
 

 

Further Education Zone 

Candidates for Election 

Manifestos 



 

 

 

 

 

About the Election 

 

The candidates are listed below for Positions on NUS Zone Committees. 

 

There are a total of nine positions available on each of the five Zone committees. 

 

Eight of the positions are for Zone Committee Members. Of these positions 50% must be self defining women. 

Higher Education Zone Committee may only have candidates from Higher Education. Likewise Further 

Education Committees may only have candidates from Further Education. For each of the other committees 

(Society and Citizenship, Union Development and Welfare) there are two places reserved for Further Education 

candidates (and of these two one needs to be a self defining woman) 

 

One of the positions is for a Zone Committee Member on the National Executive Council (NEC). This position 

will be held by the first eligible candidate to be elected in each Zone. 

 

NEC places for the Higher Education and Union Development Zones are only open to self defining women. For 

the other Zones (Further Education, Society and Citizenship, Welfare) the NEC place is available to all 

candidates. 

 

About the Candidates 

The candidates were given the opportunity to submit a statement on who they are and why they are standing 

which is listed alongside their name. 

 

To be eligible to stand for these elections candidates are required to be an individual student member of the 

NUS at the time of nomination. Eligibility of each of the candidates has been checked by the Deputy Returning 

Officer.  

 

A full list of candidates for each Zone can be found on NUS Connect  

https://www.nusconnect.org.uk/zones/elections#Zone%20Committee%20Member
https://www.nusconnect.org.uk/zones/elections#Zone%20NEC
https://www.nusconnect.org.uk/zones/elections


 

 

 

 

 

Manifestos 
 

Bethan Charles 

Derwen College Student Union 

 

My name is Bethan Charles, I'm twenty years old and I'm from Mid Wales. I am 

at Derwen College studying Retail and Business Studies. I would like to be on 

the FE Zone Committee because I want to learn more about NUS and how it can 

help students with learning difficulties and disabilities just like me! I would like 

to help other students who find things hard to understand and to help them feel 

safe. I would also like to help NUS to work with students with communication 

problems.  

I think I would be a good member of the committee because I am skilled in 

being enthusiastic, meeting new people and working hard. I want to show 

people how important NUS is and how it can help people. 

 

Salman Daji 

Leeds City College Students' Union 

 

Hi, 

My name is Salman Daji, I am the Acting President of Leeds City College 

Students Union, I am also part of the Executive Committee for Leeds Youth 

Council where I attend regular meetings and share my voice on how to improve 

services for young people and how they can have access to more opportunities.  

FE Students are crucial voices in their communities and organisations are not 

doing enough to tap into their talent and amplify their voices. 

If elected I will be an active member and attend meetings and make sure 

everyone voices are heard, I will also hold the VP FE to account.   

For a FE Zone Member/Zone NEC who will always lobby on your behalf and is 

passionate about making change vote Salman Daji for FE Zone Member/Zone NEC 

“Together We Can Make A Difference”! 

 

Aldrich Gonsalves 

Dudley College Students' Union 

 

I believe i would make a excellent FE Committee Officer for FE Zone. I am the Sabbatical President of Dudley 

College SU, our SU is renowned for a strong campaigning ethos making real change for students. I am 

absolutely passionate about the issue of FE funding, and so far at my college i have mobilised a delegation to 

the love colleges rally, set up several MP Q&A lobby sessions, ran information sessions for students about the 

reasons why we are calling on the Government for fair funding and continued the work of my predecessor to 

get a Black Country colleges SU's consortium together to ensure in some of the most deprived areas of the 

country students voice must be and will be heard by decision makers! 

I am absolutely passionate about sustainability and greening issues and have successfully lobbied my college to 

take on the Coffee Cup Campaign with support from the NUS. I am also creating more health and wellbeing 

outdoor spaces around the college this is working with Apprentices at the college and those  

studying building technologies. Meeting with these students and hearing their stories i know we need to do 

more for Apprentice pay and meaningful apprenticeships.  Finally my third area of interest  

is mental health. Young people are facing a mental health crisis and we need to ensure adequate funding into 

both educational institution services to support students aswell as NHS and other providers of services. Finally - 

the peoples vote on Brexit. I am one of those thousands of students who is left in limbo - the government must 

listen to the voice of younger generations! Elect me onto FE  

Committee to always make your voices heard!!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cameron Hartley 

Newcastle College Students' Union 

 

Over the last year I was on the FE committee and I delivered the My Fejourny 

campaign.  

I currently study at Newcastle college and the elected welfare officer. It’s my 

third year in the college and third year in the union.  

Over the last year I’ve had a strong passion for the MyFejourny campaign as it 

directly affected me and i believe it had a monumental affect on the campus 

from visibility of bursaries to the structure of the mentor department. The 

campaign not only identified issues with finance and transport but also other 

services such as welfare.  

This year I will be continuing the FE journey and running my own welfare 

committee on site to ideantify where tutors and managers can adapt their lessons, work plans and their own 

mentality to support mental health. We need as FE is mental health structure that can support all.  

I strongly believe FE is fundamental in anybody’s future and the future of our genaration and mental health 

should never be a barrier.  

Mental heath and FE journey and FE funding  has a strong link and I want to continue to work Emily and the 

zone to gain knowledge and work with a wide variety of experiences and give our impact on shaping FE and 

creating an FE that is better for the next generation. 

 

Kyle Hogan 

Sheffield College Students' Union 

 

My name is Kyle Hogan and am part of the Sheffield college students union  

If you vote for me I will help stand as a further education officer and help raise 

our concerns and get our voices heard and help try stop the cuts for FE Funding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke Mitchell 

City College Norwich Students' Union 

 

My name is Luke Mitchell, I’m 19 and I’m the President of City College Norwich 

Students’ Union. I’ve been in this role since 2017 leading on from my position as 

LGBT+ Officer in the 2016/17 academic year, and now I’m running for a position 

on the FE Zone Committee. 

I’m currently a member of the Norfolk County Council Education and Training 

Strategy Group, and my college is becoming one of the pilot colleges for T-

Levels, so I’m already well aware of the changes coming to FE in the coming 

years, and I look forward to working with other people to help come up with 

resolutions to the challenges these put forwards. 

I want to be part of this committee because I believe that FE is a truly wonderful sector full of people who are 

capable of achieving the best possible outcomes for themselves. This is a second chance for many and plays a 

vital role in training the next generation of workers. However, it’s massively underfunded, and our voices aren’t 

taken as seriously as those in HE - this needs to be addressed. 

Earlier this year, I attended Parliament during the Post 18 Education Review to make sure that the voices of FE 

students over 18y/o were heard. I promise to take any future opportunities to get the voices of all FE students 



 

 

 

 

 

heard in parliament to have maximum effect on National Policy. The recent #LoveOurColleges week was a 

massive success, and I believe that’s only the beginning. 

FE students face many issues, one of which is getting to and from college. I will work with the committee to 

continue the #myFEjourney campaign to help reduce the travel costs for students, as this campaign has the 

potential to help so many students.  

Vote Luke Mitchell Number 1 for FE Committee! 

 

 

Thomas Shacklady 

Derwen College Student Union 

 

My name is Thomas Shacklady and I am 25 years old. I am from Derwen 

College, Derwen College is for people with learning difficulties and disabilities. I 

have had a place on the FE Zone committee for the last year but I haven't had 

chance to show what I can really do.  I would like to be on the FE Committee 

again this year so that I can help and support people.  I can communicate with 

people using Makaton and I would like NUS to know how important this is 

because they can use it to help other students like me to understand what is 

going on.  

I am kind and helpful, cheerful and I have a good sense of humour. I can focus 

on my work and I can work as part of a team. 

 

 

Viljo Wilding 

Woodhouse College Students' Union 

 

Hi, I’m Viljo and I’m standing to be your representative on FE Committee. 

About me 

I’ve reinvigorated a small union with no activity into an active and engaged 

union delivering real change for students on my campus 

I have real world experience of the horrendous cuts to FE funding, forcing our 

union to be creative in problem solving with very little money. 

I’ve campaigned across the country against the horrid Tory austerity measures, 

which are hitting the poorest students the hardest. 

My plans for FE 

My job as an FE Committee member is not only to hold to account our FE officer but every elected officer in 

NUS who have made pledges to be more inclusive of FE. We are more than just a token tick box election 

pledge. 

I know just how important the votes at 16 campaign is for lots of FE students and will ensure that NUS 

continues to campaign for a lower voting age. 

Further Education is massively under threat right now, and I hope to further the already excellent ongoing work 

to demand #FairPay for our staff and funding for our students. 

I want to focus on providing real, accessible help for small unions like mine who are woefully under resourced. 

Further Education is a vibrant and exciting sector that has real potential to change lives, but too often we are 

conflated with Higher Education needs and wants. On FE Committee I will ensure that our voices are heard.  

Diving into the world of FE Funding is confusing, with all the different acronyms and schemes, and I want to 

push our Zone to be more open and engaging for new members. We can do this by building toolkits for those 

on the ground battling in their institutions, with little-to-no experience of the education sector. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Shannon Young 

Edinburgh College Students' Association 

 

I would like to run for FE zone committee today. I am a Scottish college officer, 

one of (as far as I am aware) only two Scottish officers who attended Zones. 

Unfortunately, NUS is currently very English-centric. Scottish colleges do some 

fantastic work, however, we still need help. I think it is vital to have a Scottish 

voice in this mix, to share our challenges and successes, and to bring us closer 

together. Keeping NUS national, truly national, is very important to me.  

Personally, I’ve been through 4 separate college courses, across two 

institutions, so I have a lot of personal experience with the system. I’ll probably 

be at college for the rest of my life - I just love to learn - and we are not the 

Plan B. College should be Plan A, as perfectly valid as any other choice. Our students are just out of high 

school, they are returning to education after 20 years, they have young kids, they are independent students. 

We need to build upon our support systems, to come together to raise ourselves up. Our students make up 

65% of the student body, yet you’d never know by listening to politicians.  

As a committee member, I will bring my Scottish perspective to the team, the voice of this high school drop 

out, University reject, who is standing up and speaking out for OUR colleges, the community that brought me 

back into the system, and shaped my life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


