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My record
Since starting at Aberdeen University I have been a determined 
campaigner and activist with Socialist Students. This has included 
fighting to defend education, oppose racism and bigotry and to cut 
campus rent. I call for the scrapping of all student debt. I have cam-
paigned against the SNP government’s cuts to colleges and “La-
bour” councillors working with the Tories to make cuts in Aberdeen.  
As an elected member of the student association’s communi-
ties committee, I have helped to build links with local trade union 
branches such as the RMT and Unite – taking part in joint activities 
and helping to strengthen student-worker solidarity. 
I understand that low pay and insecure contracts are issues that 
affect many students who rely on part time work to fund their stud-
ies. That’s why I’ve taken part in helping Unite to build a hospitality 
branch – working to unionise a sector with a horrendous culture 
of mistreating and paying low wages to workers - including many 
students! 
When Trump, the racist, sexist billionaire, was elected president, I 
helped organise students to protest in Aberdeen. Last year, on the 
anniversary of his election in November, I made sure students on 
my campus marked the occasion with a demonstration.  I want to 
take these experiences into NUS to help make it an effective, fight-
ing force that can combat our current government and their vicious 
austerity policies.

For A SOcialist NUS
Last June, students helped generate a political earth-
quake. We turned out in our hundreds of thousands to 
vote for an alternative to austerity. We gave the Tories an 
almighty shock. We demonstrated that young people are 
not apathetic. We are angry about injustice. We are hun-
gry for radical change. Corbyn’s policies – free education, 
£10 an hour, nationalisation and house building – were 
what motivated us to turn out in such numbers. Now we 
need an NUS that will build support for these measures 
and fight for Corbyn to go further. As a Scottish student, I 
understand that genuinely free education is about more 
than just abolishing fees. We need living grants, public 
ownership, and democratic control by students, workers, 
and the community. That’s why we need an NUS led by 
socialists, not right-wing Blairites and careerists.   Elect 
me, and I will fight to ensure our union does not stand 
aside from the major political debates of our time. I will 
fight for an NUS that is 100% anti-austerity. An NUS that 
will unapologetically side with those fighting for socialist 
change – for a society in the interests of the 99%. 

defend education
Students need a fighting NUS leadership more than ever. Tuition 
fees are now estimated to be the highest in the world. FE colleges 
are reeling from years of swingeing cuts. Job losses and attacks on 
staff pensions continue. Meanwhile vice-chancellors enrich them-
selves with fat-cat salaries.  But the Tory government responsible 
remains incredibly weak. Faced with a mass movement, they could 
crumble and fall. 
Despite this, the leadership of the NUS has done nothing to build on 
the potential shown by the Corbyn surge, and the mood for change 
it expressed. In the last year, NUS has failed to organise any sub-
stantial national demonstrations or build action on a significant 
scale. This leadership’s passivity has had a demobilising effect on 
the movement, and has alienated large sections of students. 
If elected to the block of fifteen, I will use my position to argue for 
NUS to organise a mass movement to fight for free education and 
an end to austerity. This should begin with a fully mobilised national 
demonstration.  But a demo should only be the start of an escalating 
campaign. NUS should support and organise a programme of local 
and national action, including demonstrations, student walk-outs 
and occupations on campuses. No more standing on the side-lines! 

STUDENTS AND WORKERS UNITE
The overwhelming vote to strike by lecturers has revealed 
the preparedness of education workers to fight. The re-
cent victory by EIS college lecturers in Scotland shows 
strike action wins. One of NUS’s main priorities should 
be building links between the student and wider workers’ 
movement. A united struggle by workers and students is 
vital in fighting to defend education and end austerity. Stu-
dents instinctively understand this. In a poll by Southamp-
ton Students’ Union, 92% of their members voted against 
the proposed axing of up to 75 jobs on campus, while over 
90% were in favour of cutting the vice chancellor’s salary.
If elected to the NUS block of 15, I will seek to work with 
trade unions, both locally and nationally, to build solidarity 
and joint action. 

FIGHT TRUMPISM
Trump’s election was met immediately by mass protest 
in America and around the world. But over a year on, we 
need to continue to build a movement that resists Trump 
and all his bigoted, pro-rich politics. If you elect me, I will 
fight for NUS that will counter the politics of hatred and 
division with those of solidarity and unity. I will fight for 
an NUS that fiercely opposes all forms of oppression and 
which supports all students fighting back against bigotry 
on their campuses. Trump has already cancelled two visits 
to the UK for fear of the mass protests he would face. With 
a further visit now planned for September – I’ll campaign 
for NUS to follow in the footsteps of students in the US 
and prepare to organise mass walk-outs if Trump comes 
to Britain. 

FOR THE BLOCK OF 15


