
SRC Meeting Minutes 
22nd of February, 2017, at 1700 in Room 2008 

 
 
Section A: Housekeeping 
Item Minute Action  
Officer Meet 
and Greet 

The officers introduce themselves to the SRC  

Welcome Daniella Bandeva welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies Seonaid Glass 

Marnie Stirling  
Andrew Gourley 
Gillian Greig 
Eddie Baines 

 

Minutes from 
the previous 
Meeting 

Daniella Bandeva asked for SRC to review the minutes 
of the previous meeting. 
Question was raised of format of minutes 
 CM addressed the question 

Minutes 
approved 

 
 
 
Section B: Business 
Item Minute Action 

Required 
Speaker - Uni 
Vice-Principal 
M. Batho 

Daniella introduced MB 
 
MB wanted to give context to plans for university 
Discussed logic behind plans for changes 
Money 
 70% of funding comes from grants from 
 funding council, provided by the Scottish Govt. 
 The amount that the university will receive will 
 remain the same amount of cash, but is a cut 
 in real terms. At present it is unlikely that 
 funding will increase for universities. 
 95% of money goes to teaching 
 The university can make money is in selling 
 our services to third parties, or by attracting 
 international student 
 
Other terms 
 Challenge recruiting international students 
 Visa regulations are “stupidly” harsh 
 
International students are very important to the 
university because it give all students an international 
experience. 
Brexit will likely make it deeply challenging to recruit 
new international students 
 
 
 
 

 



Good News 
 Abertay does things that are in line with 
 Scottish Govt. desires of universities. 
  Such as equal opportunities 
  Articulation ( taking students from  
  higher education(such as colleges) is 
  also very good in Abertay 
 Since Abertay has been very financially 
 prudent, so we have significant reserves, 
 which should be spent to improve the campus 
 
North Labs 
North Wing of building used to house labs that were 
inadequate, the labs have been improved to be cutting 
edge on level four, along with cosmetic improvements 
to North Wing. Starting next year there is going to be a 
new two-year project to re-clad the north-facing side of 
the university, to create a better environment for 
learning.  
Labs on level three were going to be replaced in 
summer 2017, instead plans will be delayed until after 
the new labs have been opened on level four, to see if 
they are functioning well. 
 
Library Project 
At present the library that we have was built 20 years 
ago and still has an old-style format. The library also 
doesn’t have what almost all libraries have across the 
UK, which is a social space. Accordingly the plan is to, 
in May 2017, have builders be brought in to improve 
library. This will allow us to build proper quiet spaces 
and social places, allowing different types of studying. 
The university will also fix heating and change lighting 
to LED, because it is cheaper, but also better than 
current system 
This project will take place over two years. 
 
Student Centre 
A consultation is currently in the works because the 
student centre is not serving its function as it did when 
it was built. However, we need to focus on Campus as 
a whole, to focus on what is needed. 
 
 
Sporting Facilities 
At present the university does not have adequate 
facilities to teach sport, despite offering it. This project 
that is still in very early stages, but the university is 
planning to move forward with it. 
Right now the university wants to focus on improving 
the gym as it is currently not great, and needs 
improvement to serve the academic needs of the 
sporting department. 
 
Teaching Spaces 



Teaching spaces that are at best okay. 
There is an opportunity to improve facilities, but the 
staff need to know what spaces that should be 
invested in, so they are conducting research into this 
matter. 
 
Floor was opened to questions 
 
Dana: Should classes should be asked for their 
feedback on what they need? 
 Feedback is needed on what things would 
 make a significant difference  
 
Anna MacKenzie: Lab on fifth floor is very good, with 
improved teaching capacities 
 
Brian: Any plans to improve Abertay accommodation? 
  
 Victoria Chamber is about to run out, not likely 
 to be renewed, there are houses available at 
 Parker  street that the university is looking into. 
 The university needs to work with private 
 providers of accommodations 
   
Dana: Old Alloway halls are being made into student 
accommodation, might be an idea to work with new 
owner 
 
Brian: What colleges we have articulation deals with 
  
 Dundee and Angus 
 Perth 
 Forth Valley – have official deals with 
 We de recruit across Scotland 
 
Brian: If there are more agreements then could we 
improve articulation? 
 
 There should be more options for articulation 
 courses in college 
 We are currently working with American and 
 international facilities to improve relationships 
 and the number of international students 
 
Brian: Was articulation from colleges perhaps too 
difficult 
 
 That’s what student recruitment is there for, to 
 ensure that all options are made available to 
 students 
 
 
Plans for new sporting facilities would be for multi-
purpose halls, but the proposal is still in very early 
stages 



Officer Update NUS conference  
Nominations are now open 
2 delegates across the board 
Scotland Conference is being held in the Apex in 
Dundee 
Sections Conference consists of part-time post-
graduate, mature, international, groups of students.  
Nominations  are  open on the website 
 
Get in touch with Matt if interested in joining the 
School Academic Committee of your respective 
School  
 
Student Centre Preferendum 
Activities are now planned 
Planning on running all activities after the elections to 
avoid confusion 
Coin voting will be used to allow the students to 
decide on simple matters 
Floor was opened to questions 
Names of people interested were left with Ruairidh 
 Shannon Douglas 150592 
 
“Who speaks for You?” 
Trip to Holyrood 
May 17th is the local authority elections 
The SRC will be encouraging registration 
There is a link in inbox to the trip to Holyrood on the 
30th of March 
 
Student Slums: We deserve better 
An initiative to help students with housing 
Specifically, the quality and price of housing 
We want to get Councillors to set up Enhanced 
Enforcements to ensure that landlords cannot exploit 
students 
Complaints about Jamal were brought up 
Want to ensure that students are not subjected to 
unfair conditions. 
 
MacKenzie: Big issues that landlord don’t see 
students as people, because they are not wage-
earning adults 
 
Brian: Get information given to students in early 
stages of application and encourage research 
 
Dana: Dundee Library offers free legal counselling 
sessions 
 
Students need to fill out postcards at specific locations 
so that the SA can get the overall opinion of the 
students 
 
 

 



“Your SA matters” 
Look at what the old and new councils are doing to 
help students understand transition and other issues 
 
Health Month 
Things are progressing nicely, specifically the plans 
relating to Mental Health 
There have been talks with the head of Student 
Services 
Bouceback – helping students to get back on their feet 
after mental health issues, allowing everyone the 
same opportunities 
 
Floor was opened for questions 

Motions Lecture Capture 
CM, on behalf of EB, raised motion to introduce new 
system to capture lectures, via live streaming, video 
recording or audio recording. Abertay is a modern 
university, a technological university, and we should 
build on that reputation 
 
Floor was opened to questions 
 
Charlotte: Is there any proof of students continuing to 
come to lecturers? 
 The data is qualitative not quantitative 
 There are universities that continue to have 
 attendance after introducing Lecture Capture 
 It has the potential to help retention numbers 
 
Dana: What courses has this been introduced on? 
Because it cannot be generalised. 
 All pilots have all been in SHS 
 Delivery of lecture might be different, but 
 content is largely the same 
 
Brian Evan: If this was introduced there may be 
disclaimer issues about people being filmed 
 
 
Charlotte: Is there any point in improving teaching 
spaces if we’re just going to film it? 
 Brian: It allows students to go back over 
 lectures 
 
Thomas: Need to be careful with tutorials, because it 
may make people nervous to speak 
 
Owen: elective module on debating, it was really good 
to be able to go back over the information 
 
Audio files help people, because notes can be taken 
later, and people can go back over it 
 
Lecture Capture helps people with disabilities or 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



mental health issues to continue to obtain an 
education despite any issues that may arise 

Motion Approved 

Big Elections! CM discussed the upcoming elections 
Elections are opening for the President, Vice-
President and executive officers are open office or 
email. Keep an eye on our social media pages for 
information. Nominations began 6th February and 
Nominations close at noon on the 1st of March.  
 
MacKenzie: What’s the time commitment like? 
 Entirely up to you 
 Student team meeting fortnightly 
 SRC commitment 
 
“If you want to make a difference…then I would 
encourage you to run” – Connor Marshall 

 

 
 
Section C: Wrap up 
Item Minute Action 

Required 
A.O.B. Brian: Is it possible to change default image viewer on 

computers? 
DB made the point that keyboard language option should 
also be made available  
  
 
Matt: Academic committees are meeting in all schools on 
the 1st March and are looking for representatives 
 
Brian: Is there any update on TEF? 
 

 
 
 
At present, it is 
not, but CM will 
take it forward 
 
 
 
Paper is 
currently being 
written by CM 
 

Date of Next 
Meeting 

22nd of March, 2017  

 
 

     



Chair and Clerk 
Name Position 
Daniela Bandeva Chair 
Ruairidh Bruce Clerk 

 
Class Representatives - AMG 
Name Course Year 
Paul Winson Computer Arts 1 
Ross Baxter Computer Arts 4 
Owen Wright Computer Games Technology 1 
Kenneth Anderson Computing & Networks 4 
Jérémie Piguel Ethical Hacking & Cyber Security 1 
Peter Jan Romanick Ethical Hacking 3 
Coleen Gollan Games Design & Production Management 1 
Brian Evance Games Design & Production Management 4 
Daniella Danu Games Design & Production Management 4 

 
DBS Class Representatives 

Name Course Year 
Filieeor Uassianor Accounting & Finance 3 
Piotr Struminski Accounting & Finance 4 
Shannon Douglas Business Management 2 
Dana Mucichescu Business Management 3 
Alessandro Santoro Marketing and Business 2 

 
SET Class Representatives 

Name Course Year 
Harley Ross Biomedical Science 4 
Shadman Khan Civil Engineering 3 
Charlotte Kay Food & Consumer Sciences 2 
MacKenzie Foth Forensic Psychology 2 
Andrew MacKenzie Forensic Sciences 2 
Claire MacKenzie Forensic Science 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHS Class Representatives 

Name Course Year 
Neel Arrington Criminology 2 
Tommy Wilson Media, Culture, & Society 4 
Alana Pirie Psychology 1 
Shona Louise Anderson Psychology & Counselling 3 
Eshee Jones Psychology and Counselling 4 
Gillian Clater Sociology 1 
Annabelle Goard Sociology 3 
Pamela Roy Psychology 3 

 
Executive Committee 

Name Course Year 
Kayleigh Radford Executive Officer SA 
Craig Alexander Executive Officer SA 
Conor Marshall President SA 
Gerard McCullough Vice-President SA 

 
 
Also In Attendance 
Name Position 
Mark Batho Vice-Principal (University Services) 
Gemma Riddell Advice and Welfare Co-ordinator 
Matthew Sierocinski King Democracy and Representation Co-ordinator 

 
 


