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Adding New Positions to the ARAF Committee 
 

NEC Believes: 

1. In 2016, a motion was passed at NEC to change the composition of the Anti-Racism, Anti-
Fascism Committee 

2. This included the introduction of several reserved places which were to be elected, 
including: Jewish member, Muslim member, Migrant member, LGBT+ member, as well as 
the Black Students Officer and the Black Students Campaign 2nd Place.  

3. Not every liberation group currently has a reserved place on the ARAF committee. 

 

NEC Further Believes 

1. Fascism affects oppressed groups in different ways, moreover, fascist groups consciously 
target marginalised groups 

2. That currently those who face oppression on several counts, may also not be adequately 
represented by the formation of the committee 

3. That to ensure we are best placed to fight racism and fascism we must ensure 
representation of all affected on the ARAF Committee. 

4. That representation is not being sought for its own sake, we seek to ensure that our 
struggles are joined together in the fight against racism and fascism. 

5. The far right are on the rise. This summer, we have seen massive mobilisations of fascists 
and racists on the streets, often outnumbering anti-fascist counter-protesters. 

6. ARAF committee is the venue for cross-campaign work on anti-fascism and anti-racism 
and the only NUS committee with guaranteed Jewish and Muslim representation. 

7. ARAF committee is a subcommittee of the NUS NEC, elected only from NEC members. 
8. Currently, ARAF committee activities is funded through an already stretched 

CrossLiberation budget, which also has to fund various other activities associated with the 
liberation team. 

9. This year is a crucial time for anti-fascist and anti-racist work. It is vitally important that 
ARAF committee actively organises this year against the largely unanticipated rise of the 
far right. 

10.ARAF committee activities should not be funded solely out of the cross liberation budget. 
Whilst ARAF work is clearly relevant to liberation, it is an NEC subcommittee and should 
not be siloed as a liberation-only project. Nor should the responsibility of funding ARAF 
activities come from liberation campaigns when the fight against racism and fascism is 
the entire movement’s responsibility. 
 

NEC Resolves: 

1. To introduce three new places onto the ARAF Committee: Disabled member, Trans 
member and Women’s member. 

2. These positions should be elected in the same fashion as the other reserved places: 

candidates should self-define into the particular group, and they should be elected by 
other self-defining members of said group. 

3. 1. To mandate ARAF committee to run a series of activities aimed at building the capacity 
of anti-fascist and anti-racist campaigning in the UK. Example activities include: 
selfdefence, legal observer training, action medic training, etc. 

4. 2. Costs for these activities should not solely come from the cross-liberation budget. 
Welfare and Society and Citizenship should also contribute to these costs. 
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SWP rape apologism 
 

NEC Believes: 

1. The SWP regularly turn up to nearly any and every popular cause or demonstration, 
including free education demonstrations in 2016, 2015 and 2014.  

2. In 2013, it was alleged that abuse by ‘Comrade Delta’ had been covered up within the 
Socialist Workers Party.1 In response hundreds left the party.2 

3. Activists, particularly survivors of sexual violence, including student officers – both 
sabbatical and part-time women’s officers, have organised locally and nationally against 
the SWP. This includes groups like SWP off Campus and Fuck the SWP.   
 

NEC Further Believes: 

1. It is alleged that the SWP have a history of rape apologism.3 

2. NUS must stand in solidarity with those who have experienced sexual violence. This 
means circulating information on the history of the SWP’s supposed rape apologism, not 
sharing platforms or otherwise organising with them.  

3. That the NUS Women’s Campaign have previously led on work supporting survivors of 
sexual violence and/or abuse. This is not only by virtue of representing women students 

but additionally through the expertise and experience of activists in the campaign.   
4. The SWP, through their front organisations, come into contact with community groups 

who do not necessarily have ready access to information about their history of alleged 

abuse. This is particularly the case for community anti-racism organisations.  
5. Given that smaller community organisations are specifically targeted by SWP and front 

groups, the focus of our campaigning against the SWP must focus largely on educating 
groups and individuals rather than casting people. 

6. A variety of anti-racist and anti-fascist groups have issues with accountability and 

safeguarding in relation to rape, sexual assault and harassment. This is not something 
that is limited to the SWP. 

 

NEC Resolves: 

1. For funds to be allocated to the Women’s Campaign from the Welfare Zone, to continue to 
develop and distribute materials for students and community organisations about the 

alleged history of the SWP, explaining why NUS does not work with them, and why 
students should not pick up their placards at events.    

2. To distribute the Salvage Collective report and toolkit Gendered Violence in activist 

communities in its work on tackling rape and abuse apologism  
3. To support the efforts of officers and students organising against the SWP because of the 

accusations made against the SWP; 

                                           
1 https://www.theguardian.com/society/2013/mar/09/socialist-workers-party-rape-kangaroo-court, 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/feb/08/socialist-workers-party-rape-investigation 

https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2014/05/comrades-war-decline-and-fall-socialist-workers-party  

https://www.newstatesman.com/laurie-penny/2013/01/laurie-penny-what-does-swps-way-dealing-

sexual-assault-allegations-tell-us-abou  

2 http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2014/05/comrades-war-decline-and-fall-socialist-workers-party 
3 https://www.theguardian.com/society/2013/mar/09/socialist-workers-party-rape-kangaroo-court 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/feb/08/socialist-workers-party-rape-investigation 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2013/mar/09/socialist-workers-party-rape-kangaroo-court
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/feb/08/socialist-workers-party-rape-investigation
https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2014/05/comrades-war-decline-and-fall-socialist-workers-party
https://www.newstatesman.com/laurie-penny/2013/01/laurie-penny-what-does-swps-way-dealing-sexual-assault-allegations-tell-us-abou
https://www.newstatesman.com/laurie-penny/2013/01/laurie-penny-what-does-swps-way-dealing-sexual-assault-allegations-tell-us-abou
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2014/05/comrades-war-decline-and-fall-socialist-workers-party
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2013/mar/09/socialist-workers-party-rape-kangaroo-court
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/feb/08/socialist-workers-party-rape-investigation
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4. To provide practical support to officers and activists especially in situations where the 
SWP control positions in local trade unions and community organisations.  

5. To ensure that NUS officers do not speak at SWP events or events run by their fronts4 5   
6. To support the efforts of sabbatical officers and students who are working to stop the 

SWP from being invited to their campus by producing flyers and information on their 
history and why not to pick up their placards.  

7. NUS should do research into other anti-racist, anti-fascist groups not linked to the SWP, 

to distribute to NUS FTO’s and Students’ Unions, for them to work with as an alternative 
to known SWP front organization anti-racist groups. 

 

                                           
4 http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/donald-trump-socialist-workers-party-swp-stand-up-to-racism-

kangaroo-court-a7563191.html  
5 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xyvqejZcFEk, 

https://twitter.com/antiracismday/status/604613398832287744  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/confronting-the-rise-in-racism-stand-up-to-racism-national-conference-

2016-tickets-26640628838#  

http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/donald-trump-socialist-workers-party-swp-stand-up-to-racism-kangaroo-court-a7563191.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/donald-trump-socialist-workers-party-swp-stand-up-to-racism-kangaroo-court-a7563191.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xyvqejZcFEk
https://twitter.com/antiracismday/status/604613398832287744
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/confronting-the-rise-in-racism-stand-up-to-racism-national-conference-2016-tickets-26640628838
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/confronting-the-rise-in-racism-stand-up-to-racism-national-conference-2016-tickets-26640628838

