
 

 

 

 

 

Zone Conference – 23 November 2017 
 

 

Agenda 

09:30 Registration  

10:30 Welcome and opening remarks 

Luke Humberstone, NUS Scotland President 

11:00 Student Support Review – next steps 

Two years ago at Zone Conference students decided NUS Scotland’s 
priorities for the Scottish Parliament Elections, in which we secured an 
independent Student Support Review. During this session you’ll find out 
more about the recommendations being made, our response to the review, 
the vital role that students have played in shaping the review and how you 
can get involved in our campaign for the Scottish Government to take 
forward its commitment to provide adequate financial support for students 
in Scotland 

12:30 Lunch 

13.30 NUS National President 

Shakira Martin, NUS National President, will speak to us about her priorities 
and activity including the Poverty Commission, which has a consultation 
open to members until 12 December 

13:45 Workshops (see next page for more details) 

#EmilyTest: Tackling 
violence against women 
on campus 

What next for housing? Charter for Student 
Rights on Mental Health 

14:45 Break (Tea and coffee) 

15:00 Thought Bubble sessions 

Interactive and thought-provoking, our Thought Bubble sessions will give 
you the opportunity to hear and discuss a wide range of views on some 
topical issues. 

Brexit and Fees 

 

Do gender quotas 
work? 

Setting college student 
association funding at a 
national level 

16:00 Wrap up and closing remarks 

We’ll feedback on the issues which have come up during the day and 
announce which college has gathered the most 100% attendance survey 
responses (there’s a prize!) 

16:30 Close of Zone Conference 
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NUS Scotland  
 



 

 
Workshops: 13:45-14:45 
 

#EmilyTest: Tackling violence against women on campus 

Content warning for suicide and gender-based violence 

During this session we’ll hear from Fiona Drouet whose daughter Emily took her own life in 

her halls of residence in March 2016 following a series of physical and emotional abuse by her 

boyfriend. Fiona is now working with the University of Strathclyde in developing their toolkit to 

tackle gender based violence. The session will be a chance to feed into the toolkit and learn 

more about the role students’ associations can play in tackling violence against women. 

 

What next for housing? 

The high cost and insecurity of housing has become one of the defining issues of our time. 

There have also been a series of changes in housing over the last few years: it’s much more 

difficult for tenants to be evicted unfairly, deposits must now be lodged in a tenancy deposit 

scheme, and rent controls have become an option for councils across Scotland. 

But what about purpose-built student housing? And what’s next for students living off-campus? 

In this workshop we’ll hear about the ongoing work of NUS Scotland in this area and discuss 

where we need to go next. 

 

Charter for Student Rights on Mental Health 

The Scottish Government’s vision in the Mental Health Strategy is of a Scotland where people 

can get the right help at the right time, expect recovery, and fully enjoy their rights, free from 

discrimination and stigma. Students face a unique set of circumstances often moving away 

from home, living on a low income and are in a stressful time of their lives. Students deserve 

the same commitment from the Government in realising the right of every individual to the 

highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. During this workshop you’ll get the 

chance to feed into our Charter for Student Rights on Mental Health and find out more about 

the current situation around student mental health in Scotland. 

 

Thought Bubbles: 15:00-16:00 
 

Brexit and Fees 

Unless you’ve been very lucky, you can’t have missed the news that Brexit is happening. The 

student movement made its viewpoint clear that we were opposed to Brexit and the impact 

that it would have on universities and colleges, as well as on the economy and the society 

around us. Most Scottish voters agree with us, alongside almost all parties in the Scottish 

Parliament. 

But Brexit is still happening. Universities and colleges will need to adapt to the new reality of 

the UK sitting outside of the EU, a reality which most are still struggling to understand or come 

to terms with. For the student movement too, we’ll need to take some difficult decisions. Will 

European students still be able to study in Scotland without paying fees? Where does that 

leave non-EU students? What about students from the Rest of the UK? During this workshop 

you’ll find out more about what NUS is doing on Brexit, what you yourself can do, and start to 

discuss the questions we’re going to face. 

 



 

Do gender quotas work? 

Gender quotas have been a key part of the work of NUS Scotland for at least the past 10 

years, including the composition of university and college boards, Gender Action Plans, 

apprentices and indeed our own elections. But are they necessarily the best way to reduce 

gender inequality? In this challenging workshop we’ll hear from Emily Thomson, a Senior 

Lecturer at Glasgow Caledonian University, a Research Associate of Women in Scotland’s 

Economy (WiSE) and member of the International Association for Feminist Economics. We’ll 

discuss the merits and demerits of gender quotas and possible alternatives. 

 

Setting college student association funding at a national level 

NUS Scotland has been working to develop college students’ associations in a co-ordinated 

way since regionalisation, and the thing we keep coming back to is money. As college officers 

will know, colleges are stretched very thinly in financial terms, and are reluctant to spend 

money on students’ associations when they have staff to pay, classes to teach and facilities to 

maintain. Should student associations’ funding be agreed at a national level by the Scottish 

Funding Council? What level of funding should that be? Come to this workshop and help us 

decide. 


