
GET
READY
WITH
RIDDI

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT GUIDE 2017 



02 MANCHESTERSTUDENTSUNION.COM/INTERNATIONAL GUIDE

GET READY WITH RIDDI

CONTENTS
WELCOME FROM YOUR DIVERSITY OFFICER

BEFORE YOU ARRIVE
    Read your Get Ready Guide fromThe University of Manchester
    Joining Facebook or WhatsApp groups 
    The packing checklist 
    Downloading UoM SU and iManchester

FIRST WEEK AT MANCHESTER 
   Travel 
   Communication- the SIM guide
   Getting around the University 
    Essential shopping tips 
   Attending Welcome Week events 
   Joining societies
   Course module registration
   Getting in touch with your Academic Advisor & Peer Mentors/Pass Leaders
   Your SU’s welcome events 

AFTER YOU SETTLE IN
   Your NUS Discount card
   Your Rail card/ coach card 
   A quick tip to laundry
   Part time jobs- National Insurance Number 
   Explore Manchester 

DON’T FALL A VICTIM TO SCAM

THE JARGON GUIDE 

03

05

08

11

13

14



03MANCHESTERSTUDENTSUNION.COM/INTERNATIONAL GUIDE

GET READY WITH RIDDI

WELCOME
Hello, I am Riddi 
Visu, your Diversity 
Officer here at the 
Students’ Union. A big 
congratulations to 
you all for making it 
to Manchester and a 
very warm welcome.

You are now part 
of the UK’s largest 
Students’ Union 
representing over 
40,000 students. 
Whatever part of the 
world you are from 
and wherever your 
interests lie, we will 
try our very best to 
represent you. 

Your Students’ Union 
will be your home 
whilst you study 
where you can make 
incredible friends, 
develop life and 
employability skills, 
get involved in a wide 
range of activities, 
build a successful 
career, engage with 
communities and 
change the world 
around you. 
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INTRODUCTION 
TO THE GUIDE

I am an international 
student from India. 
Three years ago, I 
made an intuitive 
decision to join 
The University of 
Manchester. A 
decision I will never, 
ever regret. 

The decision to study 
in Manchester was 
very last minute 
which sadly meant 
I missed Fresher’s 
Week – this is the 
busiest two weeks 
of the University 
calendar where you 
can meet other new 
students, go to some 
cool events and visit 
Welcome Fairs and 
more. However, rather 
than complaining 
about how I missed it, 
I got involved with the 
Students’ Union and 
University from my first 
day which changed 
my life. 

From my three years 
of experience as an 
International Student, I 
have put together this 
guide for you full of 
tips and hints to make 
your life at University 
simple and easy. To 
ensure you come to 
Manchester ready 
and prepared for the 
year ahead, here is 
my checklist of the 
most important things 
you may need to 
bring with you and get 
organised before you 
leave. I hope these 
tips and checklists 
help you in the same 
way they helped me. 

: riddi.viswanathan@manchester.ac.uk   
: @DiversityMcr
: /Riddi Visu SU
: manchesterstudentsunion.com/Riddi
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BEFORE 
YOU ARRIVE
1. Read the Get Ready Guide:  
I found the Get Ready guide from The 
University of Manchester very useful. 
It contained some crucial information 
on IT account activation, paying 
your fees, registering as a student 
and collecting your ID card. I strongly 
recommend reading through this 
guide before you arrive. 

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/
international/arrival/orientation/

2.  Joining Facebook and 
Whats App groups:

If you have ever been told that your 
‘3am friends’ are your closest friends, 
here’s an instance to prove just that. I 
joined most of the Residence and Halls 
Facebook and WhatsApp Groups as 
well as the cultural society’s Facebook 
group which meant I made friends 
even before I came to Manchester. I 
remember receiving a call at 3am from 
my WhatsApp friend even before I 
came to Manchester asking me to 
bring her Maggi from India. She’s been 
my friend ever since and it’s safe 
to say we’re soul mates. You can 
browse your Students’ Union website 
on the link below to join societies 
and halls social media pages or 
download the app. Who knows, you 
may even make good friends or even 
find your life partner.

https://manchesterstudentsunion.com/
studentscommunities
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3. The Packing Checklist:  
This packing checklist is the list I used 
three years ago to make sure I had 
everything in place when preparing to 
come to the UK. These lists are great 
if you’re a forgetful person – just like 
me! My list has been very popular 
since and people have called it ‘Riddi’s 
Packing List’. I hope you find this useful 
when it comes to packing for your time 
here at Manchester. If you have any 
questions, contact me via my social 
media. 

Documents:
1. Passport 
2. Driving Licence 
3. CAS Statements 
4. Accommodation confirmation 
5. Passport Size Photos 
6.  Currency (GBP)  

(carry limited currency)
7. Insurance Papers (if you have any)
8.  Photocopies of all the original 

documents 
      

Gadgets:
1. Mobile Phone 
2. Chargers  
3.  Travel adaptor ( For UK portals)
4. Headphones / Earphones 
5. USB / Hard Drive
      
Things To Remind  
You Of Home:
1.  Family Photos
2. Favourite Books
3. Items which remind you of home 
4.  Clothes - (Don’t worry if you don’t 

have any warm winter clothes, there 
are plenty of shops in Manchester 
you can buy some from) 

5. Umbrella
6.  Medicines with descriptions from 

your home doctor  
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9.  Downloading UoM SU and 
iManchester apps:  

Luckily for you, the Students’ Union 
has just revealed their new app 
which can be downloaded in 
the Apple and Android Store. The 
app wasn’t available whilst I was 
studying at University but it’s full of 
useful information, events & more 
so I definitely suggest you give it a 
download. 

1.  The ‘UoM SU’ app has all the 
information about the activities 
your Students’ Union offers during 
Welcome Week including the Official 
Fresher’s Parties and tours of the 
legendary Old Trafford Stadium. 
Tickets can be purchased on the 
website either before you get to 
Manchester or when you get here.  

2.   The iManchester app from the 
University is also a great app for 
you to download before you get to 
Manchester. The app has some cool 
features including a campus map, 
your timetable and much more.

Remember more 
than anything to 
bring yourself, your 
identity and your 
enthusiasm to 
Manchester. 

“
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FIRST WEEK  
AT MANCHESTER:
1.  Travel:  
When I landed in Manchester, I got a taxi 
from the airport to my accommodation 
which was great seeing as though I had 
60kg of luggage. However, there are FREE 
shuttle buses the University runs from 
the airport so keep an eye out for them 
and find out more information here  
www.manchester.ac.uk/study/
international/arrival/travelling-to-
manchester/airport-collection-service/.

Manchester has a great network of 
buses to get you around campus and 
the city.  

147 Bus: The 147 bus is free of charge 
for students to use and stops right 
outside the Students’ Union. If you let 
the driver know what stop you want to 
get off at, they will inform you when it is 
coming up.  

142 & 143 Bus: The 142 and 142 buses 
are the most popular amongst students 
and costs £1.50. These travel from 
Didsbury, through Fallowfield & Rusholme 
past the University and into Piccadilly – 
a central zone in the City where you can 
go shopping, eat at restaurants or head 
to the Northern Quarter and the train / bus 

station. These buses are every 5 minutes 
so you’re never waiting long for one. 

You can purchase a Stagecoach bus 
pass (annual or for an individual term) 
from the Students’ Union, which works 
out cheaper and means you don’t have 
to keep paying every time you get on 
the bus – simply show your pass.

https://www.stagecoachbus.com/
regionaltickets/manchester/manchester/
unirider 

Taxi: If you need to get a taxi, StreetCars 
are extremely reliable and also offer 
Student Discount. Give them a call on 
0161 228 7878.

2.   Communication-  
The Mobile Sim Guide:  

It took me three months to learn how to 
top up my phone so here are some tips 
for getting it sorted as soon as you get to 
the UK.
1. As soon as you land there are shops 
within the airport that sell sim cards for 
your phone.
2. If you don’t have time to get this sorted 
at the airport, shops such as EE, Vodafone 
and Tesco and Giff Gaff will sell sim cards.



3.   Getting around the University:  
The iManchester App and student 
Ambassadors helped me get about 
during my first week at Manchester. 

If you browse through the map section 
on the app, you can type in the name of 
the building you are looking for and the 
interactive map will show you where it is 
and the best route to get there. There are 
also a number of welcome maps you can 
grab from the desk at University Place. 

Look out for Student Ambassadors 
walking around campus. They are usually 
wearing purple with ‘Ask Me’ signs. 
Whether you want to find the nearest 
Starbucks or find a lecture, they’re more 
than happy to help you out. 

4.   Essential shopping tips:  
There are so many supermarkets to 
shop at here in the UK. The main ones 
include Aldi, Tesco, Lidl, Morrison’s, Asda 
and Sainsbury’s. These are all located 
very close the University and are all 
affordable. I also shop at Worldwide 
Foods on Curry Mile which sells all 
my Asian foods I need for cooking. In 
addition, there is China Town and other 
Chinese supermarkets in the City Centre. 

House essentials:  Wilkinson’s is the 
shop to go to for all your household 
essentials. Whether you need bedding 
or shampoo, Wilko sells it all. Wilko does 
student deals and all the products are 
high quality at great prices. Poundland, 
B&M Bargains and Home Bargains are 
also great places for cheap products. 

Clothes:  The Arndale Shopping Centre 
has a number of clothing outlets from 
Coast to Primark. If you are price 
conscious, good places to buy include 
H&M and Primark. There is also the 
Trafford Centre (A 20 minute bus journey 
away on the 250 or X50 buses) which 
is a large indoor shopping centre packed 
with shops from Victoria’s Secret to 
Topshop. Both shopping centres have 
an A-Z guide of all the shops and 
restaurants there so it may be worth 
visiting their websites beforehand. 

https://www.manchesterarndale.com/
http://intu.co.uk/traffordcentre
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5.   Attending Welcome Week 
events and joining societies:  

There is so much on during Welcome 
Week with lots of events for you to 
attend. You can find them all listed on 
the ‘UoM SU App’ and website. I highly 
recommend you attend as many events 
as you can as well as joining any 
societies that may interest you. It’s a 
great way to make friends and explore 
Manchester. 
www.manchesterstudentsunion.com/
welcome 

6.   Course modules registrations, 
Academic Advisor and peer 
mentoring/PASS:  

Before your first week, make sure 
you don’t get too carried away with 
Fresher’s events and parties like some of 
my friends did!
It’s also important to attend the 
orientation and events put on by your 
academic schools. Most Schools help 
you choose your modules and give 
deadlines for the year in the first week 
which is vital information for your course. 
Your Academic Advisors are also 
available to chat to during your first 
week as they can help guide you 
through academic life, what’s on the 
course and what to expect. You will all 
get allocated a peer Mentor or PASS 
Leaders who are also senior students 
in your degree who can give hints & 
tips not only about your course and 
your studies but also University life so 
I’d definitely recommend chatting to one 
of these in your first couple of weeks or 
attending your first scheduled meeting.



1.   NUS Discount Card:  
One rule I learnt as a student was to 
always ask for student discount. Most 
stores offer discount so it’s always 
worth asking. The NUS extra card 
gives fantastic discounts in a variety 
of outlets. This can be purchased from 
your Students’ Union help desk or 
online  https://cards.nusextra.co.uk/

2.   Rail Card and Coach card:  
If you’re a student that is most likely 
to be travelling a lot like myself, it 
may be worthwhile purchasing a rail 
or coach card. Again, these will give 
you discounts and exclusive offers on 
travel and help you avoid peak prices.

3.   Laundry: 
Laundry for International Students can 
be a bit of a nightmare! It definitely 
was one for me. If you are living at 
University halls of residence or private 
halls, you will be given a laundry card 
when you arrive. If you weren’t given 
one, don’t panic you can ask for one 
at your reception desk. Once you get 
the card you will need to go online and 
top up your card with money. Once 
this has been done, you will need to 
take your clothes to the laundry room 
and get washing! A wash and a dry 
costs approximately £4-5 so bear this 
in mind when budgeting.
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AFTER YOU  
SETTLE IN
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4. Part-time Jobs:  
One you are feeling settled at 
University, it might be an idea to get 
a part-time job. This is a great way 
to earn money, meet new friends and 
work for some great brands including 
the Students’ Union itself. Before you 
apply for any jobs, you will need to 
make sure you abide by the work 
regulations mentioned in your visa. 

You will also need a National Insurance 
number. The link below will be helpful 
for applying and obtaining your 
number 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-national-
insurance-number 

Advice on how to apply for a time 
part-time job as well as insights on 
tailoring your CV will be provided by 
the Careers Service located on the first 
floor of University Place. If you need 
further advice, our Advice Service at 
the Students’ Union will be more than 
happy to help you. 

https://manchesterstudentsunion.com/
adviceservice

5. Exploring Manchester:   
Manchester is such an amazing city 
so make sure you get out there and 
explore what it has to offer. My top 
recommendations are Old Trafford, 
The Arndale and Trafford Centre, 
Northern Quarter, Piccadilly Gardens, 
Curry Mile, Spinningfields, Cloud 23 
and the Lowry at Salford Quays. If 
you want to join our trips exploring 
Manchester and the wider area, take 
a look at our Wanderlust events which 
can be found on the app and below: 

www.manchesterstudentsunion.com/
wanderlust 
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DON’T FALL A 
VICTIM TO SCAM

1.  Never exchange money from a non-
reputed money exchange place. Always 
use Euro Change/Travelex if you want to 
exchange currency

2.  Money Saving Expert has some great 
tips on currency exchange http://www.
moneysavingexpert.com/ 

3.  Beware of fake calls and emails. If you 
receive a call or email from a previously 
unknown source asking for your bank 
details, DO NOT RESPOND. If you suspect 
this is fraud please report it to the Advice 
Service or Action Fraud

4.  Look out for fake products, scholarships 
and calls from your Home Office. If you 
suspect anything suspicious please 
report. It’s better to be safe than sorry

5.  If you are applying for part-time jobs, 
make sure your company is a registered 
company. If you are unsure if the 
company you are applying for a job at 
is legal or not, the Students’ Union Advice 
Service can help

6.  When going on nights out, avoid 
carrying your debit or credit card and 
only carry a maximum of £50 cash

7.  Make sure your ID is always on you 
and if you lose it, please report it lost 

It’s unfortunate that 
some International 
Students on rare 
occasions fall victims 
to scams. I believe 
prevention is better than 
cure so here are some 
tips on how to be a 
prudent student.  



Love/darling/honey- a kind way of 
addressing a person
Quid- 1 pound
Mate- friend 
Sick- cool 
Cheers- Thank you 
Booze- Alcoholic drinks 
BYOB- Bring your own bottle 
Fiver- 5 pounds 
Gutted- upset 
Chips- fries 
Crisps- chips
Cheeseburger- Burger which contains 
meat
Dodgy- something wrong 
I am down- I want to do that 
Ace- Brilliant 
You okay/you alright- way of greeting 
(How are you/hello) 
I am afraid- I will not be able to 
Trash- rubbish 
Hoover-vacuum cleaner 
Hammered- drunk 
Till- cash desk 
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THE JARGON 
GUIDE
As an International 
Student you may not be 
aware that the English 
language contains a lot 
of slang – especially 
here in Manchester. 
Sometimes this can be 
confusing trying to make 
sense of words and 
their meanings. Here 
is a small guide which 
can hopefully make our 
understanding better: 

The cheeseburger story: I once 
ordered a cheeseburger from 
McDonalds assuming it would be 
Vegetarian but it ended up being 
beef. My reaction being a veggie 
all my life was ‘Oh NO’. Don’t be 
me! Haha  : )

“





MANCHESTERSTUDENTSUNION.COM/INTERNATIONAL GUIDE
GET READY WITH RIDDI


