
 

 

 

 

Role of a Student Trustee  

Student Trustees are a key part of Bristol SU’s Board of Trustees. But what does the 

Trustee Board do? 
 

Basically, the role of the Board is to ensure that we comply with the law, with our 
charitable objects (what the SU’s purpose is), and to make decisions which are in 

the best interest of the SU and students. All Trustees are collectively responsible for 
safeguarding the financial stability, good name, culture and ethos of the Union, and 
actively contributing to developing the strategic direction and future of Bristol SU.  

 
The Trustees are not involved in the day to day operations of Bristol SU but have an 

overview of how the Union is performing, both financially, and in regard to its 
activities and services with and for students.  

 
Student trustees bring the student voice and help ensure the union is accountable to 
its members. They are also members of Student Council and Standing Committee. 

As a Trustee, you will be making important decisions within the SU, will gain valuable 

experience in charity governance, make a difference for students and hopefully 

have fun along the way! 

The Trustees work closely with the Bristol SU Management Team. 
 

What are we looking for? 

We are looking for students from all walks of student life, who are willing to offer their 

time and commitment to overseeing the work and future of the Students’ Union.  
 

We know most students will never have done anything like this before, so we provide 
plenty of support, training and guidance to help you be as effective as you can be. 
Don’t worry about needing to know anything in advance.  

We are looking for 2 Student Trustees to do a 2 year role which will run from June 
2020 – June 2022  

We are looking for 1 Student Trustee to do a 1 year role which will run from June 2020 
– June 2021 

There may be an opportunity to be Co-Chair of the Trustee Board during 2020 - 2021 

What do we expect from you? 

 

• You must be a current student of the University of Bristol.    

• You must be committed to attending meetings and training, reading papers 

and participating in Trustee life 

• To be committed to the purpose, aims and values of the students’ union. 

• You need to be able to communicate your views whilst also being open to 

listening to different opinions 



• To be sensitive to some of the information being shared and to respect 

confidentially  

 

What we need from you? 

 

• Attendance at a Trustee Awayday in Oct, Trustee training in July (including ultra 

vires and finance training) and any other relevant induction/training   

• Reading of relevant documents related to being a Trustee 

• Attendance at 4 Trustee Board meetings, which are normally a weekday 

morning or afternoon. They last about 4 hours with refreshments and there may 

be times you will need to miss lectures in order to attend but we hope that 

doesn't happen often 

• Optional attendance at 3 other sub-committees of Trustees which are during 

the working day (not all Trustees sit on these and there are a few meetings a 

year)  

• Participation within meetings as fully as possible - listening, debating and 

seeking to make appropriate decisions.  

• To read all papers (submitted a week in advance) and be ready to raise 

questions, constructively challenge or make comments at the meeting. 

• To ensure an awareness of relevant policies and procedures and keeping 

informed of the work of Bristol SU 

• Attendance at some Union events, such as Union Awards and Welcome Fair 

and being an ambassador for Bristol SU 

Restrictions: 

 

• Being a student Trustee will mean that for the duration of your term of office – 

2 years – you will not be able to be employed by Bristol SU. 

• There are certain categories of people who may not be a trustee. So that the 

Union can be satisfied that you will be able to carry out the role if elected, 

you need to complete a charity trustee declaration once you have stood for 
election. 
 

If you are interested in standing for this role and want to know more about what it's 
like, please email Suzanne Doyle, Clerk to the Board of Trustees 

(suzanne.doyle@bristol.ac.uk)and she can always put you in touch with a student 
trustee who can give you more information. 
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