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About the Election 

 

The candidates are listed below for Positions on NUS Zone Committees. 

 

There are a total of nine positions available on each of the five Zone committees. 

 

Eight of the positions are for Zone Committee Members. Of these positions 50% must be self defining women. 

Higher Education Zone Committee may only have candidates from Higher Education. Likewise Further 

Education Committees may only have candidates from Further Education. For each of the other committees 

(Society and Citizenship, Union Development and Welfare) there are two places reserved for Further Education 

candidates (and of these two one needs to be a self defining woman) 

 

One of the positions is for a Zone Committee Member on the National Executive Council (NEC). This position 

will be held by the first eligible candidate to be elected in each Zone. 

 

NEC places for the Higher Education and Union Development Zones are only open to self defining women. For 

the other Zones (Further Education, Society and Citizenship, Welfare) the NEC place is available to all 

candidates. 

 

About the Candidates 

The candidates were given the opportunity to submit a statement on who they are and why they are standing 

which is listed alongside their name. 

 

To be eligible to stand for these elections candidates are required to be an individual student member of the 

NUS at the time of nomination. Eligibility of each of the candidates has been checked by the Deputy Returning 

Officer.  

 

A full list of candidates for each Zone can be found on NUS Connect  

Zones Elections 2018 

https://www.nusconnect.org.uk/zones/elections#Zone%20Committee%20Member
https://www.nusconnect.org.uk/zones/elections#Zone%20NEC
https://www.nusconnect.org.uk/zones/elections


 

 

 

 

 

Manifestos 
 

Muna Ali 

Union of Kingston Students 

 

Hey Everyone! 

My name is Muna Ali and I am a third year economics student at Kingston University as well as a Student 

Trustee for the Union of Kingston Students.  

For the last 2 years I have been actively involved in societies to promote equality and diversity on my campus. 

I started my journey with being elected the treasurer of the Somali Society and making sure that the Somali 

community was better represented within the Student Union which I did by getting my society involved in Black 

History Month and showcasing what it means to be Somali on my campus which was a first for us.  

 I then went on to be elected the society's representative for cultural societies which put me in a position to 

unite all the different culture societies so that we could all learn from each other and appreciate that what 

makes us different brings us together.  I did this by keeping in contact with all of my societies and assisting in 

the planning of all university-wide student led events such as Global Festival week. This was so that we create 

an environment and community that we felt safe to study at. 

You should elect me because I am a passionate and hard working individual who will do whatever I can to make 

sure we are all represented and make sure the work gets done! 

So vote Muna Ali #1 Soc&Cit Committe! 

 

 

Rahma Ali 

Middlesex University Students' Union 

 

Daniel Bocharnikov 

Edge Hill Students' Union 

 

Hey all! Dan B here, Edge Hill SU Vice President Activities! I’m the lead on 

Societies, Sports & Sustainability projects at my university & have been 

championing work on inclusivity by targeting barriers to engagement. 

Sitting on the Environmental Sustainability CAG I have already begun 

constructively questioning fundamental services that NUS offer. Green Impact 

has the ability to make a huge difference to universities & SUs alike, but more 

work needs to be done to make it more accessible & engaging with the wider 

student body. I believe that a lot of good work is happening but within my 

national roles both in NUS & BUCS I have seen that all too often newer & 

smaller institutions are not being considered within national campaigns.  

Previously sustainability has always been an afterthought within my role, but I have made it a priority 

campaign, helping create a 1.5km2 allotment with a greenhouse, bee hives, orchard & a volunteer programme. 

I’ve developed an Environmental & Ethics Committee that feeds directly in the University Environmental 

Management Strategy. I’ve fought for a £50,000 investment into an engagement team to help reach out to 

inactive students. 

So, elect me to take this pressure to a national level. I will push for fossil fuel divestment to become a priority 

campaign, tipping it over the halfway mark. I will call for a rethink to Green Impact, making it relevant and 

accessible to your SU. And I will ensure the zone is fostering collaboration between unions, because reaching 

out to neighbouring institutions is the only way to create a wider student movement.  

Vote Dan #1 for Soc Cit! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Salman Daji 

Leeds City College Students' Union 

 

Hi, 

My name is Salman Daji, I am the Acting President of Leeds City College 

Students Union, I am also part of the Executive Committee for Leeds Youth 

Council where I attend regular meetings and share my voice on how to improve 

services for young people and how they can have access to more opportunities.  

FE Students are crucial voices in their communities and organisations are not 

doing enough to tap into their talent and amplify their voices. Also there is 

always room for improvement within union. And I will make sure changes are 

made. 

If elected I will be an active member and attend meetings and make sure everyone voices are heard. 

For a who will always lobby on your behalf and is passionate about making change vote Salman Daji for Society 

& Citizenship.  

“Together We Can Make A Difference”! 

 

 

Serene Esuruoso 

Leeds University Union 

 

Hi friends! My name is Serene, I'm currently the Education Officer at LUU. I've 

just graduated from an Energy Engineering degree. 

I sit on the NUS Sustainability Advisory Group, where I found out about 

Zamzam's goals for the year. I got excited about this Committee as so many of 

the areas Zamzam is working on align with my personal and professional 

interests. 

My dedication to sustainability led to my degree choice and as a BME woman, I 

also see the lack of intersectionality in sustainability. As the "Fight Climate 

Change!" motion highlights, the disproportional suffering experienced by those 

in poorer areas which is often ignored. Closer to home, divestment is something I'm passionate about and am 

looking to get involved with in as many ways as possible. The discontinuation of single use plastics is on the 

agenda of my union, so this committee would be great opportunity for me to learn and share informtion. 

My identity also means I resonate with the "Stand up to racism" motion. We at LUU have lobbied our university 

to invest in sanctuary scholarships, and working to squash the rise of hate crime on campuses is something I 

feel strongly about.  

LUU is also invested in encouraging students to engage with voting. As part of our BHM programme, we held a 

debate on the importance of mobilising the Black vote which I sat on the panel for.  

As someone who's been on placement, I see the value in the opportunity to work as part of your degree. The 

"Placements for Good" scheme links into my personal manifesto point. "Brexit means Brexit" links into that 

same point, as I think it's important we work to make sure students still get the opportunity to study abroad 

and international students get to do the same here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Martin Marko 

University East Anglia Students' Union 

 

Hi, I'm Martin (Postgrad Officer) from UEASU. 

I've studied MSc Sustainable Development after my first degree in Aquatic 

Zoology, realising I wanted to learn more about the human impact on nature. 

Whilst studying and almost by accident, I was one of the first placement 

students working in the sustainability department at NUS. Even in my previous 

role as the chair of environmental & ethical committee I attended the NUS 

sustainability roundtable, but thanks to the placement I also managed to 

participate in other sustainability initiatives (student switch-off petition day or 

green impact auditors training) run by NUS. I've also managed to start a 

manifesto analysis project to identify sustainability-related issues presented in officer manifestos across the UK 

during the placement. 

Most recently, I studied MSc Environmental Assessment, which is mainly about predicting potential, future 

impacts and trying to either mitigate against negative impacts or enhance positive outcomes. I've improved in 

thinking systematically and identifying significant impacts, along with measuring effectiveness. This knowledge 

combined with plan appraisal experience would be of benefit to the elected team. 

In my officer term so far, I have managed to engage higher numbers of Postgrads than ever before via both 

our social activities as well as democratic structures, and we have only started. 

I hope to utilise my educational knowledge, drive to further the potential of students and my determination to 

contribute to great projects in a way that will benefit this Zone. I am very dedicated to the work I do and so I 

would be a great addition to the team of like minded people. 

Thank you for your vote, 

Martin 

 

 

Izi Robe 

FXU (Falmouth & Exeter Students' Union) 

 

Vote Izi for Soc and Cit Committee!  

I want to be part of the Society and Citizenship committee because NUS should 

be doing more to lobby the government and organisations to act with more 

concern and awareness for the environment and sustainability. An integral part 

of society and citizenship is living sustainably with our environment and planet, 

but this is not coming through strongly enough in the Society and Citizenship 

Zone currently.  

Our members study at institutions that are at the forefront of research on 

climate change, marine pollution and behavioural change, to name but a few. As 

the generation that will have to live in a world of environmental degradation, we are in a position to use our 

knowledge to go out into the world and inform others. Students’ unions are doing incredible things around 

sustainable development that should be highlighted to the country, not just contained within the world of 

higher and further education. NUS should be using its position as a national platform to share these ideas and 

activities to the nation and to make progress at a grassroots level within local and regional communities.  

I love the work that NUS Sustainability are doing, particularly bringing sustainability into the curriculum 

through the UN Sustainable Development Goals, and many officers are inspired by the team to be ambitious in 

their sustainable goals. However, as a Students’ Union located in Cornwall, I understand the challenges of 

ensuring that all our members, whatever location, can engage with this work and access funding and support. 

Sustainability is of deep concern to many of our members and the communities we live in, so we should be 

working to make the work of NUS Sustainability more accessible to society. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Harriet Ruddick 

University of Salford Students' Union 

 

Since 2016 at the University of Salford SU I have been representing students 

within my roles of School Rep, Student Trustee, Students’ With Disabilities 

Representative and NUS Delegate. This has given me a fantastic grounding to 

represent students across the country on the Society and Citizenship 

Committee. 

Within these positions, I lobbied the Students’ Union to ensure that while being 

sustainable by giving students the option of paper straws, that there were 

always plastic straws available to keep our Students’ Union inclusive to students 

with disabilities, illustrating that I will always strive to ensure that the 

committee’s action on sustainability is accessible for all students that NUS represents.  

Last year I sat on the Funding Board for societies, one of my priorities was to encourage societies to be 

sustainable in their activities and to always look for the best option for the environment and for their members, 

which will be something I will always look at doing on this committee.  

Within the manifesto of the current Society and Citizenship Vice President, active citizenship and FE play a key 

role. For the past 5 years I have worked in the Youth Work sector, which gives me a fantastic understanding of 

the issues within this area, and what affects students that want to become active citizens, especially those in 

FE. Having this experience on the committee would be valuable to policies and campaigns that this zone plans 

to bring forward this year.   

As shown through my roles within my own Students’ Union, I am a committed, reliable candidate with Student 

Issues at the heart of everything I do. If you want a representative on the Soc Cit committee who will always 

strive to ensure campaigns are inclusive and involve students on the ground, then put Hatty as your #1 choice. 

 

 

Momin Saqib 

King's College London Students' Union 

 

Hello!  

I am Momin Saqib, an international student from Pakistan and the former 

President of King’s College London Students’ Union. I have also served KCLSU 

as the VP Activities and Development (2016/17) and International Students’ 

Officer (2015/16).  

As an international student, initially, I struggled to settle into the UK but was 

determined to leave behind a positive impact on students like myself. Hence, I 

got involved in the student movement to deliver wins for students and the wider 

society.  

At KCLSU, I secured affordable accommodation for international students and visa fee sponsorship for 

international sabbatical officers. I also fought for greater accessibility by introducing para sports and 

campaigning for students with invisible disabilities. I have worked hard to increase the international student 

voter turnout from 12% to 48% in the elections.Placing inclusiveness at the heart of my SU, I introduced a 

freedom of expression review to create a safe environment for debates.  

I have actively campaigned for issues affecting students and the wider world including leading protests for free 

education, against Trump’s hostile policies and the ethnic cleansing of Rohingya people. I also lead an NGO- 

tayaba.org, which improves water access impacting the lives of 9000+ people in South Asia.  

Having delivered promises and passionate about global issues, peace, liberation and equality, I am running to 

be elected as the Soc Cit zone committee member.  

If elected, I promise to deliver:  

Cultural and international inclusivity by ensuring the movement is accessible to students from all cultures and 

countries 

Support for migrants, refugees and free movement by constantly reminding the NUS to fight against racism 

and xenophobia 



 

 

 

 

 

Enhanced student involvement in wider world issues- Votes at 16, sustainability and campaigns against 

oppression worldwide 

Please take a MOMENT to vote MOMIN #1 for Society and Citizenship zone committee. 

 

 

 

Hamza Shaikh 

University of Huddersfield Students' Union 

 

I'm Hamza Shaikh from Huddersfield SU and I'm running for the Society & 

Citizenship Zone Committee! 

At my Students’ Union I’m a BAME Ambassador and the Societies Rep on the 

Student Activities Executive Committee. I’m also in my 2nd term acting as an 

Inspiring Future Leader.  

This year I’m leading the Equality Diversity & Inclusion in Sports project. Last 

year I launched and led the very successful Huddersfield Student Action for 

Refugees Society. 

Furthermore, I passed amendment SC102c unopposed at the NUS National 

Conference 2018 proposing refugee scholarships in every university which was a proud moment for me as a 

first-time delegate and for my Union. 

Last year we lobbied the Deputy Vice Chancellor's office to implement refugee scholarships whereby a 3-year 

plan to achieve this goal was made. As President of Student Action for Refugees Society I’m working with the 

society, the Union and the institution to fight on free and accessible education for refugees and support local 

charity DASH (Destitute Asylum Seekers Huddersfield).  

As students we need to be the leading voice welcoming refugees fighting off the hostile environment they face. 

Therefore, I want to bring this fight to the NUS and advocate for change on a national scale.  

I want to take my actions further by working on a national level and continue to fight for the rights of refugees, 

asylum seekers, and campaign for free and accessible education for all. 

Elect me and I will fight. Elect me to see action from the grass roots to the board rooms. Elect me so that we 

will influence change on a local, national and global scale! So, let’s MAKE IT SHAIKH! 

Vote Hamza Shaikh No.1 for Society & Citizenship Committee #MakeItShaikh 

 

 

Krum Tashev 

SOAS Students' Union 

 

Hey, my name is Krum and I am the SOAS SU's Postgraduate (Thought) 

students officer, where I am doing a Masters in Migration Mobility and 

Development Studies. Previously I was Union President of Christ Church 

Students' Union and memeber of NUS's NEC and Internal students committee.  

If elected I will:  

1. Work with the VP Soc & Cit on social sustainability campaigns.  

2. Support and encourage campaigns on building migrants and refugees support 

networks between Unions and NGOs on Local level. 

3. Bring the issue of representation of student prisoners, currently they are 100s 

of prisoners who do university degrees from prison, who should be better represented by NUS.  

4. Countinue to support the drive to win the 'vote of 16' campaign  

5. I will work with unions supporting them in campaigns tackling hate crime on their campuses 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Aaron Thompson 

Kent Union 

 

Vote Aaron Thompson No.1 for Soc Cit Committee!  

I’m Aaron, President of Kent Student’s Union and Open Place Rep on the Black 

Students Committee. I am passionate about student representation and the 

student voice and about making sure we build a society and a student 

movement which is inclusive of everyone regardless of their background. I want 

to make sure that the Soc and Cit Zone stays focused on the real issues that 

affect students.  

What would I bring to the Soc and Cit Committee?  

Focus on Sustainability  

If we do nothing our generation and future generations will have their standards of living hugely affected by 

climate change and NUS should make sure that sustainability is a priority for all. We must do more to promote 

the removal of single use plastics and in a way which is accessible for all students.  

Focus on Voice 

NUS’s mobilisation and leadership of students around the People’s Vote was impressive but must not be a one 

off! The Soc and Cit Zone should make sure that students, who make up a large percentage of voters have 

their voice heard and register to vote! This includes winning Votes at 16 so all those in FE can be heard as well 

and I want to help develop the strategy to turn that into a reality.  

Focus on Racism 

Racism continues to be a problem faced by millions of students on a daily basis. This should not be tolerated 

and more needs to be done to stamp this behaviour out for good. I will ensure this committee focuses on 

racism in Universities and Colleges so that all students are able to access and thrive in education.  

To make sure that Soc and Cit focuses on issues that affect all students, put me as No.1 

 

 

Skye Turner 

The City Of Liverpool College Students Union 

 

I am Skye Turner, Vice President at The City of Liverpool College Students’ 

Union. Last year I was the LGBT+ Officer of the Union and spent my time in that 

position supporting a diverse group of students and improving their college 

experience. 

I then won the election for Vice President as students throughout all five of our 

campuses agreed that I am best for that role and that I will support them. 

I am an open-minded person and view everybody as equals and will not stand 

for any discrimination. 

I believe in equality! 

If elected I will do my best to ensure that every student, regardless of their background is treated without 

prejudice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Riddi Viswanathan 

University of Manchester Students' Union 

 

Re-elect Riddi #1 Society and Citizenship Committee 

Hello!  

I am Riddi Viswanathan, Full-time International Students’ Officer and Former 

Diversity Officer at the University of Manchester Students’ Union. I currently sit 

on a few NUS committees including the society and citizenship committee, 

International Students’ Committee and the National Executive Council (NEC). I 

am running to be re-elected as your Soc Cit committee member.  

As an international student, directly impacted by the racist and xenophobic 

hostile environment policy of the UK government, I have placed international 

students at the core of my work. From securing paid union jobs, accessible accommodation schemes, multi-

lingual welcome and increasing international student engagement manifold in my SU to leading protests against 

xenophobia, campaigning for post-study work visas, fighting against national scams targeting international 

students and calling out home office officials at the parliament, I have actively represented international 

student voice.   

Now is the time, more than ever, the need for international student leaders to be at the forefront of the Soc Cit 

campaign given the uncertainty around Brexit, the barriers surrounding education for refugees and asylum 

seekers, the rise in xenophobia and the rise of far-right extremism.  

If re-elected, I will:  

-Increase youth and student involvement in wider world issues by supporting campaigns like Votes at 16, 

sustainability, proxy and vote from abroad campaigns  

-Continue to fight for equal access to education and employment for refugees and asylum seekers 

-Support the Media Response Unit campaign to fight the ‘right- wing snowflake’ narratives that demonise our 

student leaders 

-Continue to support HE and FE delegates in writing policies to campaign for changes in their unions and 

beyond  

-Review, commend & critique the work of the VP ensuring members are receiving update on the committee’s 

work  

I deliver promises. So #RepresentwithRiddi! 

 

Charles Walker 

Durham Students' Union 

 

I’m Charlie, Opportunities Officer at Durham Students’ Union.  

I’m passionate about Soc Cit zone because it has such a wide scope to change 

an everyday student’s life. From voter registration to supporting refugees, this is 

the zone where we see students as part of the bigger picture.  

I have experience of leading campaigns where students reach out into the wider 

world, getting my SU Living Wage accredited and lobbying my university to 

follow, working with my County Council on voter registration, and linking up 

with our local branch of Citizens UK.  

I want to bring achievable campaigns, that make a difference to students and 

Society, like those to Soc Cit Zone. 

As a second year sabb I know what works on my campus and I want to bring that experience to the Soc Cit 

Committee.  

NUS needs to refocus on everyday student priorities. This Zone has not progressed all summer and the new 

Committee should provide some energy and focus.  

About Me 

Originally from Loughborough, I moved to Durham in 2013 for my degree and I’m now a sabb there. I studied 

Maths and Philosophy before I became Opportunities Officer. While I was studying my involvement in my SU 

was mostly in societies before I realised I needed to get involved in SU democracy to improve things. I was 

never involved in NUS before I was a sabb and didn’t see what it could do for me. 



 

 

 

 

 

Since becoming a sabb my work has focused on the affordability and accessibility of extracurriculars, the Living 

Wage, voter registration, and engaging students with the local community. This year I am also working on 

ensuring we have a strong student media and that our SU properly invests in training student leaders across 

Durham. 

 

Viljo Wilding 

Woodhouse College Students' Union 

 

Hi, I’m Viljo and I’m standing to be your FE representative on the Society & 

Citizenship Committee. 

I have real world experience campaigning, having reinvigorated a small union 

with no activity into an active and engaged union delivering real change for 

students on my campus. I’ve experienced the disastrous cuts to FE funding and 

the horrors of Tory austerity that affect our poorest students the most, and 

campaigned up and down the country against them. I’ve also campaigned for 

votes at 16, opening a dialogue with my MP and tried to encourage him to 

change his mind and support our campaign. Extending the franchise to 16 and 

17 year olds is a vital and democratic step and with the support of NUS we will succeed. 

FE is more than just a token election pledge, a phrase thrown in to win votes. We are a vital part of the 

education sector, supporting the most marginalised and forgotten people and helping them to pull themselves 

up in the world, and the promises our officers give must be fulfilled. I pledge to hold every elected officer in 

NUS to account, ensuring that NUS is more inclusive of FE and does more to make it easier for new members to 

get involved, building toolkits and guides to help people in the ground in SUs to fight their battles and win. All 

too often, the needs of FE and HE are conflated - I will ensure that FE voices are heard and that when our 

small, under-resourced unions like my own ask for help, they receive the support and resources they deserve. 

 

 

Ummer Yasin 

University of Bradford Union 

 

Ummer Yasin on scene to be your societies and citizenship delegate! I’m here to 

make change no matter what it takes. Even though I represent a relatively small 

Students Union we have over 70 different societies including 16 faith based and 

20 International societies allowing every single person to feel involved. I also 

look after the volunteering service at our union where our students volunteer at 

different places like care homes and homeless kitchens. Furthermore we run a 

Choices 4 All scheme which allows students with disabilities to take part in 

sports such as wheelchair basketball and coast to coast cycling. At Bradford we 

have started the Your Turn project which is designed to help those students who 

wouldn’t normally get involved with sports to get involved with no commitment. We had over 300 sign ups at 

Freshers week.  

I have managed to lobby the university to allow a student representative to take the lead on a mental health 

bid working with other senior managers at the University. With all these massive campaigns and changes that I 

have made with the UBU team I strongly feel that I can take these initiatives and help to shape and follow up 

policies on a national scale! A vote for me is a change to the scene. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


