
Shereen Patel   

NUS Conference 2018 - Report  

This was my first time being a delegate and it was interesting to say the least. When I stood 

up in October for elections, I noticed that not many people were aware of what the NUS 

exactly did and the work in relation to the SU.  

After travelling with 7 other delegates to Glasgow, we arrived and signed in. The first and 

second day consisted of voting in motions. It was great to see the degree of involvement by 

students around the country. Even though I have no previous experience of NUS 

conferences, it was pretty easy to follow through what was happening. One thing that I 

found bizarre was the slates and factions that were visible throughout the conference, be it 

WhatsApp group chats or the shirts people would wear to endorse candidates.  

The second day was very different to the first. The afternoon saw an occupation on the 

stage as delegates felt the chair was wasting time to stall the discussion of the sex work 

motion. This led to the conference being shut down and many were either refused entry or 

inside the auditorium reporting on Twitter the confusion of what was happening. The whole 

event was disorganised and lacked clarity on solving this problem. The President had been 

re-elected on the same day but on this occasion showed poor leadership with many feeling 

appalled by the way she handled the situation. This delay also meant that elections for VP 

roles were shifted which many were unhappy about. It was clear at this point that the NUS 

has many issues that needs to be worked upon and that this change can only be brought 

when the leading figures of the student organisation work together and listen to everyone.  

The final day saw the last few elections. Riddi ran for NEC and it was great to see she was 

elected! The internal toxicity of the NUS had worsened and this was apparent when 

delegates walked out at the closing speech. Many students felt like they were not heard or 

represented and for an organisation to claim its representation for students all over the 

country, it is hardly surprising that students feel disengaged from the NUS. On a positive 

note, the fringe sessions were valuable and interesting to listen to. 

Being with the Manchester delegation was great as I was bonded well with other delegates. 

Despite Manchester given the name of a red listed university for free speech and radical 

leftie politics, we were quite diplomatic and 3 of the SU officers, Riddi Sara and Alex were 



Shereen Patel   

fantastic in making sure we were okay! Despite their difference in politics, they did not 

involve themselves in the pettiness and represented Manchester very well as did the other 

delegates! It was experience for sure and I hope this conference is a lesson for the NUS to 

strive and improve for the better!  


