
   This is a long-term goal but would 
mean the NUS could rely less on 

affiliation fees and should be 
complemented by a fairer and more 

transparent fee formula. Employability 
is also a growing issue and the whole 

student movement needs to unite 
to tackle it; better equipped graduates  
would mean less inequality and more 

opportunity after education. 

4. Be relevant again 

Those who call the NUS irrelevant are 
too often right. From equipping 

students’ unions to deal with the 
mental health crisis on campus to 

ensuring FE colleges can engage with 
the NUS, there’s a lot we can do to 

prove them wrong. We need to debate 
real student issues and 
tackle new challenges. 

This includes the 
rising number of 

commuting students 
across the country: I’m 

one of them and I know 
NUS has under- 

delivered here for a 
long time. Little work is 
done to support dietary 
needs, yet an estimated 

20% of students have 
some food intolerance 

or allergy. It’s time 
to lobby universities 

and catered landlords 
to offer proper support, and I’ve already 

helped Exeter Guild put together a 
motion to conference to address this. 

5. An NUS that delivers   _ 

 

We need to accept that we__________ 
can’t answer everything___________ 

with a protest or a boycott.__________ 
The NUS can be ambitious,__________ 

pragmatic and credible at__________ 
the same time. NEC must__________ 

put students’ interests first,_________ 
and ensure its resolutions________  

are accountable and achievable. _____ 
The NUS has to play a part in the ____ 
 decision making process, and_______ 

this must include the____________ 
OfS. We need a seat at______________ 
this table if we are________________ 
to win for students._______________

And just 
who am I?

I‘m a second year maths 
student at Exeter 

University and live in 
Plymouth. 

I first became involved with 
my students’ union when I 

stood to be an NUS 
delegate in October and an 

eye-opening experience 
it has been. 

 
I’m running for NEC 

because I found students 
constantly telling me that 
they are tired of the NUS 
finding something to put 
before them. We’ve seen 

students scream and shout 
(and even disaffiliate) 

for change and I know we 
can do better. This couldn’t 

be truer for my own 
university, which voted only 

narrowly to stay in 2016. 
 

The system isn’t perfect 
and the NUS’s job will 

never be over. It’s more 
important than ever before 

that NEC does right by 
students.

tl;dr: I’ll put students first again

Interested? 
Let’s talk:

1. One student one vote 

If we want the NUS to be truly 
representative, we need to empower 
every student with the chance to vote 
for their national president and NUS 
officers. Seven million students 
should choose who represents them, 
not a mere thousand delegates. Yes, 
barriers exist to implementing OSOV, 
especially in FE, but the future of the 
NUS has to be defined by solutions 
and not problems. The benefits 
massively outweigh these challenges 
and OSOV needs a champion on NEC. 
I will be that champion. 
 

2. Everyone’s NUS 
We can’t hide the cracks any more: 
antisemitism casts a dark 
shadow on the student 
movement. My own 
university’s Jewish 
population tell me that 
they feel the NUS has 
slammed a door in their 
face. We have to 
reassure them that 
they are no less  
welcome in the NUS, 
that we are on their 
side and ready to fight 
their corner. I will hold 
the NUS and its 
officers to account 
when they fall short 
of expectations, and push to keep 
up the good work done with the 
Union of Jewish Students and 
Holocaust Educational Trust. Given 
that NUS liberation campaigns have 
such a proud history, we shouldn’t be 
letting anyone down here and NEC 
has a role for keeping these 
campaigns strong and well resourced. 

 

3. Keeping SUs great 
Strong students’ unions mean strong 
students. SUs must remain a 
marketplace of ideas, and this means 
making tough decisions between free 
speech and a duty of care to students. 
The financial burden of affiliation fees 
risk crippling a small or indebted 
union, but reducing them can only be 
done by growing income from NUSSL.


