
SRC Meeting Minutes 
Thursday 1st December 

Bar One, 5pm 
 

 
 
Section A: Administration and Reporting Back 
Item Minute Action  
Welcome 
and refresher 

Robb Forsyth, Chair of Society Council stepped in to 
chair SRC as Daniela was unable to attend 
 
Conor Marshall gave a refresher of SRC and its powers. 
SRC is the democratic voice of students and provides an 
opportunity for that voice to be heard. 

 

Apologies Kayleigh Radford, Esther James, Craig Alexander. For 
extensive list, see below 

 

Last 
meetings 
minutes 

The council reviewed the minutes from the last meetings 
and approved their accuracy 

Minutes 
Approved 

 
 
 
 
Section B: Actions 
Item Minute Action Required 
Motions ‘T.E.F. off and stay out’ 

Higher education bill passed in Westminster, Even 
though education has devolved in Scotland. 
Universities can opt into a new programme called the 
Teaching Enhancement Framework or TEF. A 
framework designed to link funding of teaching to 
quality, not simply quantity. 
 
CM recently met with 17 seniors within the university 
and 16 did not want the university to apply for TEF. 
 
TEF is based on metrics that can negatively affect 
Abertay such as the National Student Survey (NSS) 
scores. TEF categorises institutions into Bronze, Silver 
and Gold. 
 
The framework also gives a basis to charge higher 
fees to students and international students. However, 
the amount charged is at the discretion of the 
university.  
 
A lot of Student Associations have voted against TEF 
and will not help promote NSS.  
 
A council member asked how it affects students.  
C.M. Long term it will attack universities and will put 
out small universities that don’t do as well in the 
metrics, such as the NSS scores. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
More information about metrics and TEF can be found 
on the government website,  
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-
excellence-framework-factsheet ) 
 
Scotland already has an institutional review currently 
that does the same thing. 
 
The T.E.F. submission is 14,000 words. 
 
Is there any proof that the framework doesn’t work? 
C.M. No as it is a new framework. 
 
The argument for is everyone are opting in to the new 
system. 
 
NUS and university staff unions are also against TEF. 
 
QAA is remaining neutral for political reasons. 
 
A council member asked; The university may go 
ahead with the application for TEF as the submissions 
date is very soon, what do we do then? 
 
C.M. It’s important to show what students think and 
there are ramifications to decision made without us. 
 
We can use different tools such petitions, media stunts 
etc. to show how students feel. 
 
Abertay are hoping for Silver. 
 
Edinburgh university is not going for it. 
 
The council move to a vote where the motion was 
approved. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“T.E.F. off and 
stay out” motion 
approved. 

Election of a 
Minute 
Taker 

The council agreed to put a student in the minute taker 
post as it is a student council. 2 members of the 
council stood for the post. The council voted and 
turned out to be a tie vote. The chair then voted, as 
per constitutional rules. 

Ruairidh Bruce 
Elected Minute 
taker 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Section C: Discussions 
Item Minute Action 

Required 
EcoAbertay 
Presentation 

Carina Gaertner, coordinator of the EcoAbertay project 
gave a presentation on what the project is and what are 
some of the activities that aim to reduce carbon. 
More can be found here: 
https://www.facebook.com/EcoAbertay/?fref=ts  

 

ACM 
Kehinde 
Oduyemi  

Kehinde Oduyemi, the Academic curriculum manager for 
SET came to SRC to open dialogue and discussed a 
number of issues. 
K.O manages quality of student programmes with heads 
of division, lecturers etc. and chair’s student voice 
meetings. 
 
Attendance 
The policy currently, students are adults and are 
responsible learners which mean mandatory attendance 
is not required. Attendance may be taken in class if it is 
for gathering data, not to penalise students. The policy 
should help the university focus on encouraging students 
to attend. 
 
The Mandatory attendance vs the current system is still 
in debate.  
Comments from the council: 
Poor attendance inhibits students in class from learning 
to their full potential as there is constructive debates and 
little input from different perspectives.  
Group activities suffer as a result. 
K.O. The university is currently gathering data on what 
works, it is being looked into. 
 
A council member mentioned that some student’s not 
attending class makes it easier for students that are 
attending to think, well if they are not going, I’m don’t 
have to either. 
 
In computing, a lot of people have the capabilities to work 
from remotely and don’t see it necessary to attend. 
 
There has recently been money spent on the new labs, is 
there an investment being made in the SET as some 
software is outdated and access for disabled students is 
difficult. 
K.O. There is a discussion being talked about on how to 
move forward, speak to David Blackwood if you would 
like to know more. 
 
One council member said there is a direct relation with 
grades and attendance at classes however another 
member of the council said there are some students that 
don’t have to do to class and can still get the same grade 
as someone who has. 

 



 
 
Perhaps it is necessary to have different approaches to 
different courses or even modules.  
K.O. the university needs to a design a flexible 
framework that still has a process but flexible to meet the 
demands of individual lecturers and programmes. 
 
 
Facilities and technology 
K.O. TLE talk about how teaching through online; video 
and audio can aid a student’s learning. 
A Level 5 room has the capabilities to deliver lecture 
remotely on the board so students can learn remotely 
remotely.  
 
Council member: I have experienced a live streaming 
lecture so people can see remotely. 
When people could ask questions live, they were more 
likely to write on the wall than ask in front of a large 
class.  
 
Technology is to be used to enhance not replace 
conventional methods of teaching. Trying to find the right 
balance that makes the perfect learning experience.  
 
If there is anyone who would like to give more feedback 
please contact the SA. 
 

Campaign 
Plans 

Outline the plans for the semester from Andrew Gourlay 
Health month- Mental, sexual and physical health 
Looking for volunteers, swing by the office if you are 
interested 
 
Who speaks for you? 
Representation in society/country/town not just at 
university. Organising a parliament trip, continuing on 
from last year’s trip.  
 
The Big Preferendum; The Student Centre 
What we want from the student centre we are looking to 
gather ideas. 
The current strategy of the student centre is to give 
students what they think they want rather than asking 
students what they want. 
 
Holding working group collate, and create options on 
what we want to do with the student centre. Then, we 
can hold the big Preferendum, a campus wide vote. 
 
Before setting up vote, we need to know what you think.  
 
A question from the student council, will the student 
centre management be involved in the process? Our 
main priority is getting to know what students think. They 

 



will be brought in after. Students should be able to give 
their opinion without having barriers put up first. 
 
Workshops etc will be set up post, student elections. 
 
Students can feedforward by coming into the SA and 
speaking to Gerard, Conor or the exec’s. We will also put 
a call out on social media, so stay tuned. 
 

NUS 
Conference 
Election 

Nominations for NUS conferences are now open on the 
SA website here; 
http://www.abertaysa.com/representation/nus-
conferences  
If anyone would like to represent Abertay at these 
conferences please nominate yourself. 

 

Big 
Elections! 

Elections are opening for the President, Vice-President 
and executive officers will be opening in February if you 
are interested in running please pop into the office or 
email. Keep an eye on our social media pages for 
information. Nominations begin 6th February. 

 

 
Section D: End of Meeting Matters 
Item Minute Action 

Required 
A.O.B A class rep has dropped out in a course, what do I do? 

If there any other students interested in becoming a class 
rep they should contact the SA office.  
 

C.J. to follow up 

   
 


