
The University of Bristol Student’s Union 

Significant Environmental Aspects, Impacts and mitigation steps 

This document summarises the key aspects of activity within Bristol SU, their relative environmental impact and steps being taken to mitigate 
the negative impact.  

Key aspects Impacts Mitigation 
1. Heating for the building • Carbon emissions from electricity 

generation using fossil fuels.   
• Effective insulation and heat 

redistribution already in place 
• Smart thermostats prevent wastage 

of heat 
2. Ventilation of the building 

(mechanical) 
• Inefficient ventilation results in heat 

escape from the building through 
open windows and therefore an 
increase in heating. 

• Heat pumps? 
• Efficient heating and ventilation 

systems 

3. Lighting of the building • Carbon emissions from electricity 
generation using fossil fuels.   

• Smart lighting systems and timers 
• LEDs and Energy saving bulbs used 

4. Operation of the Swimming  Pool 
(heating, ventilation, power and 
water for) 

• Carbon emissions from electricity 
generation (used for heating) using 
fossil fuels.   

• Use of potentially toxic chemicals for 
water cleaning could lead to water 
pollution, and subsequent 
biodiversity loss 

• Insulation overnight? 
• Water sourced from a local ethical 

provider? 

5. Refrigeration (bars and catering) • Carbon emissions from electricity 
generation using fossil fuels. 

• Procurement or replacement of 
white goods involves energy and 
resources. 

• Use of ozone depleting substances 

• Adherence to the most up to date 
standards of energy use and in 
relation to ozone depleting 
substances. 



6. General waste production, including 
paper, cardboard, plastic, cans. 

• Harvesting of raw materials can 
create environmental damage, 
pollution and carbon emissions. 

• Leaching of pollutants from landfill 
sites into water courses 

• Use of, wherever possible, low 
impact materials such as 
biodegradable materials or recycled 
plastic. 

• Recycling facilities easily accessible 
for building users 

• Recycling training for staff 
7. Catering waste, including food waste. • Exploitation of natural resources, 

which may lead to biodiversity loss 
• Methane gas, a greenhouse gas, 

production from foods waste 
• Plastic waste, such as cups, straws 

and cutlery are usually non-
biodegradable and causes pollution. 

• Leaching of pollutants from landfill 
sites into water courses 

• Food waste collection for biofuel 
• Investigating the possibility of in-

house composting? 
• Working with suppliers to reduce 

plastic packaging. 
• Avoiding, where possible, plastic use 

in the bar and at events 

8. Food choices available in café • Food production always has an 
environmental impact in energy and 
land use 

• Unseasonal or non-local food 
requires transport and therefore 
produces carbon emissions 

• Meat production produces large 
quantities of methane 

• Adherence to independent 
accreditation for sustainable food 

• Using local suppliers and seasonal 
food wherever possible 

• Having a good range of vegetarian 
and vegan options available 

• Investigation options such as ‘meat-
free Mondays’ 

9. Low grade paper – newsprint, 
magazines 

• Use of non-recycled paper results in 
exploitation of limited resources e.g. 
trees via paper production. 

• Recycled paper still uses energy 
which will cause carbon emissions 

• Work with suppliers and partners in 
the building (e.g. student media) to 
ensure that recycled paper is always 
used where possible. 

• Assessing number of people reading 
magazines and newspapers, and 
adjusting production accordingly 

• Using online media instead of printed 
materials where possible 



10. Big event waste – Freshers Fair and 
gigs produce lots of paper waste. 

• Use of non-recycled paper results in 
exploitation of limited resources e.g. 
trees via paper production. 

• Recycled paper still uses energy 
which will cause carbon emissions 

• Use of Green Ambassador student 
staff placed at bins to train students 
in recycling 

• High profile, well signposted recycling 
facilities 

11. Photocopying – both SU printers and 
personnel printers 

• Exploitation of natural resources, 
which may lead to biodiversity loss 

• Encouraging a culture of not printing 
where possible 

• Using recycled paper 
12. Everyday travel by staff and 

sabbaticals 
• Carbon emissions 
• Air pollution 

• Cycle to work scheme 
• Education around impact of 

unsustainable travel 
• Using facilities to encourage cycling, 

such as bike racks 
• Investigate incentives for sustainable 

travel and lift sharing 
13. Business Travel by staff and 

Sabbaticals 
• Carbon emissions 
• Air pollution 

• Protocol of preference towards 
public transport, e.g. buses or trains 
for business trips 

• Lift sharing wherever possible 
14. Water use – in the pool, in toilets, for 

cleaning, for catering. 
• Energy needed to produce clean 

water resulting in carbon emissions 
• Cleaning process may result in 

pollution of water courses and 
effluent discharge 

• Water sourced from a local ethical 
provider? 

• Taps which turn themselves off 

15. Sale of Merchandise • Harvesting of raw materials can lead 
to environmental damage, pollution 
and carbon emissions. 

• Transport of goods creates carbon 
emissions 

• Packaging, especially plastic, leads to 
non-recyclable waste being produced 

• Adherence to independent 
accreditation for sustainable 
products (Rainforest alliance?, 
Fairtrade?) 

• Working with suppliers to reduce 
plastic packaging 

 

 


