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Owen Wright 
President Manifesto 

Over the past 7 months, I have had the privilege of being your Vice-
President of Abertay Students’ Association. The SA has gone through 
significant change: we have a stronger profile as a student movement 
which campaigns for the betterment of student life in Abertay. We have an 
increased number of engaged, varied and passionate student societies, 
and we are more capable of standing up to the university when it falls short 
of its stated commitments. 

There is, however, still much to be done to take Abertay SA to its fullest 
potential. 

I take the view that the best people to represent the view of students are 
students themselves. This is why I will be campaigning for the following: 

• For the university to increase the number of student seats on its governing 
body, Court, from two to five. 

• For Abertay SA to transform most of its executive officer roles into clearly 
defined roles to support its LGBT+, Women, Disabled and BME 
communities. 

Across my time as a student, I have heard many stories and anecdotes 
from students which show that the university is still out of touch with the 
reality on the ground when it comes to mental health, sexual discrimination 
and welfare issues. Due to this, I plan to: 

• Ensure that all SA student officers are trained in mental health first-aid, 
lobby the university to give this same training to its student support staff. 

• Continue the push for better mental health services in Abertay University. 
• Make training on sexual violence mandatory to all SA class-reps, push for 

the university to achieve the same for its lecturers, academics and 
support staff. 
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• Refine the Abertaysty project to help students who are most in need. 
• Push for a third, full-time sabbatical officer for student welfare. 

Abertay’s international students are a pillar of its community. In the times 
we live in, with Brexit and an anti-immigrant UK government, it is more 
important than ever that this university shows that it welcomes people from 
abroad. With that spirit in mind, I will: 

• Lobby the university to introduce a new, additional independent living 
fund for its EU students, who do not get to access SAAS loans. 

• Work with national campaigners for the introduction of post-study work 
visas for international students. 

Further afield from the Students’ Association, National Union of Students 
Scotland faces massive cuts to its budget and supporting staff. This is why I 
want to work with other Student Union/Association officers across Scotland 
to push for a fully independent NUS Scotland, which is driven by the student 
grassroots. 

Finally, I will continue to campaign for the university to bring down its 
accommodation rents to affordable levels, and lead on the boycott 
against the National Student Survey. 

I hope this manifesto will have convinced you to make me your first choice 
as next year’s president. No matter what the future holds, I wish to express 
my gratitude and solidarity to you all, for all the campaigns we’ve fought 
and will continue to fight together. 

Owen 


