
 
 

 
Motion 4: Banning plastic water bottles from all Kingston University campuses 

Motion Proposer(s): MariaIsabella Grech (K1645248) 
Motion Seconder: Ilaria Casagranda (K1649847), Astrid Goettsch (K1648605), Liselotte 
Joki (K1545677) 
 

Union AGM Notes 
 

1. It is estimated that an average of 35.8 million plastic bottles are used every day in the  
UK, but only 19.8 million are recycled each day and it takes 500 years for plastic to 
decompose. 

2. On average, Londoners buy 3.37 plastic bottles of water each week. This is more than 
anywhere else in England. 

3. By 2050 there will be more plastic than fish in the sea. A recent study has shown that 
seafood eaters ingest up to 11.000 tiny pieces of plastic every year. 

4. 50% of bottled water contains added minerals and salts; this does not mean that it is 
healthier. 

5. Colleges and Universities have been known to consume more plastic bottles annually 
than most other organizations. 

6. On the 21st of February 2017 the London Assembly Environment Committee began their 
investigation into the environmental impact of bottled water in the capital, which could 
result in a plastic bottle tax. 

7. The #oneless campaign aims to make London the first plastic water bottles free capital 
by 2021. 
 
Union AGM Believes 
 

1. The amount of water fountains across Kingston University is low, they are not 
strategically located and not all are fit for filling flasks. 

2. Access to water is a basic human right, as stated in United Nations General 
3. Assembly Resolution 64/292 (2010). 
4. It is our responsibility as a University to engage with environmental concerns. 

 
Union AGM Resolves 
 

1. Improving the existing tap water supply with alternative systems to facilitate a more 
effortless transition to plastic water bottle-free campuses by: 

 increasing the number of fountains, their design and location. 

 providing filtered-water stations with reusable flask dispensers. 
2. Organising a student design competition for new water fountains and reusable KU 

water flasks. 



 
3. Following universities such as Sheffield and Leeds, Kingston University will be able to 

reduce and finally ban plastic water bottles. 
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