accommodation is the most suitable it can be and not limited in 
the realms of quality, expense and by the rental knowledge that a student may possess. This 
policy provides a strategic overview of how the Union can lobby and change Lancaster’s 
housing culture on and off campus over the next three years, as all students have the right 
to appropriate housing and not to be taken advantage of by developers, landlords and 
letting agents. This policy will affect all who are members of Lancaster University Students’ 
Union and prospective members, but will specifically ensure further action is taken to 
guarantee students have an enhanced off-campus experience compared to the on-campus 
focus that has been apparent within previous policies. It is important we prioritise these 
issues within the Union as it will make Lancaster a place where accommodation is affordable 
and quality assured. It will also give students the life skills in renting as these are not just 
issues for student life, and as a Union we are integral to ensuring our members are in the 
best situation they can be after their studies.  

Principles 

- We take positive actions to promote and change practices to ensure that Lancaster 
University and the city are places where quality housing is achieved. 

- We actively support all students with their housing issues. 
- To ensure the University also partakes in these practices where a suitable 

commitment is not being seen.  
- To grow and develop relationships with the relevant stakeholders to forward the 

movement of quality housing.  
 

Background 

Current Legislation 

The current legislation surrounding housing compromises of the Housing Act 2004 and the 
Housing Act 2016. The former of these Acts most prominent inclusion for students is the 
addition of health regulations in houses that are being rented. In the 2016 Act the most 
prominent regulation is the ability for local authorities to add landlords to a ‘banned’ list, 
effectively making them unable to rent their properties.  

The current Housing White Paper, which does not require formal assent through Parliament, 
has the proposal to remove letting fees; this will have a drastic impact on some of our 
students who may wish to rent privately without a letting agency. 
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Houses of Multiple Occupancy (HMO) Licensing are given to properties in which a property 
rented out by at least 3 people who are not from 1 ‘household’ (e.g. a family) but share 
facilities like the bathroom and kitchen. You must have a licence if you’re renting out a large 
HMO. Your property is defined as a large HMO if all of the following apply: 

- It’s rented to 5 or more people who form more than 1 household 
- It’s at least 3 storeys high 
- Tenants share toilet, bathroom or kitchen facilities 

There are a range of conditions that need to be satisfied for a HMO License which includes: 

- The house is suitable for the number of occupants (e.g. size and facilities) 
- Send the council an updated gas safety certificate every year 
- Install and maintain smoke alarms 

More information on HMO Licensing can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/house-in-
multiple-occupation-licence  

Scope 

This Policy applies to anyone referenced within the policy to lobby towards. The scope of 
this policy is to lobby for quality housing on and off campus so that students get the best 
experience they can during their time at studying in Lancaster, but also to educate students 
on housing issues for their time not just as a student but into the future. 

Objectives 

1) To ensure all students are entitled to affordable housing, on and off campus 
2) To ensure that all students are entitled to housing of a high standard 
3) That all students should be educated in the housing market   
4) To ensure Lancaster City recognises and supports student needs

https://www.gov.uk/house-in-multiple-occupation-licence
https://www.gov.uk/house-in-multiple-occupation-licence


Passed by LUSU Executive Committee 31/05/2017 

 


