
   
 

Senate 5 Minutes  

Thursday 22
nd

 March 

Meeting attended by: a full list of attendees is available from 
emmet.cleaver@manchester.ac.uk 

Apologies: Aleksandra Besevic, Olivia Meisl, Rob Noon, Majid Ahmed, Tristan Parsons, 

Varang Bombaywala, Jack Swan, Jake Shaw  

Date: Thursday 22nd March 

Time: 18:00 – 20:00 

Secretary: Matt Williams & Emmet Cleaver 

Senate Chair: Ruth O’Sullivan (RO’S) 

Agenda Topic #1: Welcome, quorum and apologies 

RO’S welcomes members of senate and students to Senate.  

Apologies are noted 

A Quoracy check is carried out and Senate is declared Quorate 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #2: Explanation of process 

RO’S explains how policies are presented and how to address other senate members 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #3: Steering Committee Report for March (Adam Rogers) 

AR provides overview of the report. Key issues of the report are 

• Rejecting the ‘No platform jo Johnson’ policy on the grounds in contravenes the 

University’s ‘CODE OF PRACTICE ON FREEDOM OF SPEECH’.   

• Accepting the policy proposals included in the Senate agenda 

• Assigning previously passed policies to the relevant sub committee  

(For full report go to manchesterstudentsunion.com) 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #4: Minutes of the Previous Senate  

The previous minutes were taken as true record 

Action Items: EC to upload minutes onto SU website 

Agenda Topic #5: Minutes from Previous Senate Committees: 

Minutes of previous senate minutes are noted and RO’S notes papers can be found online.  

Action Items: None 



   
 

Agenda Topic #6: State of the Union Report (Presented by Alex Tayler- General Secretary) 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #7: Steering Committee Minutes for February 

Minutes are taken as a true record. 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #8: Policy Proposals 

1. My Bottle  
RO’S asks Jacob Scott (JS) to present his policy. 
 
JS-‘this policy is to start selling reusable bottles in the shop’  
Notes in the appendix of the policy proposal that there is a bottle which could potentially be 
purchased. 
 
No points are made against and RO’S opens the vote to the floor. 
 

RO’S announces that the policy passes with 84% of senate in favour. 
 
 

2. Referencing of all motions submitted to Senate 
 
RO’S asks the proposer, Alex Tayler (AT) to made a speech 
 
AT ‘This is a self-explanatory policy to make sure that when people  submit a policy with facts 
that they are referencing the fact as people don’t have time to read through everything on the day 
so just to check it’s fine’. 
 
D M-J questions who would be conducting the referencing, would it be the proposer or could it be 
a joint effort between the proposer and the steering committee.  
 
 
AT believes that the responsibility ultimately lies with the proposer and that it would be the 
responsibility of Steering to check the facts of the proposal. 
 
RO’S opens the vote for the policy.  
 

RO’S announces the policy passes with 100% of the vote. 
 
 

3. The Union should promote and advertise the graduate entrepreneur schemes for 
international students 

 
RO’S asks for Riddi Viswanathan (RV) to come forward. 
 



   
 

RV-‘The policy explains that the union should help and promote entrepreneur schemes as 
international students have a lot of problems accessing graduate roles. 
 
 

A vote is held and RO’S announces the Policy passes with 94% in favour 
 
 

4. Fuse FM should have a dedicated space at every Pangaea festival 
RO’S notes the original proposer is not present and waivers the speech to senate.  
 
A Fuse FM volunteer comes forward (name unknown) 
 
FuseFM Rep: the policy seeks to re-establish Fuse FM’s space at Pangea, the previous 
arrangement worked really well and then 2015 it lapsed and FuseFM continued to play on an 
ad.hoc basis until start of this year (2017).  
  
Collaborating further will really help Fuse to rebuild the relationship between students and the 
media, this will be really vital in getting Pangea being back on track after the building works  
 
RO’S invites questions from Senate. 
 
Kitty Bartlett (KB) questions why should FuseFM get priority over any of the other student music 
groups who also wish to perform at Pangaea.  
 
Question raised by Jack Houghton (JH): ‘There are a number of issues with societies seeking 
space at Pangaea, who do you envisage will miss out on Pangaea should the policy pass?’ 
 
FuseFM Rep: Acknowledges that there are lots of equally enthusiastic and talented student 
music groups who also want to have time to perform at Pangaea. The point made for FuseFM to 
perform is that it is an integral part of student media.  
 
 
RO’S invites speeches against:  
Student name: having sat on the Pangaea committee in the past where this discussion was 
raised, the sole reason is there’s simply isn’t the space in the building to guarantee performance 
space to FuseFM.  
 
RO’S opens up another round of speech for the motion 
 
DMJ: Argues that FuseFM and MMG are valuable members of the SU and help to promote the 
SU brand, we should support them in their efforts to promote their work.  
 
Speech made against:  
JH: Argues that the grounds for rejection are not concerned with putting value on the MMG, this 
is to do with providing equal platforms to societies that are also SU affiliated.  
 
RO’S invites further questions, comments and clarifications on the policy to Senate 
 



   
 

Bee Hughes (BH): believes there shouldn’t be exclusive rights to FuseFM and that Pangaea 
should operate on a revolving policy to allow for equal opportunity to student music groups. 
 
RO’S allows the FuseFM Rep to provide a summation 
FuseFM Rep: FuseFM is a really strong part of the SU and Pangaea is equally a strong part of 
the SU. We would therefore seek senate vote in favour to allow FuseFM a platform to showcase 
the talent of its members. 
 
RO’S announces voting is opened, the policy falls with 47% against the policy  
 
 

5. Name a bin in the SU building after Sir Nick Clegg 
RO’S notes that the proposer is not present 
 
DM-J speech on proposer’s behalf provides context behind policy sighting Nick Clegg’s ‘U Turn’ 
on his 2010 election pledge to cap tuition fees. 
 
RO’S invites the floor to raise questions and clarifications 
Adam Rogers (AR): ‘Why is this targeted at just Nick Clegg and not the other members of the 
coalition government and MPs who also u turned on the Lib Dems promise? 
 
DJ: this is more to do with a symbolic resonance rather than individually holding those to account. 
 
Question from Jack Houghton  
JH: ‘If this policy passes, are we going to end up naming objects in the SU after people students 
don’t like? 
 
DJ agrees with the policy in principal and notes the policy is just a bit of fun.  
 
Comment from Rachel Green: questions the legality of this policy, sighted the NUS website 
surrounding overtly political campaigning and the SU’s as a charity must remain politically 
neutral. 
 
No speeches made against 
 

 
Policy falls with 88% against. 

  
 
6. Mancunion Restructure 
 

AW: Notes that the way we consume news has changed, there is more competition than ever that 

the Mancunion needs to become more ‘nimble’ in its delivery of news content. 

The restructure will help to make the paper report on up to date news.  



   
 

There would be a split in the editorial team that oversees content and copy. Rather than contrived 

news cycle when articles are written, they are published the week after causing a delay in news 

developing.  

This way of working was problematic as stories that had developed were being reported on late. 

RO’S opens the floor to Senate to ask questions   

HH: why did this come to Senate and not resolved internally? 

AW: This was done to ensure the Mancunion was covered by bound policy so as not to dropped 

by next year’s committee 

JH: we have a chief editor to oversee the reports that are published and who is paid by the SU 

and elected by the MMG, part of their job is to finalise a stories being published will this change if 

the policy passes? 

AW: The position shall remain as is, articles will still be checked prior to publishing. 

No speeches against.  

RO’S opens the voting, the policy passes with 100% in favour 

RO’S concludes the end of Senate and moves onto the next agenda item. 

 

Agenda Topic #9: Any other business: 

EC: Informs Senate that the National Union of Students primary election is currently open. Some 

Senate members will have voted last year for the NUS delegates who will represent Manchester 

students next week at NUS National Conference to help shape the future of what higher 

education should and will look like.  

Students vote for the Presidential and Vice-Presidential elections and, depending on the outcome 

of the result, delegates will vote the same way as their membership.  

LT: Nominations for the SU awards are coming up and students can get involved voting in lots of 

different award categories.  

The SU also has the teaching awards which students have been notified about. Student can 



   
 

submit a nomination of on the SU website. 

RO’S declares Senate over. 

Action Items: EC to update policy register 

Agenda Topic #10: Close 

Date of next meeting:  

Thursday 3rdth May 

 


