
Naming of the 17th College       UA/1718/007 

Assembly notes: 

1. The University is in the planning stage for the 17th college anticipated to be open for the 

2018/2019 academic year. 

2. The University has announced it is presently considering the name and branding for this new 

college, with no names yet publicly proposed.  

3. The University has not published publicly any guidelines or the process in which it will follow 

for the naming of the new college. 

4. 13 of the 16 current colleges are named after men.  

5. The last ‘new’ college was named for the Northumberland writer, feminist and pioneer of 

women’s education Josephine Butler.    

Assembly believes: 

1. The University should follow the precedent set with the naming of Josephine Butler and 

name the new college after: 

a. a notable, deceased woman,  

b. with a connection to Durham University or the North East, 

c.  who had achievements in the sciences, humanities, arts or politics. 

2. The University should embrace student participation in the naming of the new college by 

following a process that seeks student input from the very beginning to wit: 

a. The creation of a committee made up of the Sabbatical Officers and any college 

Union Representative interested in being involved and willing to make the time 

commitment; 

b. The committee’s terms of reference to include the gathering and reviewing of 

nominations against the above listed criteria, to provide a short-list of five for 

consideration by the wider University community; and 

c. A vote of the short-listed nominees to be administered by the University with all 

University staff and students eligible to vote.  

3. The following list of notable women provides examples of the type of person that should be 

considered: 

a.  Ella Bryant: in 1892 Ella Bryant passed the BSc examination with second class 

honours in physics. In June 1893 she tried to pay the fee for the BSc degree, but was 

refused. The university applied for a supplemental charter "almost immediately" 

after this, allowing it to grant degrees to women in all subjects but divinity, and it 



was granted in 1895. Bryant received her BSc on 24 June 1895, becoming the first 

woman to receive a degree from Durham. 

b. Dorothea Ruth Etchells: was an English poet and college principal who spent most of 

her working life in the University of Durham. From 1968, she taught in the English 

Department and soon became Vice Principal of Trevelyan College. In 1979 she was 

appointed Principal of St John's College, Durham, a notable appointment because 

this made her both the first lay person and the first woman to be principal of a 

Church of England college, Cranmer Hall (part of St. John's). 

c. Mo Mowlam: educated at Trevs, graduated in Sociology and Anthropology. PhD in 

Political Science from the University of Iowa.  Ms Mowlam became MP for Redcar in 

1987 and became first women to be Secretary of State for Northern Ireland in 1997. 

She oversaw the signing of the Good Friday agreement in 1998, the basis of peace in 

Northern Ireland to this day. 

d. Elizabeth Barrett Browning: the Victorian poet was born in County Durham and 

campaigned against slavery and child labour.  

e. Margot Fonteyn: an English ballerina with the Royal Ballet, Dame Fonteyn acted as 

Chancellor to Durham University from 1981 to 1990.  

Assembly resolves:  

1. The Officers lobby the University team responsible for naming and branding the new college 

this policy to have: 

a. the creation of the committee to gather, review and short-list nominees; and 

b. the criteria for those to be considered to have the new college named in their 

honour to be notable woman in history, with a connection to Durham University or 

the North East who have made significant achievements in the sciences, humanities, 

arts or politics. 

 


