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This was my second conference as NUS National Conference delegate representing the 
students of the University of Manchester. I really enjoyed my first conference in Brighton 
last year and was really looking forward to visiting Glasgow.

The first day began with the zone reports and motions. It felt like a lot of time was spent 
during the Education zone calling for a second Brexit referendum, and the scrapping of 
tuition fees. These two issues have already been debated so extensively at the highest 
levels of government and in light of the fact that so many other important motions were 
neglected, I feel like debating them further was a waste of time.

As a result of this loss of time, motions such as the welfare of student sex workers, and 
decriminalising abortion in Northern Ireland, were not discussed. Delegates, particularly 
those who had put forward these motions, were understandably upset that there was no 
time to discuss them, and began an on-stage protest. The protest quickly gathered support 
from many delegates, and Conference had to be shut down.

In the end the protesters agreed to end their protest if the two motions on student sex 
workers and NI abortion were voted on at a later date by the NUS NEC. However by this 
time Conference had been shut for several hours, which unfortunately wasted even more 
time.

During the Welfare zone I was happy to vote in favour of motions improving help for those 
with Mental Health problems. The current waiting time for some counselling services for 
those suffering is in the weeks and months. This is a disgrace and I hope by voting in 
favour of these motions that funding and resources can be put forward to campaign and 
improve this.

When it came to elections, as a delegate of the University of Manchester, I was mandated 
to vote for certain candidates. Fortunately, after attending the hustings on the first day, I 
was satisfied with the candidates selected by the UoM students, and felt confident that 
they would do a good job. However I still feel it is unfair that UoM delegates are still 
mandated, and I will be submitting a proposal to Senate to remove this.

At the end of Conference the re-elected President Shakira Martin used her closing 
remarks to express her displeasure towards certain NUS NEC members. These members 
and their supporters then staged a walkout and began a protest outside. Thus ended a 
very eventful and memorable Conference in the beautiful city of Glasgow.


