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* a democratic nus

my record:
• Played a central role in Shef�eld’s 

successful NSS boycott in 2017.

• Campaigned for ‘Shef Better Than TEF’, 
which included a 2500-strong open letter 
to the VC and successfully stopped fee 
increases for current students.

• Organised coaches, mobilised students 
and helped coordinate nationally for the 
NCAFC #FreeEdNOW national demo.

• Helped organise, host and speak at a 
national training event for student activists.

• Overhauled the University’s academic rep 
system towards a trade union style model, 
with faculty organisers and department 
general meetings.

• Worked with Shef�eld UCU to build a 
strong campaign of students and workers 
to support industrial action resisting cuts 
to pensions.

• Through direct action, won regular forums 
between students and University 
management.

• Helped organise student solidarity with 
striking job centre workers in Shef�eld.

• Ran events and discussions on trade 
unions, liberating the curriculum, SU 
democracy and more.

I’m Stuart, I’m the Education Of�cer at 
Shef�eld Students’ Union, and I’ve been 
campaigning for free education since the 
moment I arrived at university. I want to use 
my experience of grassroots activism to 
build a democratic and �ghting NUS to 
resist the government’s savage attacks to 
our education.

“I've had the pleasure of knowing and working with Stuart on 
multiple campaigns and I'm excited to endorse him for Block. It's 
easy for NEC members to be sucked into cliques and forget the 
bigger picture, which is why we need to elect people like Stuart: an 
independent thinker with the vision, courage and creativity neces-
sary to reinvigorate radical student activism, hold the of�cers to 
account and steer NUS in the right direction.” 

We’re told that this generation of young people and students is the 
most radical and politicised in decades, but you wouldn’t believe 
it looking at what our national union has done over the past year.

Free education is now in the political mainstream and was central 
to the 2017 general election campaign of Corbyn’s Labour, one 
which inspired millions to vote for  an end to neoliberal austerity 
and for the beginnings of a society run in the interests of the 
many, not the few.

Despite having clear conference policy in favour of free education 
and tactics to defeat the Tory HE reforms, the NUS has actively 
sabotaged efforts to enact these policies, insisting that ‘a seat at 
the table’ will win the transformation we so urgently need. But 
history shows us that a strong, radical and democratic movement 
is the only way we can win. Elect me and I’ll �ght for...

Democracy must be central to any organisation that exists to 
change society. We need a culture where we can be open 
and honest about our disagreements without threats of 
harassment or bullying. If elected, I will push for an NUS 
which respects democratic policy and is accountable to the 
movement it seeks to represent.

* a cradle-to-grave education
The government is slashing vital funding and turning our 
institutions into pro�teering businesses: but with the leader 
of the opposition championing free education, a different 
education system could be on the horizon. We need a 
National Education Service, free from cradle to grave, and 
properly funded by taxing the rich. If elected, I would develop 
the practicalities of this vision, and ensure that NUS is at the 
forefront of making it a reality.

* a strong grassroots movement

ana oppenheim, nus nec

NUS needs to stop being an inward-facing collection of 
cliques, and start being a grassroots force for change. NUS 
does have the power to do this, by offering support and 
training for activists and throwing its weight behind grass-
roots struggles. If elected, I’ll ensure that the primary work 
of NUS is in building such a movement.


