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Motions to National Conference 
 

Motion 101: Supporting the Decriminalisation of Sex Work 

 

Proposed by: Noorulann Shahid 

Seconded by: Myriam Kane, Jess Bradley, Beth Douglas, Shuwanna Aaron 

Committees: NEC 

Zone: Society and Citizenship 

 

NEC Believes: 

1. That sex work is work. 

2. Sex work refers (but is not limited) to escorting, lap dancing, stripping, pole dancing, 
pornography, webcamming, adult modelling, phone sex, and selling sex. 

3. Whilst sex work is not illegal in the UK it is still criminalised, sex workers who work on the 

street can be picked up on soliciting or anti-social behavioural order charges, and sex 
workers who work together indoors for safety can be charged with brothel keeping. 

4. The most recent research that NUS LGBT+ and Women’s campaign conducted was in 
February 2016. We found that more than half of the respondents turned to sex work to help 

pay for basic living costs, and 55% of the sample identified as disabled, and a quarter 
engaged in sex work to help reduce their debt1 

5. The Student Sex Worker Project shows us that at least one in twenty students have engaged 

in sex work2 
6. Transgender Europe’s recent report declares that 88% of murdered trans people in Europe 

are sex workers3 
7. The pushes for legislation which would criminalise the purchase of sex (and introduce what 

is known as the ‘Nordic Model’) are often spearheaded by anti-choice, anti-LGBT+, right-

wing fundamentalists and sex-worker exclusionary radical feminists (SWERFs). 
8. Decriminalisation reduces police abuse, harassment and violence against sex workers 

9. Decriminalisation would ensure that sex workers feel able to report unsafe clients or violence 
at work without the worry of criminal repercussions, and that those who wish to leave the 
sex industry are not left with criminal records as a result of their job. 

10. Angela Davis said: “The sex industry should be decriminalised, its criminalisation will help 
draw more and more women into the prison industrial complex. There is a racist dimension 

to this process, since a disproportionate number of these women will be women of colour.”4 
 

NEC Resolves: 

1. NUS will support and campaign for the full decriminalisation of sex work 

2. To support sex worker led organisations, such as the English Collective of Prostitutes, 
SWARM, Sex Workers Alliance Ireland, and SCOT-PEP, who work to improve the lives of sex 

workers across the UK and beyond 
3. To campaign against any attempts to introduce the Nordic Model in the UK 

                                           
1 https://www.nusconnect.org.uk/resources/student-sex-worker-research  

https://www.nusconnect.org.uk/articles/5-things-we-learned-from-the-student-sex-work-survey-e1d9  
2 http://www.thestudentsexworkproject.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/TSSWP-Research-Summary-English.pdf 
3 http://transrespect.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/TvT-PS-Vol16-2017.pdf 
4 http://www.bayswan.org/eda-sf/pages/angeladavis.html 

https://www.nusconnect.org.uk/resources/student-sex-worker-research
https://www.nusconnect.org.uk/articles/5-things-we-learned-from-the-student-sex-work-survey-e1d9
http://www.thestudentsexworkproject.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/TSSWP-Research-Summary-English.pdf
http://transrespect.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/TvT-PS-Vol16-2017.pdf
http://www.bayswan.org/eda-sf/pages/angeladavis.html


  

 

 

 

4. To respond appropriately to the APPG (All-Party Parliamentary Group) on Prostitution and 
the Global Sex Trade, notably when the results of their inquiry into ‘pop-up brothels’ is 

released. 

  



  

 

 

 

Motion 102: Support Disabled Students in Implementing the UN 
CRPD Recommendations 

 

Proposed by: Rachel O’Brien 

Seconded by: 
Piers Wilkinson, Ilyas Nagdee, Stephen McCrystall, Olivia Potter-
Hughes, Eva Crossan-Jory, Luke Humberstone, Hareem Ghani, Ali 

Milani, Beth Douglas, Jess Bradley, Noorulann Shahid, Yinbo Yu 

Committees: NEC 

Zone: Welfare 

 

NEC Believes: 

1. In October 2016, the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

(UNCRPD) released their Inquiry concerning the UK carried out by the Committee 
under article 6 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention. This inquiry was looking at 
the actions of the UK Government from 2010 to the date of publication5. 

2. The Inquiry found there had been “grave or systemic violations of the rights of persons 
with disabilities” by the UK government 2010-166. 

3. The Inquiry found three main areas of concern. These are Article 19: Living 
Independently and Being Included in the Community; Article 27: Work and 
Employment; and Article 28: Adequate Standard of Living and Social Protection7. 

4. The Inquiry made 11 recommendations in order to go some way to rectifying this 
situation8. 

5. In a press statement, the chair of the UNCRPD said that the UK government had 
created a “human catastrophe” for disabled people9. 

6. The Disabled Students’ Campaign have been doing work on some of the concerns 

identified by the UNCRPD10, including a submission to the Poverty Commission.  
 

NEC Further Believes: 

1. The right to live independently and access to social care and welfare benefits are 
essential for disabled students to be able to access all levels of education, and to be 
able to stay in education. 

2. The NUS as an organization promotes human rights, including but not limited to the 
right to an education.11 

 

NEC Resolves: 

1. For the President and Vice Presidents to work with the Disabled Students’ Campaign in 

implementing the 11 recommendations made by the UNCRPD. 
2. For the NUS to do research into disabled students and social care, and Education 

Health and Care Plans. 
3. To work with the Disabled Students’ Campaign in continuing the campaign to “pause 

and fix” Universal Credit. 

                                           
5 http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-7367#fullreport 
6 http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-7367#fullreport (Page 20) 
7 http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-7367#fullreport 
8 http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-7367#fullreport (Page 21) 
9 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/government-spending-cuts-human-catastrophe-un-committee-rights-persons-with-disabilities-disabled-

a7911556.html 
10 https://www.nusconnect.org.uk/articles/universal-credit-needs-to-be-paused 
11 http://s3-eu-west-

1.amazonaws.com/nusdigital/document/documents/36494/69ffea27ec40d93473f5787679620be5/Society_and_Citizenship_Zone_Live_Policy_201518.pdf 

http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-7367#fullreport
http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-7367#fullreport


  

 

 

 

Motion 103: No Platform for Fascists – No Platform for ‘Britain 
First’  
 

Proposed by: Shakira Martin 

Seconded by: Izzy Lenga, Amatey Doku, Robbie Young, Emily Chapman 

Committees: NEC 

Zone: Welfare    

 
 

NEC Believes: 

1. Open debate, the exchange of opinions and the development of students’ ideas and 
understanding are central to the culture of universities and colleges in promoting freedom 

of speech and ensuring academic freedom.  
2. Similarly, freedom of expression and speech are basic human rights to be protected and 

are protected by law. 

3. Students’ unions are at the heart of ensuring our colleges and universities are places in 
which a diversity 

of people and opinions are not only accepted, but celebrated.  
4. The range of activities and events that take place in students’ unions demonstrate this 

diversity of interests, ideas and opinions and this is to be encouraged. 
5. Student safety and welfare is also at the heart of our unions’ policies and practices. As 

such, the freedom to express views can sometimes be tempered by the need to secure 

freedom from harm for students and communities.  
6. Racism and fascism are still prevalent in society, on the rise across Europe it should be 

confronted wherever it is found. 12,13 
7. NUS has a proud history of being at the forefront of campaigns to combat prejudge on the 

form of ethnic origin, sexual orientation or religious belief.14,15 

8. That a no platform policy is a key element in the fight against racism and fascism on our 
campuses. 

9. That a no platform policy compliments equal opportunities policies, speaker protocols, the 
Equalities Act and the Public Order Act. 

10.That no platform policies safeguard its members from being subjected to listening to the 

lie, bigotry and hatred of racists and fascists. 
11.Students have the right to live and study in an environment where they do not have to 

justify their very existence. 
 

NEC Further Believes: 

1. Britain First is a far-right British political organisation formed in 2011 by former members 

of the British National Party (BNP).  The organisation's leader is former BNP councillor Paul 
Golding. 16 

2. BNP was no platformed by NUS in 2007.17 

                                           
12 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fascism_in_Europe 
13 https://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/aug/07/antisemitism-rise-europe-worst-since-nazis  
14 https://www.nus.org.uk/en/news/the-anti-apartheid-movement-50-years-on 
15http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwir8rnm7fLYAhWDLlAKHTnZBKQQFggnMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnu

ssl.ukmsl.net%2Fresourcehandler%2F24169cb6-00fe-4f1b-9a9e-c636aef09c8c%2F&usg=AOvVaw1tIRWd8jjVXkPHeTCp5W-U 
16 https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/feb/25/truth-britain-first-facebook-far-right-bnp  
17 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Britain_First 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fascism_in_Europe
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/aug/07/antisemitism-rise-europe-worst-since-nazis
https://www.nus.org.uk/en/news/the-anti-apartheid-movement-50-years-on
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwir8rnm7fLYAhWDLlAKHTnZBKQQFggnMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnussl.ukmsl.net%2Fresourcehandler%2F24169cb6-00fe-4f1b-9a9e-c636aef09c8c%2F&usg=AOvVaw1tIRWd8jjVXkPHeTCp5W-U
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwir8rnm7fLYAhWDLlAKHTnZBKQQFggnMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnussl.ukmsl.net%2Fresourcehandler%2F24169cb6-00fe-4f1b-9a9e-c636aef09c8c%2F&usg=AOvVaw1tIRWd8jjVXkPHeTCp5W-U
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/feb/25/truth-britain-first-facebook-far-right-bnp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Britain_First


  

 

 

 

3. It has benefited from the vacuum left by the declining British National Party (BNP) and the 
splintering English Defence League (EDL). It has also benefited by excessive and 

sensationalist media coverage. 
4. Combining anti-immigrant rhetoric of the BNP with the hostility to Islam of the EDL, 

Britain First is attracting supporters from both because of its direct action and stunts.18  

5. They are attracting huge support on social media and have created a climate of fear 
amongst Muslim communities.19 

6. They target young people and are social media savvy- their online reach is large with over 
2 million ‘likes’ on Facebook.20 

7. BF stands in the traditions of Hitler's Nazis, calls for an all-white Britain, denies the 

holocaust and its members are closely linked to violence.21 
 

NEC Resolves: 

1. To reaffirm NUS’ Constitutional No Platform Policy for racists and fascists. 
2. To add “Britain First” to NUS’ No Platform List. 
3. To mount robust defence in defence of Students’ Unions rights to democratically deny 

platforms to racists and fascists in the year ahead. 
4. Welfare zone to work with NUS liberation officers and national representative student faith 

organisations to create a hate crime briefing pack which outlines the nature, facts and 
figures of hate crime and continue to share and promote NUS’ guidelines on how set up 
and maintain hate crime reporting centres in Sus 

5. Welfare and Society and Citizenship Zone to create a briefing for student officers who may 
be approached by the press about this issue as to why we believe a no platform policy is 

so important and to provide tips and support for officers on how to win the argument. 

  

                                           
18 http://www.hopenothate.org.uk/research/the-hate-files/britain-first  
19 https://www.hopenothate.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Britain-First-Army-of-the-Right.pdf 
20 https://www.facebook.com/OfficialBritainFirst 
21 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/david-irving-holocaust-denial-neo-nazi-alt-right-london-forum-meeting-auschwitz-hitler-revisionist-

a7719291.html  

http://www.hopenothate.org.uk/research/the-hate-files/britain-first
https://www.hopenothate.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Britain-First-Army-of-the-Right.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/OfficialBritainFirst
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/david-irving-holocaust-denial-neo-nazi-alt-right-london-forum-meeting-auschwitz-hitler-revisionist-a7719291.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/david-irving-holocaust-denial-neo-nazi-alt-right-london-forum-meeting-auschwitz-hitler-revisionist-a7719291.html


  

 

 

 

Motion 104: Justice for Grenfell 
 

Proposed by: Myriam Kane 

Seconded by: 
Ilyas Nagdee, Jess Bradley, Aliya Yule, Ana Oppenheim, Busayo Twins, 
Jessica Okwuonu, Krum Tashev, Rachel O’Brien, Zamzam Ibrahim, Eva 

Crossan Jory 

Committees: NEC 

Zone: Welfare 

 

NEC Believes: 

1. 7 months on from the horrific Grenfell Tower Fire, the Government is yet to approve any 
requests from local councils for fire safety improvements. 36 have so far requested help, 

including four with aluminium cladding like that on Grenfell Tower. 
2. This January, Rotterdam's University of Applied Sciences closed one of its buildings as 

the cladding posed a high risk of fire. It is unclear how many buildings in Britain require 

such urgent action. 
3. On 20 September 2017, the Scottish Parliament Local Government and Communities 

Committee was informed by a representative of Glasgow City Council that the city had a 
number of buildings which used flammable cladding similar to that at Grenfell Tower. 
The council later confirmed 57 privately owned buildings had some element of aluminium 

cladding similar to that of Grenfell Tower. 22 
4. The government have no mandatory tests of cladding on private accommodation, which 

includes high rise student accommodation. A number of public buildings, including 
schools and hospitals have flammable cladding. Of the 89 private sector buildings tested 
in September with cladding, 85 failed the test - only 4 passed.  

5. Of 173 social housing buildings with similar cladding to Grenfell Tower, 165 buildings 
failed the fire safety test, and only 8 passed. 

6. BBC Breakfast found that only 2% of the council and social housing tower blocks that it 
investigated had full sprinkler systems. These have prevented multiple deaths in high 
rise tower blocks around the world. 23 

7. The Conservative government did not heed warnings of previous fatal fires in high rise 
buildings to fit sprinkler systems which save lives in high rise buildings. The cost of this 

for Grenfell Tower would have been £200,000. The local council has reserves of £274 
million. 24 
 

NEC Further Believes: 

1. Grenfell Tower Fire was a horrific catastrophe which has exposed how Tory cuts impact 
the poorest communities in the borough of Kensington and Chelsea, one of the richest 

boroughs in London. The residents who have been affected by this fire are 
overwhelmingly working-class people, migrants and refugees from African, Arab, Asian 

and Caribbean communities.  
2. The survivors of the Grenfell Tower catastrophe include students and the government 

must provide full support in terms of rehousing, mental health provision, an immigration 

                                           
22 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-41335092 
23 https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/sep/13/only-2-of-uk-council-tower-blocks-have-full-sprinkler-system-grenfell 
24 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/grenfell-tower-royal-borough-kensington-chelsea-council-stockpiled-274m-despite-warnings-residents-

a7795411.htm 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-41335092
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/sep/13/only-2-of-uk-council-tower-blocks-have-full-sprinkler-system-grenfell
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/grenfell-tower-royal-borough-kensington-chelsea-council-stockpiled-274m-despite-warnings-residents-a7795411.htm
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/grenfell-tower-royal-borough-kensington-chelsea-council-stockpiled-274m-despite-warnings-residents-a7795411.htm


  

 

 

 

amnesty for undocumented people who lived in the tower, and access to the charitable 
funds that have yet to reach survivors. 

 

NEC Resolves: 

1. To call for retro-fitting of sprinklers and a flammable cladding mandatory safety test by 
the Government on all high-rise buildings, in both private and public sectors, to prevent 

another Grenfell Tower catastrophe, including a detailed audit of student 
accommodation. 

2. To condemn the use of cheap flammable cladding which has been banned in the building 
industry internationally, the austerity-led cuts to the fire service, including the closure 
of fire stations and loss of fire fighters in London, the cuts to fire safety provisions by the 

Conservative government over the last 7 years, and the labelling of health and safety 
legislation as a 'red tape monster' by the government. 

  



  

 

 

 

Ordinary Motions for National Executive Council 
 

Motion 201: 1 Day Without Us 

 

Proposed by: Yinbo Yu 

Seconded by: 
Ilyas Nagdee; Jess Bradley; Aliya Yule; Beth Douglas; Sarah Gillborn; 
Amelia Horgan; Rachel O’Brien; Ana Oppenheim; Krum Tashev; Eva 

Crossan Jory; Myriam Kane 

Committees: NEC 

 

NEC Believes: 

1. Since the Brexit vote, xenophobia and racism have become increasingly legitimised, 

and migration has been blamed for legitimate social issues such as unemployment and 

the worsening state of the National Health Service.25,26 

2. On February 17th, 2018, a national day of action will take place called One Day Without 

Us. 

3. This day of action was previously supported at NEC 8th December 2016 and 

subsequently held on February 20th, 2017, resulting in over 160 events across the 

country. 

4. Migrants of all kinds, people with a history of migration and those who support 

migrants and migration are planning this day of action to celebrate migrants and 

migration to the UK. 

5. The reason that this event remains necessary is profound concern about worsening 

attitudes to migrants and migration in the UK. 

NEC Further Believes: 

1. We must fight back against escalating attacks on migrants and restrictions on 

migration from the government, and against wider societal prejudice, and against the 

exploitation of migrant workers. 

2. The aim of the day of action is to celebrate the people of all nationalities and genders 

who have made the UK their home, including British citizens who may not necessarily 

identify as migrants but who have a history of migration in their family, and the 

contributions that migration has made to British society. 

3. Migrant protests have been hugely empowering and effective in other contexts, for 

instance in the United States. 

4. It is absolutely legitimate to cause disruption to fight oppression and injustice. 

 

NEC Resolves: 

1. To support One Day Without Us, sending a message of solidarity to the organisers and 

signing on to their statement of support. 

2. To provide advice and guidance to students and unions regarding the participation of 

international students in this day of action and protests like it. 

                                           
25 https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jun/27/brexit-racism-eu-referendum-racist-incidents-politicians-media 
26 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/brexit-vote-has-led-to-noticeable-rise-in-uk-xenophobia-watchdog-warns-a7343646.html 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jun/27/brexit-racism-eu-referendum-racist-incidents-politicians-media
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/brexit-vote-has-led-to-noticeable-rise-in-uk-xenophobia-watchdog-warns-a7343646.html


  

 

 

 

3. To promote One Day Without Us to students and unions, helping to build turnout and 

maximise its presence on social media and in the press. 

4. To ensure universities and colleges are at the heart of the day of action, highlighting 

the difference international students and migrant academics and non-academic workers 

make to our academic and vocational communities of learning as well as the wider 

society. 

 

 

  



  

 

 

 

Motion 202: The Office for...  Marketisation? 
 

Proposed by: Amelia Horgan 

Seconded by: 
Rachel O’Brien, Ana Oppenheim, Aliya Yule, Piers Wilkinson, Sarah 
Gillborn, Beth Douglas, Ilyas Nagdee, Sarah Lasoye, Krum Tashev, 

Myriam Kane, Eva Crossan Jory, Ali Milani, Hareem Ghani 

Committees: NEC 

 
 

NEC Believes: 

1. The Office for Students was set up to implement the Teaching Excellence Framework 
and to promote choice and value for money.27 

2. NUS has policy to resist marketisation and to support free education.  

3. NUS’s strategy on the OFS so far has been to demand student representation. 
4. The appointment of Toby Young - a deeply reactionary figure and a pioneer of 

privatisation in education - has been rightly criticised. 28 
 

NEC Further Believes:  

1. The problem with the Office for Students is deeper than Toby Young. 

2. Despite its name, the OFS does not act in the interest of students: the ideas of ‘choice’ 
and ‘value for money’ are not politically neutral. They present an active threat to the 

quality of education and to working conditions for staff in HEIs.  
3. The creation of the OFS signals that any discussion of education as a public good is 

over. It consolidates and extends existing marketisation. 

4. Given this, whether NUS is represented on the board of the OFS misses the point.  
 

NEC Resolves: 

1. To release a statement condemning not only the OFS’s appointments and non-
appointments but its entire existence. 

2. To reaffirm NUS’s commitment to fighting for free education and against marketisation.  

 

 

  

                                           
27 https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/englands-ofs-plans-compulsory-tef-and-charge-ps120k-fees 
28 https://www.theguardian.com/media/2018/jan/09/toby-young-resigns-office-for-students 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/englands-ofs-plans-compulsory-tef-and-charge-ps120k-fees
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2018/jan/09/toby-young-resigns-office-for-students


  

 

 

 

Motion 203: Support Repeal the Eighth! 
 

Proposed by: Hareem Ghani, Sarah Lasoye 

Seconded by: 
Amelia Horgan, Shuwanna Aaron, Olivia Potter-Hughes, Hannah 
Rooney, Gwyneth Sweatmen, Aliya Yule 

Committees: NEC 

 

NEC Believes: 

1. Article 40.3.3 known as the Eighth Amendment was voted into the Irish Constitution by 
a referendum in 1983. 

2. The amendment in question states “the state acknowledges the right to life of the 
unborn and, with due regard to the equal right to life of the mother, guarantees in its 
laws to respect, and as far as practicable, by its laws to defend and vindicate that 
right” thereby prohibiting abortion in all cases except where doctors believe the 
woman’s life is at risk. 

3. The right to bodily autonomy is a fundamental human right that should be granted to 
all people - the eighth amendment is in direct violation of this. 

4. The current legislation does not reflect contemporary public opinion – 87 per cent of 
people in Ireland want access to abortion expanded whilst 72 per cent believe it should 
be decriminalised.29 

5. An estimated 150,000 people have travelled to other countries to procure an 

abortion since 1980.30 
6. ny individual who procures an abortion within the country risks a 14-year jail term - 

including the doctor(s) who perform the procedure or assists it. 
7. Everyday an approximated 12 people in Ireland will have an abortion – between 9-

10 will travel to the UK whilst 3 will risk a 14-year prison sentence by taking illegal 

abortion pills31; 
8. People have already died in Ireland having been denied life-saving abortion 

procedures – including Savita Halappanavar.32 
9. Thousands of people are unable to travel for abortion services due to family, legal 

status, financial situation, health or in abusive relationships – and many rely on a 

range of charities like the Abortion Support Network for assistance.33 
10. In September 2017, the Irish Government announced a referendum to change the 

country’s laws on abortion.34 The government has not yet announced the date of 
the referendum, but it is expected to be held in May/ June 2018.35 

 

NEC Resolves: 

1. For the NUS to release a public statement of solidarity with the Repeal campaign (and 
for it to be signed by all Vice Presidents and the President). 

2. For NUS to commit resources to raising awareness of the referendum this year so as to 
encourage Irish nationals studying in the UK to vote in the referendum (e.g. through a 
comprehensive media strategy, financial resources, and a sustained campaign on voter 
registration etc.) 

3. For the campaign to be a collaborative effort between the NUS and organisations 
campaigning to repeal the eight amendment including but not limited to The London-

                                           
29 https://www.amnesty.ie/amnesty-internationalred-c-poll-reveals-irish-public-want-expanded-access-abortion-political-priority-incoming-government/  
30 https://londonirisharc.com/about/  
31 https://www.repealeight.ie/#  
32 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-20321741  
33 https://www.asn.org.uk/  
34 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-41400836  

 

https://www.amnesty.ie/amnesty-internationalred-c-poll-reveals-irish-public-want-expanded-access-abortion-political-priority-incoming-government/
https://londonirisharc.com/about/
https://www.repealeight.ie/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-20321741
https://www.asn.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-41400836


  

 

 

 

Irish Abortion Rights Campaign, the Abortion Rights Campaign, The Coalition to Repeal 
the Eighth Amendment. 

4. Where possible, for the NUS to provide a financial assistance in the form of a travel 
bursary so that Irish students studying in the U.K. are able to travel to Ireland and 
vote in the referendum. 

5. For the NUS to raise funds for a charity (e.g. the Abortion Support Network) that 
provides financial aid and accommodation to those travelling from the Republic of 
Ireland, Northern Ireland and the Isle of Man to access safe and legal abortion.  

  



  

 

 

 

Motion 204: Support the Women’s Strike! 
 

Proposed by: Hareem Ghani, Sarah Lasoye 

Seconded by: Eva Crossan Jory, Amelia Horgan, Aliya Yule  

Committees: NEC 

 

NEC Believes: 

1. On 8th March 1908 migrant women marched through the streets of Manhattan to 
demand better pay and shorter working hours, and in 1917, Russian women took to 

the streets in an uprising that would eventually overturn the Tsarist regime. 
2. Last year, on 8th March, women in more than 50 countries went on strike from paid and 

unpaid labour, whilst millions more across the world took part in direct action, in one of 

the most political International Women’s Days in recent history.  
a. In Australia, dozens of nurseries and children’s centres were forced to close after 

more than 1,000 childcare workers walked off the job at 3:20, the time at which 
they begin working for free as a result of the gender pay gap, while thousands 
attended a rally in Melbourne.36 

b. Traffic was at a standstill in Dublin where thousands of protestors gathered to 
call for a repeal of the 8th amendment, which amounts to a near-total ban on 

abortion.37 
c. In South America, mass strikes and demonstrations drew attention to high rates 

of femicide. In Argentina protests began with a “ruidazo” followed by a march in 

Buenos Aires to protest against the 78% rise in femicide in the past eight years. 
d. In 60 cities in Brazil, women walked out of work for at least an hour in protest at 

“structural violence“ against women, while women from Movimento Sem Terra, a 
direct action land reform group, occupied the abandoned farm of a businessman 
currently in jail because of corruption. 

e. In Poland – where a women-led ‘Black Protest’ overturned a blanket ban on 
abortion last October – protesters gathered outside the Law and Justice 

headquarters, and in Romania women lay on the ground and read out the names 
of women killed by their partners.38 

3. This year, again on International Women’s Day, there are plans to call on women in the 
UK to join an international women’s strike:  

a. “We will walk out of our kitchens, universities, brothels, schools, bedrooms, 

factories, hospitals and offices. We will strike from all the work we do, whether it 
is paid or unpaid. If you can strike on 8 March, do. If you need to book the day off 

work, do it now. Or call in sick on the day. Withdraw all the housework and 
domestic work you do everyday for free. If you have a male partner, get them to 
care for the kids or make breakfast.”39 

 

NEC Further Believes: 

1. This year has seen movements such as the #TimesUp and #MeToo movements, where 
women and non-binary people have spoken out against widespread sexual harassment 

and abuse by those in power. The Women’s Strike defies the idea that all we need is to 

                                           
36 https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/mar/08/more-than-1000-childcare-workers-walk-off-job-over-pay-gap  
37 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/nov/23/irish-trade-unions-referendum-abortion-rights-repeal-eighth-amendment-ireland-pro-choice  
38 See https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/mar/08/international-womens-day-women-close-schools-occupy-farms-and-go-on-strike for more 

information on the above  
39 https://www.facebook.com/events/398094657285688/  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/nov/23/irish-trade-unions-referendum-abortion-rights-repeal-eighth-amendment-ireland-pro-choice
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/nov/23/irish-trade-unions-referendum-abortion-rights-repeal-eighth-amendment-ireland-pro-choice
https://twitter.com/leandromorgen/status/839501423813459969
https://www.theguardian.com/society/1999/jan/06/guardiansocietysupplement6
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/03/polish-women-strike-over-planned-abortion-ban
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/03/polish-women-strike-over-planned-abortion-ban
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/mar/08/more-than-1000-childcare-workers-walk-off-job-over-pay-gap
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/nov/23/irish-trade-unions-referendum-abortion-rights-repeal-eighth-amendment-ireland-pro-choice
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/mar/08/international-womens-day-women-close-schools-occupy-farms-and-go-on-strike
https://www.facebook.com/events/398094657285688/


  

 

 

 

tell our stories, over and over again – but rather that now is a time to mobilise for 
action and realise the power that removing our labour has. 

2. The Women’s Strike Facebook event page says that #WeStrike:  
“For every woman who is sick to death of being sexually harassed and bullied at 

work.  

For every woman who is hungry and unable to heat her house. 
For every woman suffering because of benefit cuts or poverty wages.  

For every woman who is expected to earn less than her male colleagues and then 
come home and start a second shift of cooking, cleaning and caring.  

For every woman who is kept powerless by whore stigma. 

For every woman who endures homophobia and transphobia.  
For every woman who has worked herself to the bone to keep the national health and 

education systems functioning and yet has not received a pay rise in years.  
For every woman who has suffered violence at the hands of partners, friends, 

colleagues or bosses and is not believed. 

For every woman who faces violence at the hands of the state through immigration 
raids, mass incarceration and racist policing.”40 

 

NEC Resolves: 

1. To support students and staff withdrawing their (paid and/or unpaid) labour and 
participating in the Women’s Strike on 8th March. 

2. To allocate resources to the NUS Women’s Campaign to host an event on the history of 
International Women’s Day, women’s strikes, and on the importance of action this 

year.  
3. To organise a national walk out of lectures and classes on 8th March 2018. 
4. To do this by providing resources, such as posters raising awareness of the strike, and 

resources on how to organise walk-outs and hold picket lines on campuses. 
5. To link with other unions in the sector planning to take industrial action in the near 

future, including UCU.  

                                           
40 https://www.facebook.com/events/398094657285688/  
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Motion 205: NUS to Carry Out Research on Student Views on 
Refugees 
 

Proposed by: Jessica Levy 

Seconded by: Joe Cox, Darren Clarke 

Committees: NEC 

 

NEC Believes: 

1. That an argument consistently used by senior management in universities to refuse 
funding scholarships and bursaries for Refugees is that students would not be happy 
with their tuition fees being used to give others a free education. 

2. That while we can assume from our policy processes and student connections, we 
cannot conclusively say that students are pro-refugee and willing to give up a part of 
their tuition fees to help others. 

3. That having the results of this research would hugely help campaigns on both a 
campus and national level when it comes to helping refugees access further and higher 
education. 

4. That the routes into education for refugees are significantly different when it comes to 
Further Education and Higher Education. 

 

NEC Resolves: 

1. That the Society and Citizenship Zone should run a piece of research, bringing in 
students from campuses across the UK, finding out what student views are on both 
refugees in general and refugees in Higher Education. 

2. To formally ask the NUS UK Board to put aside a pot of money to fund this research. 
3. That the findings of this research should be broken down both on a campus and 

national level, meaning that SUs can use their local results to help make arguments in 
their institutions. 

4. To ensure that the research and support is specifically tailored when it comes to 
Further Education unions, and is not just a bad replica of the resources offered to 
Higher Education Unions. 


