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Prior to the conference, I wasn’t really sure what to expect but as advised I just went with the flow. 

As a first time delegate, it was all quite overwhelming but at the same time I was excited to see what 

the conference had lined up for us. Luckily amongst us we had Hafsa who attended the conference 

in 2017. She explained as the days went along how things are expected to work and what unfamiliar 

election terms stand for. As a newly elected sabbatical officer, this experience was extremely useful. 

I kind of hoped that I was able to attend the conference before I ran in the elections, as I would have 

been more aware of issues that students face at university. I was able to create relations with 

sabbatical officers in other Students’ Unions and network with those part of the NUS and the 

student movement. The conference actually really motivated me to be more actively involved in 

social activism and lead projects to fight for causes and bring about change in the world. It gave me 

plenty of ideas for future projects and an insight into those who I could contact to collaborate with 

in the future.  

One of the greatest highlights of the conference for me was learning about different views, 

perspectives, issues that students face from different groups. Every motion that was brought 

forward was so unique to meet the needs of different groups of people. What students from the 

Black student’s campaign are fighting for is so different to what students from the women’s and 

disable students campaign are working towards, yet everyone is so supportive of one another. When 

students occupied the stage to give sex workers a right in the working world, everyone went up, not 

just those the issue was relevant to.  

One of the downsides of the conference is the lack of time or more so I didn’t think the conference 

was organised well enough when it came to making most of the hours during the day. We got 

through barely any of the motions and we spent far too long discussing minor issues when there 

were more important motions to be discussed and voted on. This was raised plenty of times, 

however no action was taken. This at time was quite draining and frustrating.  

The conference gave me a deeper understanding of what work the NUS do, who are the key people 

in positions and it also gave us an opportunity to hold elected candidates to account. It made me 

realise that if you’re not really part of the NUS or if you don’t attend conferences like this one, 

people really won’t know much about NUS beyond the NUS extra card. So maybe there needs to be 

more effort made by Manchester Students’ Union to make students aware of the NUS and its work. 
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As an elected NUS delegate I would have liked to have made my own decision as to who to vote for 

in the elections. Although the decision was made by Manchester students, I believe this was made 

by only a handful and so wasn’t actually representative of who all the students at university would 

have liked us delegates to vote for. So I think it makes more sense if the delegates attend the 

conference with more of an open mind, use hustings as an opportunity to ask them questions and 

then make the decision based off that.  

Lastly, I’m glad I was given the opportunity to vote on important motions in relation to Brexit, tuition 

fees, FE, visas and even motions around the plastic straw usage at universities. It also opened my 

eyes to the extent of work of the NUS to support SU’s and fight for change.  


